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Notes and Copyright  

Organisation 

The document is laid out in accordance with English Heritage/ Historic England and CIFA guidelines.   

It is in two parts: (1) The Report and (2) The Appendices. 

The Report consists of the main text together with references and an Annex containing all maps, 

drawings, illustrations and photographs integral to the arguments made in the text. 

The Appendices consist of the evidence, records and other supporting material. 

Copyright 

Copyright remains the property of Coles Baxter Associates, however, a perpetual licence to reproduce 

the work is granted to the Croxton Kerrial and Branston Parish Council. 

Copyright on Illustrations 

All photographs used in this report, unless otherwise acknowledged, were taken by the Authors.  

Copyright on those photographs is waved for any non-commercial use by the Croxton Kerrial and 

Branston Parish Council and other local bodies contributing to the life of the parish including the 

Croxton School and the Parish Hall.    

Copyright for other illustrations is noted on the illustration.   

Where illustrations have been redrawn from an original source that is credited and the degree of 

modification noted.    

Where illustrations have been copied directly from original open sources the copyright of these sources 

is acknowledged.    

No illustration has been knowingly reproduced without appropriate permission.  Should any rights 

infringement come to light then Coles Baxter Associates LLP will immediately seek copyright permission 

and pay the appropriate fee. 

Completeness 

This report is as complete as the restrictions of time permit.  Should corrections or additional 

information come to light these will be added as they are discovered. 
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Summary of Findings  

The Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial is both typical and unique – typical in that it includes many features 

which are commonplace in the English East Midlands and yet unique in that each feature is a product of 

its own singular history and each has a story to tell.  The purpose of this study was to explore that story 

and undertaken an Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston.   

The study: 

Investigated the Historic Environment Record (HER) and heritage resources of  From the HER this report 

notes 107 known sites in the Parish and from the field survey and geophysical survey it adds a further 20 

previously unknown sites.  The record demonstrates evidence of human activity from the Late Upper 

Palaeolithic around 12,000 year ago to the present day.   

This underscored the value of the existing Landscape Character Areas by showing they have different 

archaeological sensitivities which correlate to contrasting land-use and settlement histories. 

Explored and restated the key historic environment characteristics of the Parish and the Villages to point 

to those elements of settlement form, construction materials and architectural styles which give the 

parish its character and “sense of place”.   

Explored the possible constraints on development which may arise from the presence of archaeological 

remains through a broad based analysis of the sensitivity of 332 land units across the parish as a whole 

and a more detailed analysis of 44 and 42 land units around Croxton Kerrial and Branston respectively.  

This demonstrated that the sensitivity of the land within both the Parish and the Village conservation 

areas is not uniform.    Six clusters of high sensitivity sites were noted: 

 The historic village core of Branston. 

 The historic village core of Croxton Kerrial and possible adjacent shrunken village elements. The 

potential Neolithic - Bronze Age burial and ritual landscape between Three Queens and King 

Lud’s Entrenchments.  

 The remains of Medieval Croxton Abbey and its monastic and parkland landscape. 

 The potential Late Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Roman sites on Lings Hill. 

 The potential Iron Age and Roman sites west of Terrace Hills and north of High Leys Farm. 

In addition it has undertaken a rapid assessment of the opportunities presented by the heritage of the 

parish including the potential for heritage tourism, creative re-use or re-purposing of buildings and 

better interpretation and public understanding.  It concluded there were options for: 

  Adaptive Reuse of pre 1919 Farm Buildings  

  History and Archaeology / Heritage Based Tourism 

  Food and Farm Tourism 

  Education Tourism 

The study concludes by outlining recommendations for the appropriate archaeological response to 

proposed developments in areas of high, medium, medium-low, low and neutral  archaeological 

sensitivity.   
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Note Regarding the Parish Name  

The Parish is formally “The Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston”.  In this report were the terms 

‘Croxton Parish’ or ‘the Parish’ (capital P) are used it implies the entire civil parish including Branston. 

Equally the terms ‘the villages’ or ‘the parish villages’ refers to both Croxton Kerrial and Branston.   

If the ecclesiastical parish is mentioned is referred to as such. 
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1 Purpose  

1.1 Coles Baxter Associates were asked by Croxton Kerrial Parish Council to undertake an 

Historic Environment Assessment (HEA) of the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston.  

1.2 The Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston sits in the North East of Melton Borough, 

Leicestershire.  It is a rural parish with two distinct village communities, Croxton Kerrial and 

Branston.   Both villages are mentioned in the Domesday Book and sit in a landscape of 

known heritage potential – well illustrated by the ongoing archaeological excavations of the 

Medieval Manor House at Croxton Kerrial by a local community archaeology group.    

1.3 The Parish Council is aware that heritage and the visitors it can attract is potentially one of 

the greatest opportunities for economic development in the Neighbourhood Plan.  It is also, 

potentially, one of the greatest constraints upon development.   

1.4 The purpose of this study was therefore to better understand the heritage resources of the 

Parish and to provide an evidence base to better inform the development of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

2 Aims  

2.1 The study set out to undertake an assessment of the historic environment of Croxton 

Kerrial, Branston and the surrounding civil parish.   The aims of the study were to: 

 Investigate the Historic Environment Record (HER) and heritage resources of the 

Parish. 

 Identify the key heritage and landscape elements which give the parish its 

character and “sense of place” these include landscape character, settlement form 

and local architectural styles. 

 Identify Historic Environment constraints on possible development in the Parish 

including an assessment of the potential heritage resource of those locations 

where development may be proposed as part of the parish Neighbourhood Plan.  

 Identify opportunities for possible heritage-led development including an 

assessment of the potential opportunities for heritage tourism, creative re-use or 

re-purposing of buildings and better interpretation and public understanding. 

 Produce a gazetteer of sites and monuments including any new sites identified in 

the study.  To notify Leicestershire County Council Heritage Service of any new or 

potential sites identified with a view to their inclusion in County, and later 

National, Historic Environment Records. 
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Map 1:   Location of the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston  

 (source: DEFRA “Magic” Website, 2016).   
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3 Methodology 

3.1 Standards 

3.1.1  This Historic Environment Assessment has been carried out in line with professional 

standards and guidance and relevant statutory requirements. The methodology and criteria 

used are based on the published guidance provided by English Heritage and profession 

bodies.   These include: 

 Understanding Place Historic Area Assessments: Principles and Practice (English 

Heritage 2010); 

 Understanding Place: Historic Area Assessments in a Planning and Development 

Context (English Heritage 2010); 

 Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for Desk-Based Assessment 

(IfA 1990, rev. 2008 & 2011); 

 Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act, 1979; 

 Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990; 

 National Planning Policy Framework (DC&LG 2012); 

 PPS 5 Planning for the Historic Environment: Historic Environment Planning 

Practice Guide (DC&LG, DCMS & EH 2010). 

3.2 Programme  

3.2.1 The study was undertaken in three stages:   

 Stage One:  Desk Based Survey & Consultation  

3.2.2 The first stage focused on the gathering of Historic Environment Record data through desk 

based survey.  This included evidence for history, landscape, settlement and building 

character.   

3.2.3 The primary source of information concerning the current state of historic environment 

knowledge within the study area was the Leicestershire Historic Environment Record (LHER) 

online database of archaeological sites, finds, monuments and events. 

3.2.4 Further resources consulted include: 

 Leicestershire County Records Office (documents, maps, plans, aerial photographs) 

 Heritage Gate Way (www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/) 

 National Heritage List for England, English Heritage – on-line list of Designated 

Heritage Assets (scheduled monuments, listed buildings, and registered parks and 

gardens) (REF) 

 Archaeology Data Service (www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk) (Excavation Index) 

 Relevant ‘grey literature’ on previous archaeological investigations held at the 

LHER, LCRO & ADS 

 Leicestershire Historic Landscape Characterisation Programme, Leicestershire 

County Council (REF) 

http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/
http://www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/
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 Environment Agency LIDAR data archive (EA 2016). 

 DEFRA “Magic” Website - geographic information about the natural environment 

from across government (EA, BGS etc.) (www.magic.gov.defra.uk). 

 Old Maps.co.uk (www.old-maps.co.uk) 

 National Library of Scotland UK Map Resources (REF)  

 Google Earth  

 Milepost Society 

 Church Heritage Records, Church of England  

3.2.5 This was supplemented by additional historical and archaeological material held at Coles 

Baxter Associates in-house library. 

3.2.6 The only significant known records not so far consulted are the Duke of Rutland / Manners 

archives at Belvoir Castle.  Much of the parish is part of the Belvoir Estate and it is known 

that there are relevant records.  The archive is not yet, however, fully indexed and it was 

not possible to explore this archive within the allotted timescale.    

3.2.7 In addition consultation took place with the local archaeological group, local museums and 

with the county archaeologist and records officers to incorporate local knowledge and 

locate relevant unpublished reports and material.   

 Stage Two:  Walk Over Survey & Geophysical Prospection 

3.2.8 The second stage was to explore sites which have been identified as potential development 

sites within the emergent Neighbourhood Plan.  This included walk-over survey of locations 

adjacent to each settlement together with geophysical prospection of three key areas at 

Croxton Kerrial: 

 Fields to the South of the Village and East of Highfield Farm 

 The open area in the centre of the village (bounded by buildings). 

 Fields West of the village and north of Chapel Lane.  

 Stage Three: Analysis and Statements 

3.2.9 The third stage drew the consultations and surveys together to develop a statement of: 

 The potential, importance (value) and sensitivity of heritage sites in the Parish 

 The landscape, settlement and local architecture of the Parish 

 How these contribute to the sense of place and how they might be conserved 

without inhibiting change and development beneficial to the community.  

 The constraints placed upon development by the historic environment 

 The opportunities for development presented by the historic environment. 

3.2.10 It was important that the report placed the Parish in a wider context and be cognisant of 

the Local Plan and the development proposed in and around the Borough and sub-region 

over the next ten years. 

3.2.11 The potential, importance and sensitivity of sites in the Parish was assessed using criteria 

which are described in detail below.  These are based on the national guidance outlined 

above. 

 

http://www.magic.gov.defra.uk/
http://www.old-maps.co.uk/
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3.3 Assessment Criteria  

3.3.1   The core aim of the HEA is to identify the known and likely archaeological potential within 

the study area and the relative value or importance of such a resource / asset. This 

information will be used to determine the likely heritage ‘sensitivity’, to potential 

development, within different zones of the study area. 

 Potential 

3.3.2  Where discussed within the report, the potential for surviving archaeological evidence is 

expressed along a scale as follows: 

High:   The available evidence suggests a high likelihood for past activity within 

the site and a strong potential for archaeological evidence to survive 

intact or reasonably intact; 

Medium:  The available evidence suggests a reasonable likelihood for past activity 

within the site and a potential that archaeological evidence may 

survive, although the nature and extent of survival is not thought to be 

significant; 

Low:  The available evidence suggests archaeological evidence of significant 

activity is unlikely to survive within the site, although some minor land-

use may have occurred; and 

Uncertain:  Insufficient information is available to assess; 

 Importance 

3.3.3  Where discussed within the report, the Importance (or Value) of a known or potential 

heritage resource / asset is expressed along a scale as follows: 

National:  The highest status of asset, e.g. scheduled monuments (or 

undesignated assets of schedulable quality and importance), Grade I 

and Grade II* listed buildings. Well preserved historic landscape, 

whether inscribed or not, with exceptional coherence, time depth, or 

other critical factor(s); 

Regional:  Designated or undesignated archaeological sites; well preserved 

structures or buildings of historical significance, historic landscapes or 

assets of a reasonably defined extent and significance, or reasonable 

evidence of occupation / settlement, ritual, industrial activity etc; 

Local:  Undesignated sites with some evidence of human activity but which are 

in a fragmentary or poor state, or assets of limited historic value but 

which have the potential to contribute to local research objectives, 

structures or buildings of potential historical merit; 

Negligible:  Historic assets with very little or no surviving archaeological interest or 

buildings; 

Unknown:  Insufficient information exists to assess the importance of a feature 

(e.g. unidentified features on aerial photographs); 
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 Sensitivity 

3.3.4 The ‘sensitivity’ of each area has been determined through a consideration of the location, 

extent and proximity to existing designations and known archaeological evidence; an 

assessment of potential for previously unknown archaeological evidence; likely extent of 

past impacts (where known); the likely importance or value of the archaeological resource 

(should it be present) and the likely archaeological and planning constraints and 

considerations should the site / area be proposed for development. 

3.3.5  Sensitivity is expressed in the report as ranging between the scales of Neutral, Low, Low – 

Medium and High. The criteria for assessing the sensitivity is set out in the Table, below; 

including examples of the type of evidence / sites within each level and likely planning 

considerations and constraints. 

3.3.6  The criteria for sensitivity, the examples used and the likely recommendations are 

determined by reference to existing designations (where available) and based upon on 

professional knowledge and judgement. 

   

Table 1:   Criteria for assessing sensitivity and likely planning recommendations 

 Heritage 

Sensitivity  

Definition Examples  Likely Planning Considerations  

 High Designated Assets 
or undesignated 
sites /areas 
considered to be of 
between Regional 
and National 
Importance 

AND / OR 

sites / areas for 
which the 
surrounding 
evidence would 
suggest a potential 
for significant 
archaeological 
evidence and likely 
to require a 
programme of 
detailed 
predetermination 
investigation 

Scheduled 
Monuments  

Undesignated assets 
of schedulable 
quality and 
importance 

Extremely well 
preserved historic 
Landscapes  

Areas within the 
historic cores of the 
settlements (as 
identified on the 
LHER) 

Areas of known / 
previously recorded 
shrunken / deserted 
settlement activity 

Areas considered to 
have a high potential 
to lie within the 
extent of past / 
shrunken settlement 
activity 

Areas with 
upstanding 
earthworks and / or 
well defined or 

Early consultation with Melton Borough 
Council’s Archaeological Advisor highly 
recommended; 

Planning applications likely to physically or 
visually impact scheduled monuments will 
require detailed consultation with, 
archaeological advisors to the Local 
Authority and English Heritage in addition to 
Scheduled Monument Consent; 

Developments likely to constitute a high 
impact upon designated assets would not 
be recommended, and should remains of 
national importance be encountered it is 
possible that programmes of in situ 
preservation may be required. 

Proposed development within undesignated 
sites will likely require a programme of 
predetermination assessment. This will be 
dependent upon the size and scale of the 
proposed development (impact etc.) which 
could comprise one, or several of, the 
following: 

 Detailed archaeological assessment at 
an early stage as possible to assess the 
specific site (e.g. walkover survey, 
historical background etc.) and 
determine likely impact from proposed 
development works; 

 Programmes of on-site survey such as 
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extensive cropmarks 

Areas of known 
prehistoric, Roman 
or early Medieval 
settlement / ritual 
activity or which are 
considered to have a 
high potential for 
encountering such 
activity 

earthworks survey / geophysical survey; 

 Evaluation trenching required to assess 
the character, state of preservation and 
significance of any buried archaeology; 

 Programmes of open area excavation 
and / or controlled watching briefs may 
be required, depending upon the results 
of evaluation; 

Post-excavation works will also be required 
following on site investigations. 

 Medium Undesignated sites 
/areas considered 
to be of between 
Local and Regional 
Importance 

AND / OR 

Sites / areas for 
which the 
surrounding 
evidence would 
suggest a potential 
for significant 
archaeology or 
archaeology of 
unknown nature 
and extent, for 
which a programme 
of predetermination 
investigation may 
be required; 

Areas in the fringes 
of historic cores or 
shrunken / deserted 
settlements where 
there is considered 
some potential for 
settlement or 
associated activity; 

Areas adjacent to 
known or potential 
prehistoric, Roman 
or early Medieval 
settlement / ritual 
activity, where 
associated evidence 
may be present – 
such as corridors 
along Roman roads; 
or  

Areas between large 
concentrations of 
settlement, ritual 
activity or other 
substantial activity 
where similar or 
related evidence 
could be present; 

Areas adjacent to 
sites of upstanding 
earthworks or well 
defined or extensive 
cropmarks where 
associated evidence 
may be present or 
full nature and 
extent of cropmarks 
/ earthworks are 
uncertain 

Areas of identified 
cropmarks and / or 
earthworks; 

Planned landscapes 
and gardens; 

No statutory constraints to proposed 
development 

Pre-planning consultation with Melton 
Borough Council’s Archaeological Advisor 
recommended; 

Proposed development may require a 
programme of pre-determination 
assessment (depending upon the size and 
scale of the proposed development etc.) 
which could comprise one, or several of, the 
following: 

 An archaeological assessment (including 
walk-over survey) and assessment of 
likely impact from proposed 
development works; 

AND / OR 

 Programme of pre-determination 
fieldwork comprising of either 
evaluation trenching (to assess the 
character, state of preservation and 
significance of any buried archaeology) 
and / or on-site geophysical / earthwork 
survey. 

