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The Village Hall is emerging from lockdown with a Croxton Kerrial Community Litter Pick 

Saturday 12th June 2021 followed by a celebratory barbecue.  

Meet at the Village Hall at 2pm for the 

litter pick. BBQ from 4pm. 

Join us as part of the Great British Spring 

Clean to help keep our village and 

surrounding areas tidy.  

If you have your own litter grabbers, high 

vis jackets and gloves, please bring them 

along— otherwise borrow ours. Covid 

precautions will be in place. Soft drinks will be available but please feel free to BYO to enjoy 

with the BBQ. If you are unable to litter pick, you are still welcome to join the BBQ. If you 

have room in your black or brown bins, please leave them out for us to use.  

 

 

 

This early summer photo looking 

across the goose field from  

Thorpe’s Lane 

was kindly sent to us by Pam Hart of 

Top Road. 

http://www.croxtonkerrialandbranstonparishcouncil.org.uk/


A monkey on the swings? Memories of ‘Wild Croxton’ from Helen Smith of 

Church Lane.  

‘Almost half a century ago we moved from the centre of a busy steel town to the outskirts 

of Croxton Kerrial.  On the first evening, sitting at our curtainless windows, we watched a 

hare cleaning its whiskers just a few yards away.  Since then, we’ve had many memorable 

moments with wildlife.  We had swifts nesting under the pan tiles, shrieking across the yard 

every evening, landing on the gutter and either tumbling forward and disappearing under 

the roof or wobbling backwards and diving round for another go.   

Another temporary resident was a swallow who nested on an exposed beam in our partly 

built extension and raised a brood of comical looking chicks and was never concerned about 

the presence of builder John.  Once John rescued a 

hedgehog and her three babies who had fallen into the car 

inspection pit.  They cannot have been there long as they 

soon disappeared when he lifted them out.   

One long hot summer when the soil was hard baked and 

great cracks had appeared, all our tomatoes growing in a 

narrow bed toppled sideways like a stack of dominos.  A 

mole was the culprit!  Moles are extremely hard to catch, 

believe me, but eventually it was captured in a bucket.  It 

was beautiful, its velvety fur a light grey except under its chin and chest which were vivid 

sulphur yellow.  Our entire family drove out to the canal bank to release it.  The speed at 

which it dug itself into the brick-hard soil was astonishing.   

So many enchanting moments – a weasel dancing round the edge of the children’s sandpit; 

a hungry woodpecker drilling a hole through the side of a bird box trying to reach the brood 

of baby blue tits; and certainly, the oddest – a monkey spotted on the frame of the swings 

on the sports field (TRUE: it had escaped from a pub in Leicester).  Beat that!’  

 
Mel Rennard writes that during lockdown the Sports & Social Club have been busy 

“behind the scenes”, updating the electrics, plumbing, & guttering. 
They’ve added a new roof over the decking, new doors, windows 
and a lick of paint!  
Inside, the old seating has been replaced with pine tables and 
chairs for more flexibility when hiring the club out for events. CCTV 
will be added and then the BBQ area updated.  
 

There’ll be a bonfire & BBQ in late June, so please watch out 

for the date and come up for a drink to see your new improved Sports & Social club! 

 



‘Croxton Kerrial in Bloom’ 

Leisa Lister of 10 Middle St had the 

wonderful idea of starting ‘Croxton Kerrial in 

Bloom’ last year.  

Daffodil bulbs were planted last autumn, and 

the next focus is new planters at the four 

entrances to the village.  

This colourful photo was taken by Kim Ranns 

of Chapel Lane. 

If you would like to be involved, please join the group via Facebook – Croxton Kerrial in 

Bloom – or contact Leisa on 07477 796215 or Lesley on 870931. Please leave any plants 

you’d like to donate outside 10 or 12 Middle Street.  

A good recycling idea from Debra Wiltshire of Middle Street 

She writes to say: 
‘The pharmacy counter at Superdrug is collecting empty medicine blister packs to be sent 
off for specialist recycling. At this point blister packs cannot be recycled through the brown 
bins and can only be sent to landfill.   
 

For every kilo they collect and send to TerraCycle,  
£1.00 will be donated to the charity Marie Curie. 

 
Take them either to the Melton Mowbray or Grantham branch of Superdrug or drop them 
off at my house at 11 Middle Street. I’m collecting them on behalf of villagers who are 
unable to make it into town. There is a small green box to the side of the front door, either 
leave in a carrier bag or pop into the box’.  
 

Open Studio at The Pottery, Saltby Road 
 

Saturday 26th & Sunday 27th June 2-6pm 
 

All welcome to see what our village potter  
Finola has been making during the lockdown months.  

A great variety of ceramics for sale. 

Covid-safe refreshments will be served   

 
www.finspottery.co.uk 

 
 

http://www.finspottery.co.uk/


Croxton Kerrial Village Hall news 
The Village Hall is open again in the evenings currently for Zumba and Sewing classes. 
Children’s Art classes will be coming soon. For information check out the website or contact 
the Booking Secretary Cathy Tate at cathy.tate58@gmail.com. We’re planning an Apple Day 
on Saturday 16th October – more news in the next issue! 
 

Croxton Kerrial & Branston Parish Council (CK&BPC) news  

from Ray Ranns of Chapel Lane 

 
New Parish Council Notice Board: Our magnificent new notice board 

has been completed by Paul Cook of Mill Lane. The door on the right 

side opens on the bolt and is for members of the public to use for 

local services and issues. The left side is for Parish and other official 

notices. This is opened by a key which is held by the Parish Clerk. 

Traffic issues: The CK&BPC are still awaiting dates from Leics Highways for the agreed new 

vehicle activated speed signs on Main Street and “Drive carefully …” signs on Saltby Road. 

The ‘Dragon’s Teeth’ markings on the A607 have now been installed. 

MBC are still pursuing breaches to planning permission on Saltby airfield that have led to the 
considerable volume of straw being hauled from the A607 along Saltby Road. CKPC has 
learnt Saltby airfield’s owners are contesting MBC’s findings. Leics Highways have installed 
number plate recognition cameras to see if lorries on Saltby Road are breaching current 
regulations and suggest: 

 “where residents feel the HGV use of these roads is not legitimate, we request these 
concerns are raised to the Police, who have the necessary powers to enforce such 
restrictions. As part of any reports, we recommend details should include the date, time, 
location and if possible, the registration number of the vehicle and the name of the haulage 
company. This will enable the Police to contact the company and confirm if the vehicle was 
legitimately travelling within the zone or not. “  

Neighbourhood Plan: Alas, there has been no progress since the Spring Issue. The Parish 

Council has not received any feedback on its submission to register the Geese and Fountain 

Pub as an “Asset of Community Value”. 

Fault reporting: The website has a “Fault Report Form” button on the left-hand side of the 

home page. All local authorities have targets to respond to online queries. The Parish Clerk 

will forward any comments to the appropriate agency. 

CK&B Parish Councillors Diana Thomson; Patricia Laurance; Richard Botterill; Ray Ranns; Mike 

Beckett; Alan Pettitt. Parish Clerk Janice Fletcher ckparishclerk2019@gmail.com 

CKVH committee Kim Ranns; Jackie Johnston; Patricia Laurance; Finola Delamere; Sarah Mant;  

Lesley Hawkes; Clare Carvell; Mandy Pettitt; Cathy Tate. If you wish to contribute to CKVH news 

please contact the Village Hall Committee or email Finola finola@finspottery.co.uk.  

 

Small adverts will be free for the next 2 issues (after which there may be a nominal charge). 
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