 Should remains of national importance 
be encountered it is possible that 
programmes of in situ preservation may 
be required. 

Should in situ preservation not be required, 
further investigation may be conditioned, 
comprising: 

 Programmes of Evaluation trenching 
(following assessment or on-site survey 
work); 

 Programmes of controlled watching 
briefs; and / or 

 Programmes of open area excavation   

Post-excavation works will also be required 
following on site investigations. 
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 Low -

Medium 

Areas of ridge & 
furrow, lynchets, 
fieldbanks or 
ancient trackways 
considered to be of 
Local Importance 

Areas of landscape 
archaeology 
(including ridge & 
furrow, lynchets, 
fieldbanks or ancient 
trackways) which are 
considered to have 
value as examples of 
past land-use and 
development; value 
as physical examples 
of upstanding 
remains; and / or a 
potential to conceal 
evidence of earlier 
archaeology (e.g. 
cropmarks); 

No statutory constraints to proposed 
development 

Consultation with Melton Borough Council’s 
Archaeological Advisor recommended pre-
submission; 

Proposed development may require a 
programme of pre-determination 
assessment (depending upon the size and 
scale of the proposed development etc.) 
comprising a basic archaeological 
assessment, including walk-over survey, and 
appraisal of likely impacts from proposed 
development works; 

N.B. If the area of low – medium sensitivity 
borders an area of high sensitivity (e.g. 
historic settlement) pre-determination 
fieldwork may be required. 

AND / OR 

A programme of test/evaluation trenching 
and / or controlled watching briefs should 
be a condition of planning permission. 

Large scale, high impact, developments will 
require programmes of pre-determination 
evaluation trenching. 

If remains of national importance are 
discovered then it is possible that in-situ 
preservation may be required. 

Post-excavation works will also be required 
following on site investigations. 

 Low Undesignated sites / 
areas considered to 
be of Negligible to 
Local Importance 

AND / OR 

Sites / areas for 
which the 
surrounding 
evidence would 
suggest a low, 
negligible or 
uncertain 
archaeological 
potential, and for 
which programmes 
of investigation may 
be required, but 
unlikely at the pre-
determination 
stage; 

Areas with no visible 
evidence of 
archaeology 
recorded on the 
LHER database, 
historical and 
mapping evidence, 
aerial photographic 
evidence and / or 
available LIDAR 
survey data; 

Areas not within or 
within close 
proximity to any 
previously identified, 
significant, 
archaeological 
evidence 

No statutory constraints to proposed 
development 

Consultation with Melton Borough Council’s 
Archaeological Advisor recommended to 
confirm requirements; 

Pre-determination works unlikely; although 
a Heritage Statement style document may 
be required to be submitted as part of the 
planning application in order to state the 
likely magnitude and areas of impact and 
include a site walk-over to identify any 
potential archaeological / built heritage 
features 

AND / OR 

Depending upon the size and scale of the 
development etc. of a programmes of 
archaeological works may be required, 
comprising: 

Programme of evaluative fieldwork; 

AND / OR 

Programmes of mitigation works, which 
could take the form of controlled watching 
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briefs or open area excavation 

N.B. Programmes of pre-determination 
evaluation trenching may be required for 
large scale, high impact development; 
Should remains of national importance be 
encountered it is possible that programmes 
of in situ preservation may be required. 
Post-excavation works will also be required 
following on site investigations. 

 Neutral Areas and / or sites 
considered likely to 
have been highly  
impacted or 
truncated by past 
development 

AND / OR 

Sites where large 
scale archaeological 
investigation has 
identified no 
archaeological 
potential 

Areas truncated by 
quarrying activity or 
similar extraction 
related processes 

No statutory constraints to proposed 
development 

No further works recommended 

 

3.4 Caveats and Limitations 

 Scope and Sources 

3.4.1 This programme of Historic Environment Assessment has been largely undertaken as a 

desk-top assessment, using readily available sources of evidence.  

3.4.2 It has already been noted that one private archive, that of the Dukes of Rutland held at 

Belvoir Castle, has the potential to throw further light on the more recent development of 

the landscape.  It is likely that more detailed work, using this and other primary sources, 

would provide further information upon the study area.  While this may alter the detail of 

current understanding as to how the landscape and heritage resource has been created it is 

thought unlikely to change our overall conclusions as to the heritage potential, importance 

and sensitivity of key areas with the Parish. 

3.4.3 Other additional sources could include:  

 Detailed historic mapping and documentary evidence held at Leicestershire County 

Records Office, local libraries, the National Archives or private collections; 

 Detailed aerial photographic collections held at The English Heritage Archive; 

 Information on past disturbances from land-owners; 

 Information on the nature of below ground deposits from historical geotechnical 

site investigations and similar activities. 
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3.4.4 Fieldwork has been limited to walk over surveys of key locations identified from the Desk 

Based Survey, a sample of fields surrounding the key villages, together with partial 

geophysical survey of three locations of potential archaeological significance. 

3.4.5 The sample of sites walked provided an insight into the nature of the study areas and 

individual sites and has enabled some assessment of the available Leicestershire Historic 

Environment Record and designated heritage asset information.  This has provided a 

number of annotations to the record but it has not challenged the basic validity of the 

record itself.  

3.4.6 Obviously this sample walk over survey could be expanded to cover all the sites and 

monuments identified in the Leicestershire Historic Environment Record.   

3.4.7  This assessment has not included an appraisal of significant hedgerows or boundaries (in 

respect of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997).   

3.4.8 The assessment does not include a formal assessment of likely or potential visual impacts 

upon the character of heritage assets or their setting.  This includes the impact upon the 

setting of scheduled monuments, registered parks and gardens, conservation areas and 

listed buildings. Where development is proposed within, or within proximity to such assets 

(and undesignated assets) visual impact should always be considered. 

 Date and Timeliness of Study 

3.4.9 The conclusions of this assessment are based upon the readily available data and advice 

obtained between 1st November 2015 and 31st March 2016. This information should be 

considered accurate and up-to-date at the time of assessment only.  There is potential for 

new information to be received by the Leicestershire Historic Environment Record and / or 

alterations to existing (or additions of new) designations, which may change the 

understanding of the nature and extent of the heritage resource within the study areas. 

 Mapping 

3.4.10 This report includes summary maps displaying relevant heritage assets. Every effort has 

been made to ensure these maps display this data as accurately and clearly as possible; 

however in some instances the scale and size of the maps means features and monuments 

may be obscured by one another (for example displaying several listed gravestones within a 

single graveyard, or several listed buildings adjacent to each other).  For individual features 

consult Appendix A, the HER Gazetteer.  For planning and development purposes 

consultation should always be undertaken with the Leicestershire Historic Environment 

Record, the Heritage Advisor to Melton Borough Council and with English Heritage’s online 

National Heritage List for England, to ensure up-to-date information on finds, features, 

monuments and designated assets are obtained before any planning application 

submission. 

 Potential 

3.4.11 Due to the nature of buried archaeology and the limitations of a desk-top assessment, the 

presence of and / or potential for encountering archaeological evidence always has a 

degree of uncertainty. 

3.4.12 The absence of evidence should not be presumed to mean evidence of absence and to this 

end, for example, the classification of an area as having ‘low sensitivity’ cannot be taken to 

mean ‘no archaeological potential’. 
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3.4.13 The possibility for encountering previously unknown evidence should always be considered. 

Such evidence could range in importance from negligible to national importance and could 

require a range of archaeological works, from small scale watching briefs to preservation in 

situ. 

 Sensitivity 

3.4.14 Maps have been produced for both villages and the wider parish, denoting areas of high to 

low sensitivity. Whilst every effort has been made to ensure these maps are as precise as 

possible, inaccuracies may occur due to the limitations of source materials (for example 

field boundaries not shown on maps; incorrect or out-of-date information from external 

sources; transposition form one data source to another; and the general limitations of a 

desk-top study). 

3.4.15 The sensitivity maps should be regarded as guidance only and not as definitive evidence of 

archaeological potential or sensitivity. Similarly, the planning considerations and 

recommendations presented for each grade of sensitivity should be taken as guidance only. 

3.4.16  The final archaeological / heritage planning requirements considerations and / or 

conditions will be dependent upon the nature and extent (and impact) of proposed 

development; the conditions and potential of individual sites; the most up-to-date HER data 

and the professional knowledge and judgement of the Local Planning Authorities’ 

archaeological advisors. 
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4 Planning Background 

4.1  National Planning Policy Framework (March 2012) 

4.1.1  The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published on the 27th March 2012 and 

immediately superseded a number of Planning Policy Statements and Guidance, including 

Planning Policy Statement 5: Planning for the Historic Environment. The NPPF sets out the 

government’s planning policies for England and outlines a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development, of which it indicates there are three dimensions: economic, social 

and environmental. The document sets out 12 Core Planning Principles of which the 

conservation of heritage assets is one. 

4.1.2  The NPPF states in Paragraph 17, as one of its core principles, that “planning should 

conserve heritage assets in a manner appropriate to their significance, so that they can be 

enjoyed for their contribution to the quality of life of this and future generations.” 

4.1.3 NPPF does not change the existing legal framework for the designation of scheduled 

monuments, listed buildings, conservation areas, registered parks and gardens or protected 

wrecks.  The criteria for gaining scheduled monument consent, listed building consent, 

conservation area consent or licences to deal with protected wrecks are set out in existing 

laws. The NPPF does not retain all the key definitions outlined in PPS 5 (for example Historic 

Interest and Architectural and Artistic Interest have been omitted from the new 

framework). Those definitions which have been retained have not been changed in 

substance but in some cases have been made more concise. 

4.1.4  Although PPS 5 has been replaced, the accompanying Practice Guide (DCLG, DCMS & EH 

2010) has been retained. The information and guidance in the Practice Guide remains in 

force and cogent. 

4.1.5  Section 12 of the NPPF deals specifically with conserving and enhancing the historic 

environment, although specific reference to heritage issues is made elsewhere in the 

framework where relevant. Emphasis has been place on conserving and enhancing the 

significance of heritage assets and Paragraph 126 indicates that local planning authorities 

should consider: 

 The desirability of sustaining and enhancing the significance of heritage assets and 

putting them to viable uses consistent with their conservation; 

 The wider social, cultural, economic and environmental benefits that conservation 

of the historic environment can bring; 

 The desirability of new development making a positive contribution to local 

character and distinctiveness; and 

 Opportunities to draw on the contribution made by the historic environment to 

the character of a place. 

4.1.6  To assist in decision making, in Paragraph 128, NPPF requires developers to identify any 

heritage assets which may be impacted by a proposed development and describe its 

significance, including any contribution to that significance that may be made by the asset’s 

setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to asset’s significance and should allow 

the planning authority to understand potential impacts to that significance. 

4.1.7  Paragraph 132 notes that where designated asset‘s are concerned great weight should be 

given to the asset’s conservation. The paragraph notes that harm can be caused by physical 



Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial, Leicestershire (Project Ref: 16-010) 

Final Report                                                                   

 

 

Coles Baxter Associates LLP  13 

damage to the assets or through development within its setting and that loss of significance 

should require ‘clear and convincing justification’. Substantial harm to or loss of a 

designated heritage asset should be ‘exceptional’ where a Grade II listed building or park 

and garden are concerned; and should be ‘wholly exceptional’ where Grade I and II* listed 

buildings or parks and gardens, scheduled ancient monuments, protected wrecks, 

battlefields and World Heritage Sites are concerned. Where harm to an asset’s significance 

is less than substantial, any harm should be weighed against the public benefit. Assets 

which are not designated but which are of schedulable quality should be assessed under 

the policies for designated assets (Paragraph 139). 

4.1.8  Impacts upon non-designated heritage assets are also a pertinent planning consideration. 

Paragraph 135 indicates that impacts upon such assets, whether direct or indirect, shall be 

taken into account when making the planning decision and the decision maker will have 

regard to the scale of the significance of the asset and any harm or loss which might be 

caused to it by the proposed development. Any such impacts should be considered in the 

planning balance. 

4.1.9  Where a heritage asset is to be lost, either in part or in whole, as a result of the 

development, the local planning authority should require developers to “record and 

advance the understanding of the significance of the heritage asset’s […] in a manner 

appropriate to their importance and the impact, and should make this evidence publicly 

accessible. (Paragraph 141)”. 

4.2 Melton Borough Council Local Plan Review 

4.2.1  The District Local Plan sets out Melton Borough Council's policies and proposals for the 

development and use of land. 

4.2.2 The current Melton Local Plan was adopted in 1999.  Work to replace the plan commenced 

in 2010 and a Local Development Framework Core Strategy was submitted for examination 

in 2012.  This was not supported by the Planning Inspectorate leading to the strategy being 

withdrawn from examination in April 2013.   

4.2.3 Since then a revised Melton Local Plan, taking into account changes in national planning 

policy (above), has been in preparation to cover the period up 2036.  See 

http://www.meltonplan.co.uk/. 

4.2.4 An important change was the introduction/formalisation of Neighbourhood Planning 

through the Localism Act 2011. This provides communities with the opportunity to develop 

their own planning frameworks and manage development in their neighbourhoods. Once in 

place Neighbourhood Plans will also guide decisions on local planning applications.   

4.2.5 Until the new Melton Local Plan is in Place (predicted to be April 2017) a number of polices 

were “saved” from the Melton Local Plan 1999 and “these policies read in conjunction with 

the National Planning Policy Framework, will guide decisions on planning applications up 

until the New Local Plan reaches its later stages of preparation” (MBC 2016).   The saved 

policies relevant to the Historic Environment can be found at: 

http://www.melton.gov.uk/downloads/file/883/built_environment_and_conservationpdf 

4.2.6 While these saved policies continue to be applied, the neighbourhood plan for Croxton 

Kerrial and Branston Parish currently in development will, to gain approval, need to be 

congruent with the overarching policies set out in the emergent Melton Borough Local 

Plan.  This plan is currently (March 2016) at the consultation stage.  It is therefore 

http://www.meltonplan.co.uk/
http://www.melton.gov.uk/downloads/file/883/built_environment_and_conservationpdf
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appropriate to explore the policies which will be current (and therefore the required 

benchmark) for the neighbourhood plan.   

4.3 Melton Borough Draft Local Plan Historic Environment Policies  

4.3.1 The following emergent policies are relevant to the consideration of the historic 

environment in Croxton Kerrial & Branston: 

 Policy EN1 - Landscape 

 Policy EN2 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity 

 Policy EN5 – Local Green Space 

 Policy EN6 – Settlement Character  

 Policy EN13 – Heritage Assets 

 Policy EC8 – Sustainable Tourism 

 4.3.2 Other polices such as those for energy generation from sustainable sources (EN10) may 

have direct impacts on buried assets and also upon factors such as the view of, and view 

from, heritage assets.  Similarly the policies for Transport (IN1), Climate Change (EN8) and 

Flooding (EN11) can have impacts on the use and fabric of historic buildings and structures. 

4.3.3 The key policy, however, is that which relates to heritage assets, in full this states:   

 
Policy EN13 – Heritage Assets 

Melton Borough has a number of important historic assets.  These include Listed Buildings, 

Conservation Areas, Scheduled Monuments (SMs) and other archaeological remains in 

addition to other important heritage features. 

The Borough of Melton contains heritage assets that are at risk through neglect, decay or 

other threats.  These will be preserved, protected and where possible enhanced. 

The NPPF provides national policy for considering proposals which affect a heritage asset.  

This includes the need to assess the effect of a proposal on the significance of an asset and 

the need for a balanced judgement about the scale of any harm of loss and significance of 

the heritage asset. 

The Council will take a positive approach to the conservation of heritage assets and the 

wider environment through: 

A)  seeking to ensure the protection and enhancement of Heritage Assets and their setting 

when considering proposals for development of on, in, or adjacent to them.  Proposed 

development should avoid hard to the significance of historic sites, buildings or areas, 

including their setting. 

B)  seeking new developments to make a positive contribution to the character and 

distinctiveness of the local area. 

C)  ensuring that new developments in conservation areas are consistent with the 

identified special character of those areas, and seeing to identify ne conservation areas, 

where appropriate; 

D)  seeking to secure the viable and sustainable future of heritage assets through uses that 
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are consistent with the heritage asset and its conservation; and  

E)  allowing sustainable tourism opportunities in Heritage Assets in the borough where 

uses are appropriate and would not undermine the integrity or significance of the heritage 

asset. 

 

4.3.4 In the context of Croxton Kerrial and Branston Parish there are three other policies which of 

particular significance: 

 

 
Policy EN1 – Landscape 

The character of Melton Borough’s landscape and countryside will be enhanced and 

protected, by: 

Ensuring new development is sensitive to landscape setting and enhances the distinctive 

qualities of the landscape character type (as defined in the landscape character 

assessment); 

Requiring new developments to respect existing landscape character and features.  

Proposals will be supported where they do not adversely affect important landscape 

features including: 

 Distinctive topography; 

 Important trees, hedges and other vegetation features; 

 Important ponds, water course & other water areas; 

 Important views, approaches and settings. 

In addition new developments will be supported where they 

 Do not adversely affect and area’s sense of place and local distinctiveness; 

 Do not adversely affect areas of tranquillity which have remained relatively 

undisturbed by noise and are prized for their recreational and amenity value, unless 

proposals can be adequately mitigated through the use of buffering. 

In order to mitigate potential harm to the built form at the settlement fringe and its 

relationship to the landscape, proposals will be required to respond to guidance in the 

individual assessments of settlement fringe sensitivity in the “Areas of Separation, 

Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space Study”. 

Neighbourhood plans will be encouraged to use evidence provided in the “Areas of 

Separation, Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space Study” to inform site 

allocations and design guidance such that the Borough’s landscape will be enhanced and 

protected. 

  

 
Policy EN5 – Local Green Space 

Development proposals will be supported where they protect designated local spaces in 

the borough. 

Proposals should not harm the key features, value and functionality of local green space 
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such that its character is protected 

Neighbourhood Plans are encouraged to designate additional Local Green Space as 

evidenced by the Areas of Separation, Settlement Fringe Sensitivity and Local Green Space 

Study. 

 

 
Policy EN6 – Settlement Character 

Development proposals will be supported where they do not harm open space which: 

 Contributes positively to the individual character of a settlement; 

 Contributes to the setting of historic built for and features; 

 Contributes to the key characteristics and features of conservation areas as 

identified in the conservation area appraisals; and 

 Forms a key entrance and / or gateway to the settlement. 

Development proposals will be supported where they do not harm individual features of a 

settlement which contribute towards settlement character as identified in a 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

4.3.5 As the Parish Council has specifically requested consideration be given to the possible use 

of heritage assets for tourism development consideration should also be given to the 

provisions of the sustainable tourism policy: 

 

 
Policy EN7 – Sustainable Tourism 

Sustainable tourism, visitor and cultural development proposals where they improve the 

facilities for visitors, including attractions and accommodation subject to the proposal: 

 Being of appropriate use, form and character; 

 Not adversely affecting the landscape; 

 Not adversely affecting best and most versatile agricultural land; 

 Not adversely affecting designated habitats and species; and  

 Being of an appropriate scale in the context of the host settlement; 

 Not having an adverse impact on the amenities of existing residents; and 

 Having benefits to local businesses in creating the potential to generate revenues; 

Attractions and facilities of a significant scale should be located firstly with town centres, 

and then on edge of town centres, and then at other accessible locations.   
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5 Environment  

5.1 Location 

5.1.1 The Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial and Branston is situated in the North East corner of 

Melton Borough and Leicestershire.  To the north-west is Rushcliffe District, to the north 

Newark & Sherwood District – both in Nottinghamshire; to the east is South Kesteven 

District in Lincolnshire and to the south-east is the unitary authority of Rutland. 

5.1.2 It is a rural parish with two villages; Croxton Kerrial and Branston.  The larger village, 

Croxton Kerrial, lies approximately equidistant between Melton Mowbray and Grantham 

on the A607. 

5.1.3 The Parish is roughly 8 km east to west and 6 km north to south and covers an area of c.23 

square Km.  It is one of the larger civil parishes by area within Melton Borough  

5.2 Geology 

5.2.1 Croxton Kerrial parish is geologically typical of the east of Leicestershire.  Although only a 

limited range of rock types are present at surface, deep bore holes, such as that at Saltby to 

the south of the Parish, demonstrate the sequence of buried rocks which have shaped the 

landscape and may yet influence its future development.   

5.2.2 At depth the parish is underlain by intensely folded Pre-Cambrian sedimentary rocks similar 

to those seen at surface in Charnwood Forest.  With an age greater than 684 million year 

these rocks are amongst the oldest in England and Wales.  In places, such as Mountsorrel, 

they are penetrated by younger igneous rocks which have been extensively quarried for 

roadstone. 

5.2.3 These ancient Pre-Cambrian rocks form a large, and relatively stable, buried block upon 

which much of the landscape of the East Midlands is built.  The surface of this block is 

irregular and shows evidence of very ancient long term erosion.  Sitting unconformably on 

this eroded surface are very much younger rocks of Carboniferous Age (345 to 290 Million 

Years).   

5.2.4 At the Saltby borehole these were represented by 247 metres of shales and sandstones 

belonging to the Millstone Grit at base and grading upwards into the Lower Coal measures.  

As one moves north the thickness of these Coal Measures increases and there are extensive 

untapped reserves of coal present beneath the Vale of Belvoir and Croxton Kerrial Parish.   

5.2.5 The surface of the Coal Measures is also heavily eroded and at Croxton Kerrial the younger 

overlying rocks lie unconformably on that surface.  The contact is uneven; at Saltby the 

Carboniferous rocks are overlain by 247 metres of Triassic rocks (225 to 195 Million Years) 

consisting of Sherwood Sandstones (Bunter Pebble Beds), Keuper Marls and Rhaetic Shales.  

These pass conformably upwards into Jurassic (195 to 167 Million years) Lower Lias Clays, 

Middle Lias Silts, Silty Clays and Marlstone and Upper Lias Clays.  Above this the sequence 

of Inferior Oolite Series and Great Oolite Series rocks are exposed at the surface and can be 

found across the modern landscape.   

5.2.6 Generally these Jurassic clays, ironstones and limestones offer greatly differing resistance 

to erosion creating a variable local topography; The thick clay formations alternate with 

thinner layers of ironstones and harder bands of limestones which typically stand out as 
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small ridges.  The highest parts of Leicestershire, including the Belvoir Scarp, consist of 

Marlstone which caps the clays.   

5.2.7 This can be seen in the Parish:  To the west the highland on the edge of the Wolds 

escarpment is Marlstone, the Knipton bowl is Northamptonshire ironstone.  To the south 

and east of Croxton Kerrial village are limestones.   Much of this solid geology is masked by 

superficial “drift” deposits of recent date (discussed below).   

5.2.8 These rocks have all been quarried.  Older workings were mostly for building stone and on a 

fairly modest scale with relatively limited impact upon the character of the landscape.   

5.2.9 During the 1880’s large scale opencast ironstone quarry operations started in the area.  A 

considerable area around Eastwell, Easton and Branston, the vale north of Croxton Kerrial 

to Harston and south to Sproxton and Buckminster was quarried over the next 90 years.  

The last workings were in the late 1970’s and the workings have now been infilled, re-

graded and restored to agricultural use.  

5.2.10 Based on the British Geological Survey Records around 15% by area of the parish has been 

quarried for ironstone.  Early pits however were not fully recorded and this figure may 

therefore be an underestimate.  

5.3 Geomorphology & Recent Geological History 

5.3.1 The landscape of Croxton Kerrial & Branston Parish consists of gently rolling countryside 

forming undulating uplands. These are abruptly terminated by the Marlstone escarpment 

of the Belvoir Scarp which dramatically falls to the flat claylands of the Vale of Belvoir to the 

north-west. 

5.3.2 The parish forms a section of the Leicestershire Wolds escarpment; the scarp (steep) slope 

of which faces northwards over the Vale of Belvoir and the shallow dip slope runs south and 

south-east.  As you proceed south and east across the dip slope there are minor secondary 

scarps occasioned by younger and harder rocks at surface such as the Jurassic limestones 

on which Croxton Kerrial village is built.   

5.3.3 Cut into the Belvoir scarp is the Knipton Bowl.  This forms a deep semi-circular steep sided 

“bite” out of the escarpment.  The Marlstone extends along the Belvoir ridge to the Castle 

and wraps around the bowl resuming the scarp front at Denton.  

5.3.4 How this landscape came about is the result of relatively recent geological events during 

successive glaciations; in particular the Anglian glaciation which largely created the modern 

British Landscape.  The particular impacts of glaciation are described alongside the 

archaeology of the period below, sufficient to say the Anglian glaciation shaped the Belvoir 

Scarp and most likely started the erosion of the Knipton Bowl.   The power of the glacial can 

be witnessed by the presence of large “rafted” blocks of Ironstone within the glacial clays 

south of Croxton indicating that large scale erosion of the scarp edge took place during the 

Anglian Glaciation.   

5.3.5 The initial scouring was then modified during subsequent interglacials.  During the last 

major glaciation of the UK – the Devensian – the parish was not over ridden by ice but ice 

did surge into the Trent lowlands and blocked the drainage of the ancestral River Trent. 

This created large glacial lakes which laid down stiff blue-grey clays over much of the Trent 

Valley and Vale of Belvoir.    
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5.3.6 South of the ice sheet periglacial conditions with extreme winter cold, permanently frozen 

ground, sudden spring snow melt and brief “arctic” summers would have prevailed – 

conditions not too dissimilar to those present today in the Northern Canada or Siberia. In 

these conditions sudden spring snow melt releases large volumes of water which are 

effective at carving steep sided v shaped valleys.  This phase of valley incision was probably 

most active during the final phases of the Devensian glacial and the very early post-glacial. 

5.4 Soils 

5.4.1 The parish has four main soil types which are strongly related to topography and underlying 

solid and drift geology: 

 Shallow lime-rich soils over chalk or limestone:  These are confined to the south-

east corner of the parish and overly the Jurassic Limestones  

 Slowly permeable seasonally wet slightly acid but base-rich loamy and clayey 

soils:  These occur as a belt running approximately west-east across with a 

southward extension towards Saltby.  They mostly occur on Lias Clays lying below 

the limestone scarp edge or on glacial clays (boulder clay) overlying the buried 

palaeo-channel which runs from Croxton Kerrial towards Saltby. 

 Freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils:  these occur throughout the 

Knipton Bowl and up towards the Belvoir Scarp Ridge.  A further separate area 

occurs around Croxton Abbey and Croxton Park.  These soils are largely developed 

on the Marlstones and Ironstones where glacial and peri-glacial deposits are 

absent or relatively thin.   

 Loamy Soils with naturally high ground water:  Very small areas of these soils are 

developed on glacial, peri-glacial and alluvial deposits in the lowest parts of the 

Knipton Bowl along the River Devon.   

5.4.2 All the soils within the parish tend to have a high windblown silt component (Loess) derived 

from glacial outwash at the end of the last glaciation.   

5.4.3 In agricultural terms where the Lias Clays form the underlying geology they give rise to clay 

soils that are difficult to work and which are traditionally under pasture.  Arable usage 

tends to be located on the Limestones, Marlstones and Ironstones which produce soils that 

are lighter and more loamy in character. The most easily worked soils, on the Marlstone, 

tend to have a calcareous and loamy or marl make-up. 

5.5 Waters - Rivers and Lakes 

5.5.1 Drainage in the parish is predominantly northwards towards the Vale of Belvoir and the 

River Trent.  It reflects the step scarp slope and the major influence of the Knipton Bowl on 

the landscape.   In the east of the parish the main drainage is the River Devon which starts 

near Eastwell and runs around and below Eaton before falling into what is now Knipton 

Reservoir.  Along the way it picks up three short tributary streams on the western side of 

the Bowl. 

5.5.2 In the centre of the area the Croxton Brook commences in the Croxton Park and flows 

northwards west of Croxton Kerrial before joining the River Devon at Knipton.  This has 

several small tributary streams which drain the east side of the bowl. 
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5.5.3 In the west an unnamed brook commences at a spring east of Croxton Kerrial and flows 

north below Conygear Wood and through Harston before joining the River Devon north of 

Knipton.  

5.5.4 The river Devon then flows north across the claylands of the Vale of Belvoir before 

eventually joining the River Trent at Newark-on-Trent. 

5.5.5 In the south and east of the parish is an area of limestone with limited surface water 

drainage.  In the very south a few small brooks flow out of the parish, coalesce into the 

River Eye near Saltby, and then flow south eventually turning south-west and joining the 

River Wreak at Melton Mowbrey. 

5.5.6 There are no natural lakes within the parish but there are several former mill ponds, cattle 

ponds and fish ponds together with the significant Knipton Reservoir on the River Devon.  

The latter was created as a reservoir for the Grantham Canal in 1798.  None of the ponds 

are recorded as of more than local ecological importance. 

5.6 Vegetation and Ecology 

5.6.1 The ecology of the parish has three main elements; arable, long established pasture and 

plantation woodlands.  

5.6.2 A map showing the distribution of the principle habitat types of ecological interest in 

Croxton Kerrial Parish is given in the annex, below.  The map is generated from DEFRA and 

Environment Agency data using the DEFRA ”Magic” Website (download 2016).  

5.6.3 Land use records show that over the last forty years areas of arable cultivation have 

expanded as the expense of long established pasture.   The remaining areas of pasture are 

shown in the map for Habitats in the Annex to this report.  Pasture is divided between areas 

of Lowland Calcareous Grassland and Lowland Dry Acid Grassland.  The presence of springs 

(some saline) has create permanently waterlogged and slightly saline soil conditions in 

some restricted areas, these in turn these support small areas of Floodplain Grazing Marsh.   

5.6.4 The proportions of woodland have remained relatively constant since 1948 (Hoskins survey 

data).   Woodland is predominately plantations with stands of both deciduous and 

coniferous species.  Small areas of mixed deciduous woodland are present associated with 

archaeogical sites and monuments (e.g. Croxton Abbey Park and King Lud’s 

Entrenchments).  There are also small patches of what is clearly secondary growth on 

abandoned late 19th century ironstone workings and railway lines.   There is no evidence for 

ancient woodland in the strictest sense in the Parish. 

5.7 Designated and Protected Sites, Habitats and Species 

5.7.1 A map showing the distribution of protected sites, habitats and species in Croxton Kerrial 

Parish is given in the annex, below.  The map is generated from DEFRA and Environment 

Agency data using the DEFRA ”Magic” Website (download 2016).  

5.7.2 There are four sites designated as Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) because of their 

environmental and ecological value.   The locations of the sites are shown on the map in the 

Annex.   

5.7.3 The key sites are: 

 Terrace Hills Pasture SSSI:  Low land Calcareous Grassland  
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 Croxton Park SSSI:   Deciduous Woodland, Wood Pasture and  

       Lowland Dry Acid Grassland.  

 King Lud’s Entrenchment and the Drift SSSI:  Deciduous Woodland   

      and Established Hedgerow 

5.7.4 One key areas of ecological interest is Croxton Abbey Park where the historic development 

of the park has protected key areas from development.  Observation shows that the area of 

lowland dry acid grassland is associated with ridge and furrow and the wood pasture with 

the former deer park.  The deciduous woodland has been heavily managed in the past, 

probably as part of the post-Medieval management of the Abbey lands.  

5.7.5 The deciduous woodland associated King Lud’s Entrenchment is of heritage interest as the 

diversity of species suggests that the woodland has been undisturbed for some 

considerable time.   

5.7.6 Any development impacting on a SSSI will normally be refused unless sufficient mitigation 

and compensations can be undertaken or the impact is temporary and will be reversed in 

time. 

5.7.7 To that end all SSSI have significant “buffer zones” extending up to 1km from the site.  The 

potential impact of development within these buffer zones must be taken into account 

when making a planning application.  The very western part of Croxton Kerrial village is just 

within the buffer zone for Croxton Park.     

5.7.8 There are no sites associated with species protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

listed on the Magic website.  This does not mean the species concerned are absent – 

indeed personal observation demonstrates they are – simply that the public records (as a 

matter of policy) do not show locations where they are present in order to protect them 

from illegal hunting.  It is therefore assumed that key protected species are present in the 

parish and any planning application must demonstrate adequate survey work to test this 

assumption. 
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6 Landscape Character, Change and Development 
Pressures 

6.1 Introduction 

6.1.1 Landscape character is that interaction of the natural environment and human activity 

which gives rise to a distinctive scenery that creates a specific “sense of place”.    

6.1.2 This section reviews the Landscape Character of the Parish in the context of the wider 

Melton Borough.  It then goes on to explore how the landscape has recently changed and is 

still changing and how this might challenge the heritage resource today and in the near 

future.   It pays particular attention to the impact of (1) changes in agricultural practice, (2) 

quarrying and mining and (3) development pressures.   

6.1.3 Landscape character and landscape change are important parts of the context and 

framework for the assessment of archaeological heritage potential, importance (value) and 

sensitivity in the next section.   

6.2 Landscape Character 

6.2.1 In comparison with surrounding parishes, Croxton Kerrial & Branston is a diverse landscape; 

to the south of the line of the A607 it is dominated by the gently undulating limestone 

plateau which grades to the east into the Kestavon uplands.  To the south it slopes steeply 

down into the Vale of Belvoir and its offshoot the Knipton bowl which is dominated by 

deeply incised and step sided valley forms. 

6.2.2 The south- east is dominated by arable farmland.  In recent years the largely 18th century 

enclosure field pattern has been degraded by the removal of hedge lines and the merging 

of fields to create larger areas better suited to mechanical agriculture.  The area does retain 

a significant number of hedgerows but these are usually mechanically trimmed leading to 

them gradually losing their form and coherence.   Areas of semi-natural woodland can be 

found along shallow stream valleys, planted as roadside shelter belts and as small 

plantations where building-stone or, more commonly, ironstone extraction has taken place. 

6.2.3 The south west around Croxton Park has a similar gently undulating topography but a 

different land use history.  Much of the former parkland is wooded with a mixture of 

deciduous and coniferous plantations interspersed with open rough pastureland.    

6.2.4 The north is undulating and more heavily dissected by a number of streams and small 

rivers.  Topography therefore prevents the simple merger of fields and in consequence the 

landscape retains more small fields and hedgerows.  Arable agriculture predominates 

where slopes are low and pasture where slopes are steep.  Woodland is more frequent 

than in the south and there are large well established plantation woods on step scarp 

slopes (e.g. Croxton Banks) and valley sides (e.g. around Knipton Reservoir), small hill top 

copses (e.g. Cedar Hill) and as scattered copses (largely for game purposes) throughout the 

landscape.  The presence of more extensive woodland is one of the key differentiating 

features between the north and south of the Parish. 

6.2.5 Settlement is concentrated in two farming villages - Croxton Kerrial and Branston.  Isolated 

farms are more common in the south and west of the Parish.    The north also has a number 

of isolated cottages and lodges for gamekeepers and water bailiffs.  
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6.3 Landscape Character Areas 

6.3.1 The distinctive landscape of the parish is the result of the long term interaction of human 

activity with an evolving and changing natural environment.   Landscape Character 

Assessment uses a combination of natural and human factors to define areas with similar 

characteristics – in terms of vegetation, farming or settlement patterns.   

6.3.2 Landscape Character is therefore a statement of the features which make an area of 

landscape distinctive and differentiate it from surrounding areas.  It is at the heart of the 

sense of place which a location engenders (Swanwick 2002, Swanwick et al 2004). 

6.3.3 In the last ten years broad based landscape character assessments have been carried out 

across the east Midlands and these provide a useful region framework (Robinson 2009).  

Recently Melton Borough Council commissioned a study of Landscape Character which 

provides a finer grained interpretation of character in the study area (ADAS 2006). 

6.3.4 The ADAS Melton Borough study identified four Landscape Character Areas within Croxton 

Kerrial Parish.  These were described by ADAS (2006) as follows:  

 LCA 4  Wolds Top      (ADAS 2006, 22) 

6.3.5 “This is a long narrow elevated area of top land above the escarpment, again with a distinct 

northeast to southwest grain. It is open and rather homogenous, and characterised by 

large-scale regular shaped arable fields with low trimmed hedges and scattered ash trees”. 

Within the parish it forms an arc shaped area running around the north and west of the 

parish.  It is synonymous with freely draining slightly acid but base-rich soils. 

 Landscape Character Description 

6.3.6 “An even elevated wold top landscape with medium to large scale predominantly arable 

fields, homogenous and open with scattered ash trees but generally lacking distinctive 

qualities”. 

6.3.7 Distinct Characteristics: 

 Narrow strip of elevated land 

 Open and homogenous 

 Large scale regular arable fields 

 LCA 5  Knipton Bowl     (ADAS 2006, 24) 

6.3.8 “This area probably contains the most attractive and diverse landscape within the Borough, 

with varied terrain, landcover, land use, settlements and historic features. It is here that 

limestone overlies marlstone, and springs, streams and rivers have created a series of 

sinuous valleys around the edges of the bowl. The landform here is the most intricate and 

complex within the Borough, rolling, undulating, visually satisfying and softly rounded. 

Landcover is diverse, with a mosaic of old unimproved pastures, more improved pastures, 

arable fields, parkland, wetland and woodland. The area is of great historic interest, with 

well-preserved Medieval field systems including strip lynchets and ridge and furrow. There 

are two villages on the edge of the bowl, Croxton Kerrial and Eastwell, and four villages 

within the bowl, Eaton, Branston, Knipton and Harston; all nucleated with well preserved, 

attractive stone buildings”. 

 This forms the heart of the parish and is probably its defining characteristic. 
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 Landscape Character Description 

6.3.9 “An outstanding, beautiful well managed bowl landscape with limestone rim and a diverse 

mosaic of historic features, traditional pastures, arable land, parkland, woodland, wetland, 

water & nucleated villages, and a strong pattern of small to medium regular and irregular 

shaped fields, fine trees and woodland”. 

6.3.10 Distinct Characteristics: 

 Diverse landcover 

 Mosaic of old unimproved pastures 

 Preserved Medieval field systems 

 Local stone buildings  

 LCA 8  Limestone Edge  (ADAS 2006, 30) 

6.3.11 “This is a subtle elevated area at the edge of the Oolitic limestone belt which has been 

transformed by intensive agriculture and conifer plantations into a productive large scale 

rather homogenous arable landscape, with a strongly rectangular pattern and lack of 

naturalness”.   This forms the south eastern edge of the parish.  Its openness stands in stark 

contrast to the Knipton Bowl and adjacent Croxton Parklands.   

 Landscape Character Description 

6.3.12 “A gently rolling and homogenous low limestone plateau edge with a strongly rectangular 

pattern of large scale arable fields and blocks of conifer plantations, generally lacking 

naturalness and diversity”. 

6.3.13 Distinct Characteristics: 

 Elevated area on limestone edge 

 Homogenous arable landscape 

 Large scale open field pattern 

 Blocks of conifer woodland 

 LCA 9  Parkland  (ADAS 2006, 32) 

6.3.14 “There are three parkland areas within the Borough, Stapleford, Croxton and Belvoir, and 

although each is unique and different, they all have historic buildings and characteristic 

parkland landscapes with plantation woodlands, ornamental tree groups, pasture and 

water areas”.   

 Key Characteristics 

6.3.15 “Historic parkland landscapes with historic houses/castles and a diverse mosaic of ancient, 

traditional & contemporary agricultural and parkland features and patterns”. 

6.3.16 Distinct Characteristics: 

 Historic buildings 

 Parkland landscape or remnant parkland 

 Plantation woodlands 

 Ornamental tree groups & specimens 

 Arable on former parkland 
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6.4 Landscape Change: Impact of Change in Agricultural Practice    

6.4.1 In the period 1933-1949 detailed records of landuse were collected across England (Dudley 

Stamp, reproduced on Magic 2016, copy shown as figure 10 in the Annex below).  These 

records provide a snapshot the landscape in the immediate pre-war and post-war era.   

6.4.2 In 1933-49 arable cultivation was largely confined to the limestone and marlstone areas.  

The Knipton Bowl was predominantly given over to grassland pasture.  Today the picture is 

more mixed; many areas shown in 1949 as grassland are now under arable cultivation.  

Interestingly the proportion of woodland has not greatly changed. 

6.4.3 Comparison of the 1933-49 maps with present day land-use (supported by satellite 

photographs and interviews with older local residents and long term tenant farmers) 

demonstrates:   

 The expansion of arable agriculture into areas formally used for pasture.   This has 

ploughed out significant areas of ridge and furrow landscape.  Continuing 

expansion of arable cultivation is now threatening the remaining areas of ridge and 

furrow landscape.   

 This is changing in the character of the parish as the sharp differentiation between 

the flatter arable land of the Wolds Top and Limestone Edge and the sloping 

pastures of the Knipton Bowl become blurred. 

 Removal of hedgerows on the Limestone Edge landscape to create larger fields 

more suited to mechanical agriculture. 

 The cessation of ironstone quarrying and the return of worked areas to agricultural 

use.  

6.4.4 Of these trends it is the tendency to plough and cultivate new areas of ridge and furrow 

which has the greatest potential to erode the heritage record of the parish by destroying or 

degrading landscape scale features with origins in the Anglo-Saxon period.  

6.4.5 Attempts have been made in recent years to halt this process through the Higher Level 

Stewardship Scheme administered by Natural England.   This can offer farmers financial 

incentives for sympathetic maintenance of important landscapes.  The ecological value of 

many areas of ridge & furrow in the parish as dry lowland grassland (both calcareous and 

acid) is here of great value in providing an additional case for the protection of these 

regionally iconic features.  

 Changing Demands upon (and for) Agricultural Buildings  

6.4.6 Changing patterns of agricultural activity and increasing diversification away from locally 

traditional crops, livestock and production methods is making increasing demands on 

buildings originating in an earlier era of farming.  

6.4.7 In consequence there is pressure to abandon buildings or to replace them with structures 

fit for the new purpose.  This pattern is seen at all the active farms in the area.  The 

resultant disused building are, however, an important part of the historic fabric of the 

Parish and their loss would have a disproportionate effect on the character of the villages 

and their respective conservation areas (see for example English Heritage 2000, 2004, 

2006c).  There are many options for the creative adaptation of older farm buildings and 

their repurposing (see English Heritage 2006c) and some of these within the Parish are 

explored below (Section 10). 
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6.5 Landscape Change: Impact of Quarrying and Mining  

 Building Stone 

6.5.1 The local limestones and Marlstones contain several strata which make good building stone 

and local stone is used extensively in the historic buildings of the parish.  Several potential 

building-stone extraction sites have been identified: 

 Croxton Park – North of Abbey, adjacent to A607 (Grid Reference SK 8270 2858) 

 Croxton Kerrial – West of village (obscured by scrub woodland) (Grid Reference    

SK 8286 2957) 

 Croxton Kerrial – South of village at corner of Saltby Road and Coopers Lane (Grid 

Reference SK 8399 2867) 

 Branston – East of Branston Brook (Grid Reference SK 8136 2944) 

 

6.5.2 These are all marked as quarries or old quarries on first edition large scale Ordnance Survey 

Maps and do not have appear to have changed greatly (i.e. have not been extended) since 

those first editions were surveyed in 1880 to 1883.   

6.5.3 There is demand for local building stone for the repair and restoration of historic buildings.  

The closest matches for the local stone are geologically similar Jurassic Ironstones and 

Limestones which are currently imported from the Cotswolds.  This is both unsustainable 

and costly.  As a result there is a conservation case for small scale extraction at some of 

these sites or other location in this area.  

 Clay for Puddle, Daub and Brickmaking 

6.5.4 Clay has been extracted at several locations in the parish.  These tend to be small scale 

scrapes and are now often difficult to identify.  In some cases field name evidence can be 

used to support the case.  Such as at Clay Banks in Croxton Kerrial.   What clay extraction 

has taken place seems to have been local and for local use – portably as puddle clay and in 

daub for timber framed building infill panels.   Roman and Early post-Medieval period brick 

and tile was probably made locally in small ovens or informal brick or tile “clamps” but so 

far none have yet been located in the parish.  There is no record of commercial scale clay 

extraction for brick or tile making, nor works for the same, in the parish.    

 Ironstone Quarrying  

6.5.5 One of the most important impacts on the heritage resource of the parish has been the 

large scale extraction or iron ore (see history above) which took place on an industrial scale 

from c. 1885 to c.1974.  Ore extraction took place as surface quarrying over approximately 

20 % of the parish.   

6.5.6 In this area the iron ore is found in the Jurassic Marlstones which are distributed across the 

northern half of the parish.  The approximate area which has been quarried is shown in 

Figure 9 in the Annex below.  This is based on the records of the British Geological Survey 

and the Ordnance Survey, however, many of the smaller and shallower pits were worked 

out very quickly and were never properly mapped.  In addition many of the first generation 

of quarry pits (1880 to 1900) were not properly recorded creating further confusion.  All 

these small scale and unmapped pits occur in the same outcrop areas as the larger pits 
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shown in the drawing – Therefore, while the area shown is an underestimate (possibly by as 

much as 20%), it is broadly indicative of the main areas in which the industry operated. 

6.5.7 Not withstand the above caveat, quarrying for iron ore to took place in two main areas:   

 In the west quarrying commenced outside the parish around Waltham, Eastwell 

and Eaton and spread north and eastwards into the parish around Terrace Hills and 

High Leys Farms and eastward toward Branston.  The ore from these quarries was 

exported westwards by a maze of narrow gauge railways to the Great Northern 

Railway’s Eaton and Waltham Branch. 

 In the east quarrying commenced outside the parish around Denton and Harston 

and then spread south and west finally entering the parish proper in the 1920’s 

with a new pit north of Croxton Kerrial Village around Cedar Hill.   The ore from 

these pits was exported east by a narrow gauge railway which was converted to 

standard gauge around 1947-48.  The ore was exported north via the Great 

Northern Railway’s Woolsthorpe Branch. 

 

6.5.8 The surface mining methods used would have removed the soil and buried archaeology 

over the entire area quarried, ancillary operations outside the immediate extraction area  – 

mineral railways and tramways, ore loading wharfs, access roads and site buildings - would 

also have had an effect on the archaeology.  Many of the mineral railways, for example, 

used cuttings and embankments and these would obviously have had a notable effect on 

areas outside the quarries themselves. 

6.5.9 Today most of the quarries are barely visible, having been infilled, re-profiled and returned 

to agricultural use.  As the legislation stipulating wholesale remediation of formerly 

quarried areas came into force in 1952 the more recent quarries are the most difficult to 

trace.  Oddly therefore many of the visible quarrying sites tend to be predate the Second 

World War.  

6.5.10 The areas which have been quarried have obviously lost all in-situ archaeology.  Buried 

remains have been removed wholesale; many of the find-spots in the LHER for the parish 

record material uncovered during quarrying operations.  Local informants report prehistoric 

finds as mantel piece curios in many a quarryman’s house in the inter- and immediate post-

war years. 

6.5.11 Later quarrying operations generally removed the topsoil and stored it separately before 

returning it to the remediated site.  In consequence there is some potential for the 

recovery of more durable artefacts from these remediated areas.  Any finds may have been 

moved several times and will obviously not have been returned to the location from which 

they originated.  The find-spot can therefore only be thought of as within the general area 

of the quarry – however this might be sufficient to determine presence/absence from a 

given area. 

6.5.12 Field-walking and the use of metal-detectors might be a viable approach to these areas. 

6.5.13 The ironstone industry is itself now part of the heritage record and former quarrying areas 

might potentially be classed as sites.  While the quarries removed earlier archaeology they 

are, of themselves, records of industrial activity and heritage. 

6.5.14 Notwithstanding the potential discovery of archaeologically context-less finds from 

replaced topsoil and the heritage of quarrying, all the areas which have been quarried have 
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been classed in this study as Neutral in terms of archaeological sensitivity.  Our rationale is 

that there is little prospect of a heritage record being retrieved for these areas. 

 Coal Mining 

6.5.15 Coal Measures are not exposed at surface in the Parish but the Nottinghamshire coalfield 

extends under the parish at depth and has commercially viable reserves.  While no coal 

mining has taken place in the Parish, coal was mined from this hidden coalfield until the 

1990’s at Asfordby Mine near Melton Mowbray about ten miles south-west.   

6.5.16 Asfordby was one of a new generation of “super pits” proposed for several sites in the Vale 

of Belvoir – the others proposed being at Saltby (5 km south of Croxton Kerrial) and Hose 

(15 km west of Croxton Kerrial).  Following a public enquiry, permission was only granted 

for the pit at Asfordby.  This opened in 1986 and although initially successful it faced 

significant geological problems, closing in 1997 after only 11 years.   

6.5.17 As recently as 2008 proposals were made to revive these ideas but in the current economic 

climate these appear unlikely to proceed beyond the press release.    

 Oil & Gas (including Hydraulic Injection Extraction of Natural Gas or “Fracking”) 

6.5.18 Oil is currently extracted by borehole from small reservoirs in the Coal Measures at four 

sites across the northern half of the Vale of Belvoir.  These oil reservoirs are small and there 

is no evidence they extend under the Parish. 

6.5.19 As noted above the parish is, however, underlain at depth by Carboniferous Coal Measures 

and associated Shales.  These are a potential reservoir of natural gas which could be 

recovered by fracking.   

6.5.20  Fracking is the mechanical release of natural gas (methane) from coals and shales (hence 

“Shale Gas”) using the injection of a slurry of water and sand under high pressure to facture 

the rock and provide a channel for the released methane.  The fracking process takes place 

below ground but the surface plant required to drill the boreholes and inject the sand-

water slurry can be quite extensive during the exploration and injection phase.  During the 

gas recovery phase the required size and profile of the work-site would be considerably 

smaller.   

6.5.21 The impact of Shale Gas extraction on the historic environment includes:  

 The destruction of archaeological evidence in the area of development and along 

the line of any pipeline required to export the gas.   

 The visual intrusion of the drill rig and extraction equipment into the sightlines of 

historic monuments and landscapes.  

6.5.22 Current Government policy is generally in support of the development of a Shale Gas 

Industry in the UK.  While there are at present no proposals to exploit the reserves in this 

parish, exploration licenses have been granted for areas in the Vale of Belvoir to the north.   

As the surface works will have a notable impact on the historic environment some 

consideration should be given to framing a Neighbourhood Plan position on this issue. 
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6.6 Landscape Change:  Development Pressures   

6.6.1 The Parish landscape and the historic environment is facing local and regional development 

pressures.  These may be considered in terms of transport, housing, community facilities, 

education and utility infrastructure.   

 Transport 

6.6.2 The parish has no railway lines.  The Parish is not on the route of the proposed High Speed 

2 railway and there are no other railway development plans. 

6.6.3 The main road across the parish is the A607 which runs west to east from Melton Mowbray 

to Grantham.  The road carries substantial traffic and has undergone several 

improvements.  These have been within the existing road corridor which still largely follows 

the route of the Turnpike Road.  The minor roads within the parish are under pressure from 

the increased size of farm vehicle and articulated lorries making collections and deliveries.   

6.6.4 Although heavy traffic and exhaust pollution has the potential to damage historic buildings 

though vibration and chemical corrosion there is no evidence this is happening in the Parish 

at present.  Should traffic levels continue to rise this may become an issue on Main Road in 

Croxton Kerrial. 

6.6.5 As no transport infrastructure projects are planned there is no direct pressure on the 

historic environment from road and railway development.  Notwithstanding, any continued 

increase in road traffic may create a demand for increased car parking, laybys and service 

facilities, all of which might create development pressures on road side locations. 

 Housing Development 

6.2.6 Across England there is a strong demand for new private housing, social housing and 

private rental property.  Like most rural areas within commuting distance of major 

conurbations, Croxton Kerrial is not exempt from these pressures.   

6.2.7 Croxton Kerrial and Branston fall within Melton Borough.  The Council is currently 

formulating the Melton Borough Local Plan.  The outcome is at the time of writing (April 

2016) unknown but it seems highly probable that additional housing allocations will be 

required in both Croxton Kerrial and Branston villages. 

6.2.8 The impact of housing development on the historic environment is threefold;  

 First, the construction of new housing will impact directly on the historic 

environment record of that location.   

 Second, if the new housing is placed without thought to the historic character of a 

settlement it will erode that settlement pattern and character or change it 

completely.  Additional housing in the core will result in changes to settlement 

density and visual appearance which are not compatible with conservation village 

status.  

 Third, if the new housing is placed outside the village it will expand the area of the 

village and alter its relationship with the landscape setting.  In particular it can 

change its visual relationship to other parts of the parish (e.g. through its impact 

long distance views).   
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6.2.9 For the purposes of this report no specific housing numbers will be considered but it will be 

assumed that each will village will need to identify locations for new housing development.   

 Education 

6.6.10 At present there is one primary school within the Parish at Croxton Kerrial.  Secondary 

education takes place outside the parish.  There is concern that the school will need further 

extension or relocation to a new site (and building) in order to cope with any increase in 

housing within the parish. 

6.6.11 Expansion on the current School Lane site has impactions for the heritage record of the 

area around the school.  A new site has implications for the historic environment of a 

location in or around the village.  

 Utilities, Water and Sewage  

6.6.12 Housing expansion will place an additional load on existing utility, water supply or sewage 

treatment infrastructure within the Parish.  At present there are no know plans for the 

development of additional capacity.   This study assumes that if additional capacity is 

required it can be provided within the location footprint of the existing infrastructure.   

 Wind Farms and Solar Farms 

6.6.13 Both wind and solar farms have potential impacts on the historic environment.  These tend 

to be specific to their location and need to be considered in those terms. 

6.6.14 The addition of solar panels to buildings in conservation areas is a distinct issue and is 

considered below. 

6.6.15 As far as can be ascertained, there are no plans for either wind or solar farms within the 

Parish.   

 Other 

6.6.16 No other development pressures were notified for consideration. 
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7 The Historic Environment of Croxton Kerrial                      
& Branston Parish   

7.1 Introduction 

7.1.1 This section reviews the evidence gathered by both desk based survey and fieldwork to 

understand the origins and development of the historic environment of the parish.   

7.1.2 The section sets out the record within the parish.  It outlines the evidence for activity over 

time and places it in the wider context of activity in the surrounding area and across the 

East Midlands.  This base-line interpretation provides the context and framework for the 

assessment of potential, importance (value) and sensitivity in the next section.   

7.2 Designated Heritage Assets  

7.2.1 A total of two nationally important Grade II* and sixteen regionally important Grade II 

listed buildings lie within the study area.   With the exception of three mileposts, the listed 

building are located in the villages of Croxton Kerrial and Branston with an outlying cluster 

at Croxton Abbey.  This reflects the later nucleated settlement pattern in the parish.  

7.2.2 Both Branston village and Croxton Kerrial village are conservation areas.  The listed 

buildings all fall within the conservation area boundary as in both cases it covers practically 

the entire village.  The two Grade II* listings are for the respective village churches both of 

which have outstanding elements, the remaining listing are domestic, former farmhouses, 

while only one is for a rural industry – the former windmill at Croxton Kerrial. 

7.2.3 A single Scheduled Ancient Monument area covering the former Medieval abbey at Croxton 

Abbey accounts for eight individual entries in the register.  Post-reformation (post 

Medieval) buildings at the abbey relating to its later history as recreational parkland are 

listed.   Notwithstanding the recognition of the Abbey lands as part of the parklands 

character area, the Abbey parklands are protected as a registered park and garden.  The 

only formally registered park in the area is that a Belvoir Castle to the north and three miles 

outside the parish.   

7.2.4 Although not a “heritage” designation the Abbey parklands are also a Site of Special 

Scientific Interest for their flora and ecology.  This safeguard also adds a further layer of 

protection to the buried archaeology.  The buffer zone for the Abbey Park SSSI extends as 

far as the west side of Croxton Kerrial Village. 

7.3 Conservation Areas 

7.3.1 The parish has two conservation areas.  These cover the historic village cores of both 

Croxton Kerrial and Branston.  There are no other conservation areas in the parish. 

7.3.2 The conservation areas for both villages are shown in the plans below.  In both cases the 

boundary of the conservation area is shown as a dashed green line.  The village boundary 

for planning and development purposes (based on the previous Local Plan) is shown as a 

single bold red line.   Areas identified as important green space within the conservation 

areas are shaded green.  It will be noted that in both cases the conservation area and 

village boundary are not congruent.    
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7.3.3 For completeness the conservation area designation statements are given in full in 

Appendix D.   

 Croxton Kerrial 

7.3.4 The village was the subject of a conservation area appraisal in 1981 when it was designated 

a conservation area (MBC 1981).  In summary the chief characteristic identified and used to 

define the conservation areas are:   

 Nucleated agricultural village arranged on a near gird pattern.   

 Historic village core is on Main Road (A607) and northwards.  Majority of buildings 

in the core date from 1700 to 1900.  New developments to the south have 

detracted from historic character.   

 The dominance of three main architectural styles (a) a wholly vernacular style seen 

in the early cottages and the Farmhouses of the period 1730 to 1800, (b) the 

designed (pattern book?) rather plain estate houses of the period around 1815-

1825 and (c) the estate houses of the period 1850 to 1900 which are more 

complex and include intricate detailing (e.g. ball and dropped finial barge boards, 

complex patterned tile roofs, etc.). 

 Older property dominated by use of ironstone and limestone in wall construction.  

Indications of re-use of stone from the Abbey post dissolution. 

 Victorian properties show both local stone and the use of imported red brick. 

 Common use of red brick jack-arches in stone buildings and for detail and chimney 

stacks.  Use of both flat wood and stone lintels.   

 Roofing characteristically mixed with predominantly Welsh Slate, Red Pantile and 

Bottesford Blue-Black pantiles, but concrete tiles are widespread especially on 

outbuildings.  In any one building group it is usual to see several different 

construction and roofing materials.  

 Older properties show evidence for the use of thatch as a roofing material (steep 

roof angles reduced by additions to gable walls, etc.) There are no thatched 

cottages in the village at present.  

 Considerable influence of local estate upon the design and detail of many buildings 

creating a relatively harmonious palate of styles and materials. 

 Granite setts and kerb stones are found throughout the village. 

 The Conservation Area has three listed buildings: the Windmill, Hillside Farm and 

the Church of St. Botolph and St. John the Baptist with three listed tombs. 

 Areas of greenspace in the heart of the village which are significant elements of 

the character of the village. 

 Long distance views (especially to the north and west) common – both into and 

out of the village –partly facilitated by elevated position on the edge of the 

Knipton Bowl.  

 Branston 

7.3.5 The village was the subject of a conservation area appraisal in 1973 when it was designated 

a conservation area (MBC 1973).  In summary the chief characteristic identified and used to 

define the conservation areas are:   

 Linear agricultural village based around a single main street with lanes off.   
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 Historic village core is along Main Street and The Rock (lane).  Majority of buildings 

in the core date from 1700 to 1900.   

 Although some buildings are situated with their principal elevations onto the road, 

gables tend to dominate views within the village and are a strong feature of the 

Streetscene. 

 Older property dominated by use of ironstone and limestone. 

 Victorian properties show both local stone and the use of imported red brick. 

 Common use of red brick jack-arches in stone buildings.  Use of stone lintels.   

 Roofing characteristically mixed with predominantly Welsh Slate, Red Pantile and 

Bottesford Blue pantiles, but concrete tiles are widespread especially on 

outbuildings.  In any one building group it is usual to see several different 

construction and roofing materials. 

 Considerable influence of local estate upon the design and detail of many buildings 

creating a relatively harmonious palate of styles and materials. 

 Granite setts and kerb stones are found throughout the village. 

 The Conservation Area has seven listed buildings, the most celebrated of which is 

the grade II* listed Church of St. Guthlac, the others are outstanding examples of 

domestic vernacular architecture.   

 Central raised elevation of the early Victorian (1843) Tudor style Village Hall. 

 Areas of greenspace in the heart of the village which are significant elements of 

the character of the village.  

 Long distance views restricted to within the Knipton Bowl by virtue of valley floor 

location.  Village feels more enclosed than Croxton Kerrial.  

7.4 Historic Environment Record Data  

7.4.1  The Historic Environment Record for Leicestershire (LHER) has 107 records in Croxton 

Kerrial Parish.  Comparison with the density of sites noted in adjacent parishes shows that 

this is a similar find rate per area.  This suggests that the parish has not been subject to 

undue investigative bias resulting in over / under recording.     

7.4.2 The total number of sites and the percentage representation of sites for each major 

archaeological period is shown in table 2, below. 

7.4.3 The full data provided by the Leicestershire Historic Environment Record is given in 

Appendix A by LHER site reference number (ID).  Where appropriate the Historic 

Environment Records are annotated with observations based on the walk over survey.   

Note that comments which are not part of the existing LHER are shown in shaded boxes for 

clarity. 

7.4.4 In addition to these records can be added a number of sites or putative sites which have 

been identified by (i) the local archaeological group, (ii) during fieldwork for this report and 

(iii) noted from recent air photographs and satellite images.  These additional sites and 

putative sites are given in Appendix B. 

7.4.5 In addition to the sites explored by walk-over survey three sites in Croxton Kerrial were 

selected for geophysical survey.  The results of this survey are given in Appendix C, 

summarised here and discussed further below.  
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7.4.6 Taken together Appendix A, Appendix B and Appendix C form a gazetteer of local sites and 

monuments.  Observations on known sites together with all potential and new sites 

identified in this study will in due course be notified to Leicestershire County Council 

Heritage Service with a view to inclusion in County Historic Environment Records. 

7.4.7 The results of these lines of investigation are outlined in Section 8, below, in likely 

chronological order and with reference to important comparative sites outside the parish.   

 

 

 Periods 

(youngest to oldest) 

Approximate Dates Number        

of Sites * 

Percentage 

of total sites 

 Unknown No dating evidence or inference 9 8.41 

 Modern AD 1900 – present 10 9.35 

 Early Modern (Industrial)   AD 1750 – AD 1900 23 21.5 

 Post-Medieval  AD 1500 – AD 1750 11 10.3 

 Medieval  AD 1050 – AD 1500 27 25.2 

 Saxon (Migration Period)     AD 410 – AD 1050 1 0.93 

 Roman & Romano British     60 BC – AD 410 12 11.2 

 Iron Age 800 BC – 60 BC 11 10.3 

 Bronze Age 2,500 BC – 800 BC 22 20.6 

 Neolithic   4,000 BC – 2,500 BC 5 4.67 

 Mesolithic 10,000 BC – 4,000 BC 1 0.93 

 Palaeolithic  450,000 BC – 10,000 BC 1 0.93 

Table 2: Number of Sites Identified in the Leicestershire Sites and Monument Record by 

archaeological and historical periods (for rationale of boundaries see section 8)  

 * Archaeological evidence has been recorded by the LHER at 107 sites.  Several sites are multi-period hence are 

represented here more than once – in consequence the number of sites above does not add up to 107. 

 

7.5 Aerial Photographs and LIDAR  

7.5.1 An assessment of readily available aerial photographic evidence identified a number of 

possible features within the study area.  Several areas of ridge and furrow were identified 

in pasture land to the west and south of Croxton Kerrial village and were mapped onto 

large scale basemaps. The survival of ridge and furrow relates to the absence of arable 

agriculture (see change in landuse, previous).  The records of ridge and furrow will in due 

course be put forward for addition to the HER as within this parish they can be considered a 

threatened resource.  

7.5.2 Environment Agency / DEFRA LIDAR data was only available at 2metre resolution and then 

only for part of the parish.  This was downloaded and found to be of too course a resolution 
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to show anything of archaeological value.   The 1m data was available for adjacent parishes 

in the Vale of Belvoir and was explored for comparative purposes.  This did show key 

landscape features, land divisions, roads and tramways but again had insufficient resolution 

to permit the discovery of new archaeological sites.  No 0.25m resolution data is currently 

available in this area although new data is being added by the EA.  Attempts are being 

made to source LIDAR data from other sources for future use.    

7.6 Results of Walk-Over Survey  

7.6.1 During the course of this study a number of localities within the parish were visited and, if 

possible, were subjected to a rapid walk over survey.   Where access was not possible then 

the site was overviewed from a local vantage point.    Of the sites visited: 

 20 were selected from areas outside the villages to reflect the key landscape units 

within the Parish and provide a reasonable sample of those units and current 

landuse. 

 20 were selected from areas outside the village because they had previously 

reported archaeological sites. 

 30 were fields from within and around the village of Croxton Kerrial (a sample of c. 

70% of the land) 

 25 were fields from within and around the village of Branston (a Sample of circa 

60% of the land) 

 The observations from the walk over surveys informs the sensitivity assessment and are 

reported in the appropriate sections.   Where new sites were recorded these are listed in 

Appendix B. 

7.7 Results of Geophysical Prospection of Key Sites 

7.7.1 Three sites of interest in Croxton Kerrial were selected because they had been identified as 

potential development sites within the emergent Neighbourhood Plan.  These were: 

 Chapel Lane: Fields West of the village and north of Chapel Lane. 

 Top Road: The open area in the centre of the village (bounded by buildings). 

 Saltby Road: Fields to the South of the Village and East of Highfield Farm 

7.7.2 The results of the survey are given in full in Appendix C.  In summary: 

 Chapel Lane 

7.7.3 The magnetrometry survey focused on the upper part of the field nearest to the village.  It 

identified a number of potential early ditch features running roughly parallel north-west to 

south-east.  These are overlain by a number of possible house platforms and trackways.  

These in turn are overlain by the very strong signal from ridge & furrow which is orientated 

north-south (across the slope). 

 Top Road 

7.7.4 Magnetometery suggested faint North-South features which appear to relate to the town 

grid pattern.   These boundaries have the same orientation as existing sub-divisions.  The 

survey also showed a strong signal for several potential ditches running at 45 degrees to 
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the current town plan (from North-West to South-East). Since there is no cartographic, 

documentary sources or local history which suggests a purpose of these ditches it is 

reasonable to infer that they are remnants of an earlier, pre-Medieval field system. 

 Saltby Road 

7.7.5 Magnetometery gave a strong signal for three significant north-south features, probably 

walls.  This is supported by possible transverse features together with corners on two of the 

features.  On the east side of the survey area is a faint feature which is possibly a large bank 

and ditch but the entire site was heavily overwritten by the signal from ridge and furrow 

which is still visible at surface.   Unfortunately magnetic noise from farmyard machinery 

and wire fences rendered a large part of the survey un-usable.  Nonetheless, there is 

sufficient data to indicate the potential importance of this site. 
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8 Summary and Contextualisation of the Historic 
Environment Record of Croxton Kerrial Parish   

8.1 Palaeolithic 

8.1.1 There is no direct evidence for people in what would become Croxton Kerrial Parish before 

around 10 to 12 thousand years ago.  We do however have evidence that people were 

present in Britain at various times millennia before that and could well have visited Croxton 

Kerrial.  If they did the landscape they inhabited was very, very, different from today. 

8.1.2 The Palaeolithic in Britain extends from the arrival of the first tool using humans around 

700,000 years ago to the last retreat of glacial ice around 10,000 years ago.  Throughout the 

Palaeolithic there were many significant climatic oscillations between periods of climate 

similar to, or warmer than, today (warm stages) with forested or savanna like conditions 

and periods when the climate was significantly colder (cold stages) with conditions varying 

between full glaciation, mountain glaciation, arctic desert, tundra and steppe.  

 Lower Palaeolithic 

8.1.3 In the Lower Palaeolithic the Parish would have lay on the northern bank of the Bytham 

River.  This large river (roughly the size of the modern Thames) was the dominant west to 

east drainage of the English Midlands during the Lower Palaeolithic, or Cromerian, period.  

The deposits of this ancient river can be traced from the Midlands flowing north-east past 

Coventry, into Leicestershire (along the later Soar Valley) via Leicester, Melton and Castle 

Bytham and on into East Anglia reaching the sea in the vicinity of modern Great Yarmouth 

(Graf, 2002).   

8.1.4 While we have no direct evidence for people in Croxton Kerrial at this time, there is 

evidence from Pakefield Cliff Gisleham in Suffolk (c. 700.000 ya) , Happisburgh II & III in 

Norfolk (600,000 to 700,000 ya), Happisburgh I in Norfolk (600,000 to 500,000 ya) and 

Boxgrove in Sussex (500,000 ya) for the episodic presence of early humans in England.    

8.1.5 Some evidence on what the Croxton Kerrial landscape looked like in the late Lower 

Palaeolithic comes from a borehole at Brooksby to the west of Melton Mowbray.  This 

revealed of 7 to 8m of water-laid sand and gravel which included both plant macrofossils 

and pollen of pine, fir, birch, hazel and oak woodland indicating a relatively mild climate 

(Rice, 1991).   These deposits were dated to around 480,000 ya (Graf, 2002).   

8.1.6 Many potential Lower Palaeolithic finds in Leicestershire and Lincolnshire are associated 

with the Brooksby Sands and Gravels which underlie the Bytham Chanel deposits.   While 

there are no finds from Croxton Kerrial Parish of this age there is a handaxe of possible 

Lower Palaeolithic age from the vicinity of Goadby Marwood to the west and handaxes, 

choppers and flake tools from the Leicestershire / Warwickshire boarder which are also 

associated with Bytham River or Bytham Palaeo-tributary deposits.   

8.1.7 Around 470,000 ya, sometime after the deposits at Brooksby were laid down, the entire 

River Bytham system was broken up by the Anglian glaciation. This area was entirely 

covered by glacier ice and glacial deposits covered the course of the Bytham River.  To the 

east the glacier ice gouged out the Wash gap removing both the river and surrounding 

landscape.  To the west glacial-meltwater, dammed by the ice sheet, formed ‘Lake Harrison’ 

which covered much of south-west Leicestershire and Warwickshire.   
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8.1.8 At its height the Anglian ice covered practically the entire UK and extended as far south as 

St Albans – pushing the ancestral Thames towards its present course.  

8.1.9 When the Anglian ice sheet finally retreated it left behind a landscape which had been 

transformed into something which had a closer resemblance to that of the present day.  At 

Croxton Kerrial it most lasting legacy was to create the basic shape of the parish and leave 

behind deposits of clay, sand and gravel which are still present at the surface today.  

 Middle Palaeolithic 

8.1.10 The Middle Palaeolithic which covers the period c. 250-30,000 ya is poorly represented in 

the UK archaeological record.   A shift to a colder climate around 160,000 ya appears to 

have resulted in humans abandoning Britain favour of warmer regions to the south and it is 

not until around 58,000 ya that Neanderthals begin to colonise Britain, as evidenced at 

Creswell Crags in Nottinghamshire. 

8.1.11 Evidence of human activity during the Middle Palaeolithic is absent from the Parish and 

limited across the wider area.   To the south-west a possible Middle Palaeolithic side 

scraper was found at Blackbird Road, Leicester and probable handaxes were discovered at 

Stanton-under-Bardon and Aylestone.  To the east in Lincolnshire a Middle Palaeolithic 

handaxe was found at Cherry Orchard in Grantham (Lincs 30545).  

 Upper Palaeolithic 

8.1.12 The Upper Palaeolithic extends from around 30,000 to 10,000 BC.  It is marked by the 

arrival of anatomically modern humans in north-west Europe.  This period also covers the 

maximum of the last (or Devensian) glaciation and suggest that these peoples had 

developed technologies, clothing and hunting strategies suited to extreme arctic 

conditions.   

8.1.13 The landscape too was becoming more recognisable.  The Devensian Ice sheets did not 

reach as far south as Croxton Kerrial but had many landscape shaping consequences.  

Temporary ice dams in the north of the Trent Valley flooded the low-lying Vale of Belvoir 

and created deposits of water-lain clay.  The outwash of sand and silt from the ice sheets, 

when dried, was carried south by winds off the glaciers and contributed to the soils around 

the parish.  The cold, periglacial, conditions during the glacial maximum encouraged frost 

shattering and deep weathering – many deposits show signs of ice wedges and patterned 

ground; all typical indicators of the former presence of perma-frost.   As the landscape 

warmed at the close of this period the melting of this frozen ground created rotational 

slums and landslides which can be seen all around the Knipton Bowl and the Wolds 

escarpment.   

8.1.14 For the first time we can be confident that people were present in the Croxton Kerrial 

landscape with the discovery of a very large recorticated blade core at Lings Hill 

(MLE10195).  This type of object probably dates to the final phase of the Upper Palaeolithic.  

The findspot at Lings Hill is in a commanding location on a hill crest overlooking the Knipton 

Bowl.   A similar age, but much more extensive, site at Launde on the Leicestershire 

/Rutland border has produced 3,000 blades, blade cores and possible hammerstones.  

Located on a hilltop with views to the north, south and east it also It also overlooks the 

surrounding landscape.  Such sites would be well suited to hunters of large game in an 

open, relatively treeless, tundra landscape.   
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8.2 Mesolithic:   10,000 BC to 4000 BC 

8.2.1 The Mesolithic extends from the close of the last glaciation around 10,000 BC to around 

4000 BC.   It is a complex and relatively poorly understood period.  The earlier Mesolithic 

(c.10.000 BC to C.6000 BC) can be characterised as a period of rapid environmental change 

with the final retreat of glacier ice in the western mountains and the final melting of 

permafrost.  The open tundra grasslands were rapidly colonised by pioneer forests of birch 

and pine which, as temperatures continued to rise, gave way to broadleaved deciduous 

woodland including oak, elm and lime.   

8.2.2 As the vegetation changed so did the fauna – horse and reindeer became locally extinct and 

the arctic hare retreated to Scotland.  In their stead came animals more suited to forest 

conditions such as red deer, roe deer, auroch, boar and elk. 

8.2.3 The arriving post-glacial human populations also adapted to this new ecology.  Hunting 

methods changed as large game was replaced by smaller, swifter, forest animals and 

wildfowl.  Fishing becomes important in a wildscape littered with small lakes and rivers – 

where preservation conditions are right, the remains of fish, eels and shellfish are common 

on Mesolithic sites.  With warming and the diversification of the flora a greater variety of 

gathered foods – nuts, berries, tubers and fungi – were now available and rapidly became 

part of the diet.   

8.2.4 The Mesolithic is also marked by the adoption of a new stone tool technology consisting of 

distinctive parallel sided small blades called microliths.  It is thought that these were a kind 

of “Swiss Army Knife” which could be mounted using tree resin in composite tools to 

produce cutting tools, scrapers or different types of arrow head suited to diverse game.  

Scatters of these microlith blades suggest hunting camps or home bases, while single 

blades probably represent losses during hunting or fowling. 

8.2.5 The later Mesolithic (c.6000 BC to C.4000BC) sees sea level rise finally sever the last land 

bridge from Britain to Europe.  This was a protracted process during which the land bridge 

was severed and became a series of islands (“Doggerland”) before being eventually 

drowned by c. 5000 BC. 

8.2.6 Culturally the later Mesolithic sees a growth in population, the development of more 

settled communities and the start of intensive animal husbandry.  There is evidence that 

some communities adopted animals from neighbouring farmers and began to store 

seasonal foods (such as hazelnuts) and thus the boundary between “mobile” Hunter-

Gatherers and “settled” Farmers becomes increasingly blurred around 5000-4000BC.   

8.2.7 A single microlith from the Parish does demonstrate Mesolithic presence.  Microliths are 

difficult to spot and it is probable that the Mesolithic is under represented.  We know from 

lithic scatters (such as the one at Brooksby to the south west of Melton Mowbray) that 

there is activity in the surrounding area by the later Mesolithic – the most spectacular 

evidence comes from Asfordby (west of Melton Mowbray) in 2009.  Excavation in advance 

of housing development produced over 5000 worked flints including flint cores, blades, 

flakes, scrapers and piercers.  The dig revealed a charcoal rich hearth and several postholes 

and arcs of stones, suggesting the possible position of tent-like structures.  Given what we 

know of modern hunting peoples it is probable that this group ranged widely through the 

area and would doubtless have visited this parish at some point. 
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8.3 Earlier Neolithic:  4000 BC to 3000 BC (Early & Middle Neolithic) 

8.3.1 The earlier Neolithic is nearly as elusive as the late Mesolithic in both the Parish and more 

widely in Leicestershire.   The period is marked by the arrival in Britain of domesticated 

plants and animals heralding a transition from hunting and gathering to farming.  The 

transition appears to have involved both the arrival of new peoples and the uptake of 

elements of agriculture by established hunter–gather peoples.   The uptake of 

domesticated plants and animals was probably not uniform and would have initially 

involved many different combinations of the use of wild and cultivated/domesticated 

plants and animals (Whittle, 1999). 

  

8.3.2 This mixed picture of hunters and forest farmers appears to be supported by 

Palaeoenvironmental evidence where sites like Hemmington near Derby produced 

evidence of cereal pollen dating to 2880-2475 BC but other sites such as Croft and Kirkby 

Muxloe indicate a landscape of undisturbed mixed woodland suggesting that “many groups 

remained woodland and not field dwellers” and that farming took the form of forest 

herding or cultivation of isolated plots within the forest which would be hard to detect 

palynologically (Beamish, 2004). 

8.3.3 In consequence it is often difficult to separate evidence from the Late Mesolithic and 

Early/Mid Neolithic since many of the same areas were exploited and there would appear 

to be a slow and gradual change in technologies and culture. As with the Mesolithic the 

majority of evidence is in the form of stone tools.  During the Mesolithic /Early Neolithic 

transition microlith technology declines and is replaced a specialised once piece flint-work 

including distinctive forms of scrapers, knives and arrowheads (Clay, 1999).  A possible early 

transition site is that at Croft near the convergence of the Thurlaston Brook and River Soar.   

Here excavation revealed small circular or sub-circular structures tentatively dated on 

nearby stone tools to the Late Mesolithic / Early Neolithic (Beamish, 2004). 

8.3.4 Across North Leicestershire there are few recognisable Early and Middle Neolithic sites.  For 

example, one of the most characteristic site types of the earlier Neolithic  - the causewayed 

enclosure - remains elusive with the nearest definite examples being at Husbands Bosworth 

in South Leicestershire, Barholm in Lincolnshire and Briar Hill, Northamptonshire.  The area 

was, however, clearly not unsettled as recent work at Eye Kettleby near Melton Mowbray 

attests; here two opposed Long or Mortuary enclosures were uncovered and dated to this 

period on the basis of form/structure and an associated pit containing Early Neolithic 

pottery.  

8.3.5 The evidence for the Neolithic in Croxton Kerrial Parish is also thin with only six find-spots 

none of which consists of more than a single isolated object.  This suggests a low level of 

activity.  At this time much of the Parish would still have been densely forested – with 

closed dank oak woodland on the clay soils in the Vale of Belvoir and the bottom of the 

Knipton Bowl and more open lime, birch and hazel woodland on the lighter better drained 

soils of the Belvoir Ridge, the upper slopes around the Knipton Bowl and the limestone 

upland.  The limited Neolithic finds in the Parish come from the relatively easy to cultivate 

sandy loams of the Marlstone suggesting preferential activity in those areas.  Population 

density appears to have been low as there are no identified Neolithic monument types 

commonly associated with competition and assertion of ancestral land-ownership.    
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8.4 Later Neolithic and Early Bronze Age:  3000 BC to 1500 BC 

8.4.1 These are probably best considered together as they can be viewed as an extended period 

of cultural development where key themes in materiel cultural and symbolism persist over 

many centuries – a period which has been called “The Age of Stonehenge” (cf. Burgess 

1980).  The period is marked by new forms of ritual and funerary monuments, increasing 

density and complexity of social organisation together with the apparent emergence of 

hereditary social elites accompanied by new metal working technologies, new styles of flint 

and stone working (often stylistically imitating rare metal forms) and new pottery designs – 

in particular Collard Urns and Beakers.  The latter may be associated with the first beer 

production in the UK. 

8.4.2 Long distance movement and trade becomes relatively common and imported materials 

appear in increasing quantities in burial sites.  Sea going sewn-plank boats develop and by 

the end of the period appear to be making regular crossings of the North Sea and English 

Channel.      

8.4.3 In spite of this social, economic and technological innovation many communities continue 

to practice traditional subsistence strategies based on herding and cereal cultivation. 

8.4.4 Across the wider region Late Neolithic activity is slightly more visible than its predecessors; 

in addition to lithic scatters there are in-context finds of both Late Neolithic Grooved Ware 

pottery (e.g. Thurmaston, Syston and Wanlip) and Impressed Ware (e.g. Oakham, Enderby 

and Lockington).  Evidence for buildings and structures is sparse although many poorly 

dated locations thought of as Early Bronze Age may well be earlier. 

8.4.5 Palaeoenvironmental evidence suggests that the later Neolithic in the East Midlands is 

marked by increasing inroads into the native woodland through the combined effect of 

direct clearance for cereal cultivation and the activities of grazing domestic animals in 

suppressing woodland regeneration by eating seedlings and saplings (Rackham 1989; 2003).  

Woodland was also becoming managed as a resource – the presence of coppiced timber in 

later Neolithic structures in the Somerset Levels indicates cultural sophistication in the 

control of woodland for particular purposes.  The overall effect of this increased 

management was to accelerate the process of translating a natural wildscape into a human 

landscape marked by manmade and “man-managed” places. 

8.4.6 This process continues into the early Bronze Age driven by an increasing population, 

technological development – especially the advent of copper and then bronze tools and 

weapons - and growing trade networks.   Activity is much more widespread.  Although 

settlement evidence is again proving elusive, Beaker, Collared urn and food vessel pottery 

has been found at several locations while the presence of EBA burials clearly demonstrates 

the spread of settlement into areas that were previously under- or poorly-exploited. 

8.4.7 Expansion is accompanied by the development of increasingly complex monuments and 

funerary activities.  Across Britain these include henges, pit-alignments, cursus and a 

gradual transition from collective burial traditions towards more individual burial under 

round barrows. 

8.4.8 As with most of the rest of the East Midlands the most common monument type is the 

round barrow and ring ditch.  Where these have been excavated (local examples include 

sites at Eaton, Melton Mowbray and Sproxton) the sites exhibit a wide range of funerary 

practices and considerable variation in the complexity of the sequences observed.  Some 

barrows start as ring ditch enclosures which may have been used for ceremonial purposes 
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for some time before a barrow was constructed, others appear to have been built on 

“greenfield sites” with no evidence of previous activity.  This underscores the difficulty of 

generalisations, although there does appear to be a move away from collective and 

communal burial towards “acknowledgement of the individual” (Parker Pearson, 1999) and 

the burial of a single person accompanied by grave goods.   This may mark a shift away 

from the use of funerary monuments, and the dead within, as statements of group 

cohesion towards multiple, episodically repeated, and highly visible statements of 

individual ownership – “markers denoting a group’s historic control and rights over a 

territory” (Parker Pearson, 1999).   Barrow groups in particular address the landscape in a 

way that asserts visible long term ownership and convey the impression that this was a land 

that now had masters to which people belonged. 

8.4.9 Within Croxton Kerrial Parish the Early Bronze Age witnesses an exceptional concentration 

of activity in the east of the parish on the limestone plateau between Three Queens cross 

roads and King Lud’s Entrenchments (22 LHER records). This has mostly been documented 

by air photography of arable fields supported by surface finds from ploughed out structures 

although some standing features remain near the Entrenchments. 

8.4.10 The area contains an arc of intense activity consisting of multiple crop and soil marks.  

These include ploughed out barrows showing as both dark circular features and as ring 

ditches, pit-alignments together with lengths of linear ditches.   At least nine groups of 

barrows have been noted north of King Lud’s Entrenchments with a further group to the 

south.  The largest group is near Three Queens, where at least seven barrows can be 

identified.   

8.4.11 This concentration of funerary and ritual monuments raises issues about the age and status 

of the structure known as Kings Lud’s Entrenchments.  This consists of a series of three 

parallel banks and two ditches.  The Air Photographs suggest that the banks run straight 

through barrow cemeteries without appearing to either bend around or slight these 

features.  This may suggest that the entrenchments may be of Early Bronze Age date rather 

than the Later Bronze Age/Iron Age or even Saxon dates which have been suggested in the 

past.   In spite of excavations during pipeline construction, no dating evidence has yet been 

found and this point remains moot.   If of EBA data it is possible that this is a ritual rather 

than defensive structure, possibly comparable in ritual meaning – if not form – to cursus 

monuments seen elsewhere. 

8.4.12 Elsewhere in the parish three possible, but heavily damaged, barrows were noted during 

field-work for this study in a hill top woodland north of Croxton Kerrial village while other 

possible barrow sites occur near Croxton Abbey (MLE3586, MLE3599 & MLE3594) and on 

the slopes east of the River Devon (MLE3585).  Other burials include sites found in 

ironstone quarrying around Branston – to the north (MLE3585) and to the west (MLE6372) 

of the village.   

8.4.13 Lithic finds tend to be isolated – such as the Neolithic / EBS arrowhead from west of 

Knipton reservoir (MLE7256) or the EBA arrowhead from Branston village itself (MLE6374) – 

however several new lithic scatters of possible Neolithic / EBA date have been located 

during this study and these occupy hilltop marlstone locations.    

8.4.14 Although no EBA settlement sites are recorded the overall impression from the LHER is of 

an extremely active Early Bronze Age landscape.   

8.4.15 Given the expansion of plough agricultural and the ongoing ploughing of the exceptional 

concentration of EBA sites in the east of the parish there is an urgent need to undertake 



Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial, Leicestershire (Project Ref: 16-010) 

Final Report                                                                   

 

 

Coles Baxter Associates LLP  43 

detailed assessment of the potential of these areas to better inform long term heritage 

management.    

8.5 Middle and Late Bronze Age:  1500 BC to 800 BC 

8.5.1  Middle Bronze Age sites are rare across North Leicestershire. There are no known 

settlement sites although there is the possibility that some areas identified from surface 

scatters as later Neolithic to Early Bronze Age may have continued into the Middle Bronze 

Age.   Nevertheless, the period 1500 to 1000 BC appears to represent a sharp decline of 

both settlement and ritual / funerary activity.   

8.5.2 By the Late Bronze Age there is some settlement evidence which may be attributed to that 

period (c. 1,000-800BC) with nearby sites at Eye Kettleby and Melton Mowbray and further 

afield at Glen Parva (south of Leicester), Kirby Muxloe (west of Leicester), and Ridlington in 

Rutland.   

8.5.3 At Eye Kettleby, south-west of Melton Mowbray, a complex pattern of field ditches and pit 

alignments (which may have been boundary markers) appear to be associated with the Late 

Bronze Age settlement.  Such boundary marking is in line with a regional and national trend 

for the emergence of extensive field and boundary systems at this time.   

8.5.4 The landscape is becoming much more open as an increased availability and use of metal 

tools enabled more efficient and rapid woodland clearance and more intensive 

management of the land.   Pollen evidence indicates that by the Late Bronze Age only 

limited primary woodland remained and, while cereal production shows little increase, 

there is a marked increase in meadowland and pastureland plants.  This suggests that the 

subsistence economy was increasingly focused on livestock, especially cattle.  Plant 

macrofossil evidence from pits and hearths indicates that where cereals are cultivated 

there is shift away from wheat production towards cereals more tolerant of high rainfall 

and wet soils, notably Barley and Spelt.   

8.5.5 Bringing more land into cultivation, the need to intensively manage land and clearly delimit 

ownership and a pronounced shift towards a pastoral economy may have been, at least in 

part, a response to climatic deterioration.  The Late Bronze Age downturn was marked by 

lower temperatures and increased rainfall and may well have led to an increased frequency 

of flooding in major river systems (Macklin).  It may also have had a religious impact as this 

period sees a marked increase in the ritual deposition of high value materials in watery 

locations such as lakes, rivers and springs. 

8.5.6 Within the parish there is little clear evidence for the Middle and Late Bronze Age.  It is 

possible that some of the pit alignments (e.g. MLE3560) and ditches (e.g. MLE17669, 

MLE3589) observed as crop marks in air photographs are part of Late Bronze Age field 

systems.  If so, then the majority of these systems appear to be orientated differently to the 

modern landscape with the main ditch alignments observed being south-west to north-east 

or north-west to south-east possibly indicating a rectilinear plan over a large area and not 

dissimilar to those observed elsewhere at this time.  

8.5.7 While King Lud’s Entrenchments do not immediatley resemble other known LBA land 

divisions (e.g. the Wessex “ranch boundaries” of Bradley) they may well belong to this 

period.  If as postulated they once extended westwards to join to the banks observed in 

Croxton Park (MLE3584) they clearly represent a major land division between significant 

groups. 
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8.6 Iron Age:  800 BC to 60 BC 

8.6.1 There is considerable continuity between the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age – many of 

the key attributes of the Iron Age such as the construction of hillforts and development of 

new domestic pottery types can be shown to have their origins in the Late Bronze Age.  The 

addition of iron technology is gradual but becomes commonplace in domestic settings by 

the end of the period. The economy too continues the trend towards pastoralism which is 

observed in the LBA.   A key transformation is that trade becomes much more organised 

and, over time, seemingly less imbued with ritual and hence can be seen as a more 

commercial activity.  By the late Iron Age the trade with Europe and the Roman Empire is 

not only bringing exotic goods into Britain but is also stimulating major economic and social 

change. 

8.6.2 Across North Leicestershire the earlier Iron Age settlement pattern is a continuity of that 

evident in the Late Bronze Age with organised field systems within which are dispersed 

settlements and farmsteads.  A number of larger settlements are known including those at 

Beacon Hill, Burrough Hill, Breedon Hill and Buddon Wood.  These are located on hilltops 

and ridge tops surrounded by defensive ditches and ramparts.  This may indicate an 

increasing pressure on the land, a need to establish territories and consequent conflict 

between neighbouring groups or tribes (Clay, P. 2004). 

8.6.3 In the Later Iron Age settlement expansion is evident in cropmark evidence across the area. 

Most settlement continues to have been in the form of small farmsteads often within 

rectilinear enclosures.  Some significantly larger agglomerated settlements begin to appear 

in the latter part of this period with examples being found at Lockington, Humberstone, 

Beaumont Leys and Leicester. 

8.6.4 The very late Iron Age across Leicestershire appears to be a period of increasing change 

marked by rapid population growth, the establishment or growth of larger scale 

settlements and the diversification of direct trade links with the continent.  By the time of 

the Roman Invasion Leicester had become of particular importance; its location at the 

southern end of the territory of the Corieltavi tribe, the presence of imported exotic goods 

including fine pottery, wine and olives together with the production of coinage suggests it 

may well have been the tribal capital. 

8.6.5 Within the Parish the Iron Age is represented by 11 records including a variety of crop mark 

sites, putative enclosures (now ploughed out) and finds of artefacts and pottery.  A further 

3 or 4 records may suggest continuity for the Late Bronze Age while 5 to 8 records suggest 

continuity from the Iron Age to the Roman period.   

8.6.6 In settlement terms there appears to be a continuation and gradual development of the 

Late Bronze Age pattern of dispersed farmsteads and field systems.  A number of possible 

late Iron Age rectilinear enclosures are known including Ling Hill (MLE3586), Croxton Park 

(MLE3570), north of Croxton Kerrial (MLE3613) and north-west of Terrace Farm on the 

Belvoir ridge in the far west of the parish (MLE9580) .   A number of records associated with 

enclosures such as the Iron Age quern south east of Croxton Kerrial (MLE6608), pottery 

scatters from a wide range of locations (e.g. MLE3551, MLE15875) together with isolated 

storage pits (MLE20287) are probably indicative of unenclosed farmsteads and illustrate 

how “busy” the landscape was at this time. 
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8.7 Roman:  60 BC to AD 410 

8.7.1 in the final phases of the Later Iron Age the regional tribe becomes the dominant form of 

political organisation – In the south of England the tribal leaders styled themselves king and 

looked to Europe to secure high status goods for themselves and their supporters.  The 

commercialisation of trade led to the first widespread circulation of coinage as some form 

of denominator of value.  The coins were at first imported from the continent but by the 

final years before the Roman invasion they were often locally minted and feature the 

symbols of the originating tribes.   

8.7.2 With the conquest of Gaul long standing relationships between tribes on both side of the 

English Channel were disrupted and tribes began to trade directly with Romans.   Many 

southern Tribal leaders sought preferential trade alliances with the Romans while others 

supported insurgency in recently conquered Gaul and Armorica.  The brief incursions of 

Caesar into southern England in 55 BC and 54 BC demonstrated the reach of Rome and 

resulted in the creation of several client kingdoms.  From that time on Iron Age Britain was 

firmly within the orbit of Rome. 

8.7.3 The full scale Claudian invasion of AD 43 was undertake partially on the pretext of 

protecting the client kingdoms and the supply of goods which flowed into Rome from the 

foggy isle.  According to Strabo these included tin, copper, gold, silver, wheat, slaves and 

hunting dogs.   

8.7.4 The invasion of AD 43 under the command of Aulus Plautius made rapid advances and 

within four years the south-east, areas of the south-west and the Midlands were under 

Roman rule.  By AD 60 the Roman forces had established control over most of the new 

Roman Province of Britannia (Jones and Mattingly 1990).   

8.7.5 In northern Leicestershire and environs there is very little evidence for the military 

campaign.  Forts are few – only those at Sawley in the North-West, Great Casterton in 

Rutland and Ancaster in Lincolnshire come into this general area - even the possible early 

fort at Leicester is uncertain (Taylor, 2006).    

8.7.6 In many other areas early Roman / Romanised settlement follows the military presence.  In 

this region settlement is largely founded on existing Iron Age settlements.  There are 

questions over the presence of a conquest period Roman fort in Leicester but it is clear that 

Roman Leicester (Ratae Corieltavorum) developed on the site of an important Late Iron Age 

centre.  Although Leicester appears to have been important it did not acquire the trappings 

of major Roman town (such as a forum, temples and market) until relatively late:  The 

formal laying out did not occur until the end of the 1st and beginning of the 2nd century, 

possibly coinciding with the town’s appointment as a civitas capital.   

8.7.7 Settlement outside Leicester also appears to develop out of the earlier Iron Age landscape: 

of the twelve small Roman towns known in the region all appear to have evidence for 

preceding Iron Age settlement (Liddle 2004).  These undefended nucleated settlements are 

located on Roman roads at major road crossings or junctions.  They exhibit diverse activities 

including industrial and agricultural processing, trade and religious observance.  

Settlements contain a mixture of activities and buildings; major stone buildings are present 

but rare, with most structures being of timber or half-timber on stone footings.  Many have 

an apparently significant relationship with a villa (Liddle 1999, 2004). 

8.7.8 While there is no evidence for a Roman town in the Parish of Croxton Kerrial, in the 

surrounding area there are towns at: 
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 Goadby Marwood (5 km south-west),  

 Frisby-on-the-Wreake / Kirby Bellars (15 km south west) 

 Willoughby on the Wolds / Wymeswold (Vernemtum) (18 km west) 

 Thistleton / Market Overton (12 km south) 

8.7.9 Other small towns are known in south Nottinghamshire (Margidunum near Bingham) and 

east Lincolnshire and these also appear to have Iron Age antecedents. 

8.7.10 Outside the towns the rural settlement pattern in the first century AD appears to continue 

much as it had done in the late Iron Age with scattered unenclosed farmsteads and slightly 

larger (or higher status) farm settlements within rectilinear enclosures.  There is evidence 

of “Romanisation” with increasing amounts of Roman pottery and local pottery styles which 

mimic the forms of higher status Roman pottery.  Over time it appears that many rural sites 

either develop into Romanised farms (with rectangular buildings) or are abandoned to be 

replaced by villas (or villa like) sites.  There are several villa sites in the area around the 

Parish, included a possible site at Knipton (MLE3371) and a definite, and important, villa at 

Denton in Lincolnshire. 

8.7.11 In the Parish this process of landscape can be inferred from mixed Late Iron Age and Roman 

surface finds from a field system north of Terrace Farm (MLE3551) and scatters of Roman 

pottery across the former Iron Age field systems (e.g. MLE7937, MLE10282) interspersed 

with new purely Roman sites (MLE8647, MLE3565), which may be later.  Although there is 

no evidence of a villa / villa type settlement in the Parish the impression is gained of a busy 

well-developed agricultural landscape. 

8.7.12 Industrial activity is widespread through the region and is often concentrated in specialist 

centres.  Extensive large-scale iron production is present in the town of Goadby Marwood; 

while just outside the parish at Eaton there is evidence for iron working within a rural 

domestic context.  Evidence for iron mining has probably been lost to later quarrying but 

there is potential in a number of areas of disturbed ground outside the known areas of 19th 

& 20th century extraction. 

8.7.13 Large scale pottery production is largely confined to the area south and west of Leicester 

(Liddle, P. 2004) and has not yet been recorded in the parish although local domestic 

production was probably commonplace.   To date very little possible Roman tile or brick has 

been recovered from the Parish, although it is common at Goadby Marwood where there is 

evidence for production of both.   

8.7.14 Linking settlements and enabling trade was an extensive Roman Road system.  The Parish 

sits between the Fosse Way to the west and Ermine Street to the east.  These 

approximately north-south routes were linked by the east-west Salt Way (MLE3794)  This 

road comes from the Fens and runs through the parish from Three Queens, Highfield Farm  

(immediately south of Croxton Kerrial) to Lings Hill and thence out and through Six Hills 

onward to Charnwood.   A branch off Ermine Street through Thistleton runs north and 

enters the parish near Kings Lud’s Entrenchments before crossing the Salt Way at Three 

Queens.    It then follows the Parish boundary before passing to the east of Harston where 

the route is lost.  This route is known as The Drift (MLE5345) and may have earlier origins.   

To the south of the parish is King Street Lane which links Thistleton and Goadby Marwood 

and then possibly continues to Margidunum near Bingham in Nottinghamshire. 
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8.8 Anglo Saxon:  AD 410 to AD 1000  

8.8.1 The withdrawal of Roman forces around 410 AD did not see the immediate end of either 

Roman authority or the Roman way of life, rather it was a stage in a long period of Roman 

imperial decline whose major causes lay outside the British Isles.  With the loss of imperial 

support the province of Britannia found it increasingly difficult to repel first attacks and 

then settlers from what is today south Denmark, north Germany and the northern 

Netherlands.  Over the next century central authority disintegrates and there emerge 

numerous warring groups under the leadership of indigenous and invading tribal leaders 

vying for the control of territory. 

8.8.2 The consequences were great – the Romanised population fell, cities were reduced or 

abandoned, complex market-based farming systems collapsed, centralised industries 

ceased and were replaced by subsistence production while trade networks which had 

evolved since the Late Iron Age were broken.   It was this traumatic but gradual upheaval 

that gave birth to Anglo Saxon England.     

8.8.3 In the later part of this transformation larger Kingdoms begin to arise - by the 7th century 

these included Northumbria, Mercia, East Anglia, Kent and Wessex.  With the North, East-

Anglia and the Midlands most pressured by Norse attack during the late 8th and 9th century 

it was to be the Kings of Wessex who stemmed the Norse tide and expanded from south of 

the Thames to conquer the rest of England during the 10th century (Hills, C. 1999). 

8.8.4 The decline of Roman authority saw the beginnings of a long period of major landscape 

change in the region.  Although the exact scale is debated there is strong evidence for a 

decline in population.  The response is uneven - In some areas this led to large scale land 

abandonment and the consequent growth of secondary woodland, in other areas there was 

little change in woodland cover when the farming system changed.   

8.8.5 The small Roman towns of the area appear to continue in a shrunken form; at Goadby 

Marwood a timber hall has been excavated attributed to the Anglo-Saxon, while at  

Willoughby on the Wolds / Wymeswold and Frisby-on-the-Wreake / Kirby Bellars there is a 

direct association of settlement with Saxon cemeteries and burials.  The character of the 

settlements changes, however, and they lose any industrial, market or administrative 

functions, becoming little more than clusters of “dispersed and impermanent farmsteads” 

(Knox 2004).   Some larger sites with possible administrative functions did emerge – the 

wooden “great hall” at Eye Kettleby and the range of ten or more ancillary buildings may be 

one such (Knox, R. 2004). 

8.8.6  In the wider rural landscape political and economic instability may have driven the 

abandonment of isolated farmsteads and the growth of nucleated settlements.  These 

villages emerge between the 7th and 9th century AD and are associated with the decline of 

the enclosed landscapes of the Roman and early Saxon period and the emergence of the 

open field system, probably around the end of the 9th or beginning of the 10th century. 

8.8.7 Direct structural or artefactual evidence of Anglo Saxon activity in the Parish of Croxton 

Kerrial is rare (2 LHER entries) there is, however, evidence for landscape change at this 

time: 

 Isolated farmstead sites which appear to have a continuity of Iron Age and Roman 

activity show no Saxon or later activity and it is inferred that they are abandoned 

at the end of the Roman period. 
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 There is a growth in nucleated settlements – both Croxton Kerrial and Branston 

appear in late Saxon records and both are noted as villages in Domesday.    

 The Iron Age and Roman field systems orientated approximately north-west to 

south-east are over-written by the new Saxon Landscape of ridge & furrow with an 

orientation based on the local hill slope (either across the slope or up and down).  

8.8.8 Across the region the evidence for Saxon settlement is thin.  Croxton Kerrial has evidence 

from only two locations.  The first is on Chapel Lane near the modern sewage works where 

Anglo Saxon pottery and other artefacts were recovered during construction in the 1950’s 

(not in LHER).  The second is at the other end of Chapel Lane near the Church where two 

fragments of Anglo Saxon pottery were found in the excavation of the Medieval Manor 

House (MLE20537). Between the two find-spots the fields next to Chapel Lane exhibit 

extensive ridge & furrow over what appear to be earlier house platforms. While these are 

not Saxon it does suggest the possibility of discovering Saxon settlement along this lane. 

8.8.9 Although the archaeological evidence is poor the Domesday survey records that by the later 

Saxon period there was “a very large village” of some 29 households at Croxton (Palmer 

2016).  The layout is uncertain but is likely the village ran from the Park Brook up and along 

Chapel Lane to the Church.  The current Church dates to the 15th Century and does not 

appear to have any identifiable Anglo Saxon elements, however, a church is recorded in the 

Matriculus of 1220 so there must have been a precursor church and it would be logical to 

infer on account of the size of the village that this was Saxon in origin. 

8.8.10 It is also highly likely that the Medieval Manor to the south of the Church had an Anglo 

Saxon predecessor.  The village was large and prosperous and the Saxon Earl Morcar must 

have had a suitable high status residence for himself or his steward; this location would fit 

with the pattern of paired church and Saxon manor common in the east Midlands.  

8.8.11 At Branston while there is currently no archaeological evidence for Anglo Saxon activity the 

Domesday record paints a picture of a “quite large” late Saxon village of 21 households 

(Palmer 2016).  The church was much rebuilt in the 14th century but retains some earlier 

elements and an early Norman font points to a predecessor Saxon Church.  Unlike Croxton 

the village did not undergo Medieval re-organisation and it is likely that the village retains 

its Anglo Saxon layout – a single long main street. 

8.8.12 There is direct evidence of settlement immediately north of the parish at Knipton where 

several finds suggest the village core originated in the late Anglo Saxon period (MLE16718) 

and was associated cemetery to the east of the village (MLE3376).  Excavations at Harston 

by the local archaeogical group revealed a significant defensive bank and ditch feature 

which has been tentatively dated to this broad period (MLE21722, REF). 

8.8.13 In the late 9th century the Parish fell under Danish control.  It became part of the Danelaw 

and remained so until the area was re-conquered by the West Saxons during the unification 

of England.  While this episode had a major effect on society, language and culture, no sites 

or artefacts attributed to Danish settlers have yet been identified in the Parish.  There are, 

however, Old Norse place name elements which suggest Danish settlement.   For example 

the ending “by” meaning farm or village is common in the area – hence Saltby or “Salte’s 

Farm”.   Bourne (2003) noted that over this broad area the persistence of a significant 

number of Anglo-Saxon place-names would suggest that the colonisers did not totally 

displace the existing population.  He also suggests that the distribution of Scandinavian 

elements might imply that Danish settlement was located on the less desirable soils.  This 

pattern appears to also hold true within the Parish. 
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8.9 Medieval:  AD 1050 to AD 1500 

8.9.1 The Medieval period is one of historical complexity and like all periods it is difficult to draw 

simple boundaries.   The last century of the Anglo Saxon era is marked by evidence of 

economic, social and political re-connection with the continent.  The Medieval period in 

England opens with the Norman Conquest – this is highly visible in the heritage record 

through changes in fortifications (motte and baily), church architecture, administration and 

language.  The imported goods which had started to appear in the 10th century become 

commonplace and there is a gradual change in material culture with a short lived Anglo-

Norman style of pottery and metalwork fostering the emergence of fully English Medieval 

forms by the latter part of the 12th century. 

8.9.2 In broad terms the period AD 1050-1500 in Britain may be divided into three phases 

(Schofield, J. 1999): 

AD 1050 to 1300:   11th century to end 13th century  

    Economic and social growth both in the towns and the 

    countryside.   Population expansion.  Agricultural diversification. 

AD 1300 to 1350:   14th century to mid-14th century 

    Political crises, possible short lived climatic deterioration and 

    agricultural failures, the Black Death and marked population 

    decline. 

AD 1350 to 1500:   Mid-14th century to end 15th century  

    Patchy resurgence: The rise of London as a dominant centre 

    while elsewhere some towns prospered while others went  

    into decline.  

8.9.3 The Parish of Croxton Kerrial & Branston at the start of the Medieval period can be 

glimpsed through the pages of the Domesday Book.  Both Croxton Kerrial and Branston are 

listed in the Hundred of Framland and the County of Leicestershire: 

8.9.4 Croxton was a very large village (Palmer 2016) with some 59 households paying 24 geld 

units in tax. The Households consisted of 22 villagers, 2 smallholders, 5 slaves and 30 

freemen.  Much land was under plough as there were the equivalent of work for 2 lord's 

plough teams and 10.5 men's plough teams.   Open pasture and meadow occupied the 

equivalent to 30 acres.  Notably there were two mills, valued at 0.4 geld, in the village.  At 

the time of the conquest the village Lord was Earl Morcar, by the time of the survey in 1086 

it was held by Hugh son of Baldric.  The Tenant-in-chief in 1086 was King William.  

8.9.5 Branston was a “quite large” village (Palmer 2016) with 21 households taxed 7.5 geld units. 

It had a value to the lord in 1086 of £2.5 but only £1 by c.1070. The households consisted of 

10 villagers, 1 smallholder, 4 slaves and 6 freemen.   Ploughland had 2 lord's plough teams 

and 4 men's plough teams.  It had some 16 acres of Meadow and, like Croxton, 2 mills 

valued at 0.4 gu.  The Lord in 1066 was Leofnoth “of Branston” and in 1086 Ralph “of 

Kimcote”.  The Tenant-in-Chief was the bishop of Lincoln (St. Mary).   

8.9.6 To put the size of these villages in perspective, the number of households and tax paid by a 

sample of local villages outside the Parish is given below:- 
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 Village Name Number of 

Households 

Tax  

(Geld Units) 

Palmer Size Description 

(Palmer 2016) 

 Croxton (Kerrial) 59 24 Very large 

 Branston 21 7.5 Quite Large 

 Knipton 33 12 Quite Large 

 Harston 26 12 Quite Large 

 Denton 12 14.8 Medium 

 Hungerton 13 6 Medium 

 Saltby 77 39 Very Large 

 Stonesby 27 8 Quite Large 

 Waltham (on-the-Wolds) 38 19.5 Very Large 

 Goadby (Marwood) 22 3.3 (11.4) Quite Large 

 Eastwell 28 5.3 (11.4) Quite Large 

     

 The Household Size of Villages in the area around Croxton Kerrial in the Early Medieval 

 

8.9.7 The implication of Domesday is that both Croxton and Branston are settled and successful 

farming villages surrounded by collective open field farming systems integrating pasture 

lands and arable fields and which were producing sufficient grain to require the services of 

two mills.   The layout of the early Medieval villages is unclear but they do appear to 

develop differently.   

 Croxton Kerrial 

8.9.8 In Croxton the Church appears to be an anchor point for development.  It is mentioned in 

the Matriculus of 1220 – demonstrating that the village possessed a church in the late 

Saxon / early Norman period.  It is likely that that current church, which sits in a 

commanding elevated position at the head of the village, stands on the site of the earlier 

structure.   

8.9.9 It is argued above that settlement in the late Anglo-Saxon may have stretched along what is 

now Chapel Lane.  This pattern would likely have persisted into the early Medieval period 

with the Church and putative manor house (MLE 20522) on the site of an earl high status 

building occupying the higher ground.     

8.9.10 The excavation of the possible manor house uncovered a shallow stratigraphy which has 

been disturbed by later activity.  Notwithstanding, the layout and the corpus of pottery of 

earlier Medieval date are not inconsistent with a small manor or grange c. 1100 to 1300 AD. 

The pottery corpus includes Stamford Ware, Shelly Wares and Green Glazed Jug fragments, 

mostly 12th to 14th Century.   There are no later Medieval wares which is consistent with 

the downgrading, and possible part demolition, of the site following the gift of the manor 

to Croxton Abbey. 

8.9.11 This is quite different from the grid like settlement pattern seen today.  Such a grid layout is 

suggestive of the type of land division common to new towns established around 1200 to 

1250.   As Croxton was already in existence at that time it seems possible that at some time 

around 1240 the village was re-organised.  A new town gird was established between the 

Church and the Salt Way road (the former Roman road then still in use), effectively pivoting 
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the village through 90 degrees.  The granting of a Market Charter in 1245, the inclusion of a 

market place in the new grid layout (MLE3596) and the presence of a Market Cross 

(MLE9353) all support the notion that there was concerted attempt to reshape and grow 

the village in the mid to late 13th century. 

8.9.12 Two possible early water mill sites have been located.  The first is on the Croxton Park 

Brook and consists of a side pond style dam with a clear mill platform, tailrace and possible 

bywash. This location is in the LHER (MLE3603) but is described as a fishpond and may have 

been confused with other features.  The second possible mill is located on the unnamed 

brook which issues from a spring to the north of the village.  It is similar to the first mill site 

but has two side pond type dams in sequence.  The location of the mill is less clear as the 

lower pond has been re-excavated to create a duck pond.  The site is not in the LHER but 

has been recorded for this study (Appendix B). 

8.9.13 The attempt to grow the village may well have been stalled by the crises of the early 14th 

century (AD 1300-1350) when successive crop failures, political instability and the Black 

Death led to a substantial reduction in population.   The possible early Medieval house 

platforms noted a several locations around the village (this study, Appendix B) may date to 

this episode.  The platforms on Chapel Lane, for example, are overlain by later ridge and 

furrow suggesting they predate the agricultural resurgence of the later Medieval.  Other 

evidence for pestilence – such as mass burials – is so far lacking. 

8.9.14 Connolly (pers. comm.) has suggested that the gift of the Manor to the abbey in the 14th 

century (c. 1335) may also have played a role in the village failing to develop as a market 

centre.   

8.9.15 While the village does not grow it does recover following the Black Death.  By the 15th 

century (AD 1400’s) the village is engaged in the wholesale reconstruction of it’s church 

(MLE12674).  The present fabric mostly dates to that century with few later additions and 

restorations.  The building is a testimony to the high value of local wool linked to the 

resurgence in the wool trade and the demand from the growing urban centres such as 

Leicester.  Demand for wool increased the land given over to sheep and it is likely that 

many areas of plough cultivation (ridge & furrow) which were abandoned during the 

population fall of the Black Death did not return to the plough. 

8.9.16 By the close of the Medieval period Croxton is a thriving large village heavily dependent 

upon the wool trade.   

 Branston 

8.9.17 The development of Branston is different.  The church here also appears in the Matriculus 

and a Saxon/Norman predecessor on the site is strongly suggested by a Norman Font 

(Pevsner).  The church was rebuilt in the 13th century and contains several apparently re-

used and mismatching elements from earlier strictures.   Much of this fabric remains 

(MLE12664).  The church is located in the middle of the village slightly set back from the 

west side of Main Road.   

8.9.18 The village is structured around a single north-south road with lanes east to Croxton and 

west to Eaton & Eastwell forming 90 degree junctions (but not a cross roads).  There is the 

probable site of a Medieval Manor house on the east side of Main Road opposite the 

Church (similar to that seen at Croxton).  This grouping of Church and Manor house is 

common in this area. 
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8.9.19 There is no evidence for re-organisation of the village in the early Medieval.  The landscape 

position also precludes change and thus in consequence it is likely that the village 

essentially retains its Anglo Saxon layout.  

8.9.20 The location of the early water mills is uncertain but they most likely lay to the north-west 

on the River Devon or on a small brook (called here the Branston Brook) which runs to the 

east of the village.  Fieldwalking has so far failed to discover candidate sites.  

8.9.21 The crisis of the early 14th century seems to have had little effect on the village.  

Fieldwalking and Air Photographs have so far failed to identify possible abandoned 

settlement locations – if the village shrank it then later reoccupied and reused the same 

sites.  The presence of a late 14th century steeple on the church tower suggests a rapid 

economic and social resurgence following the Black Death.   

 Croxton Abbey 

8.9.22 Religious houses play a key role in the society, economy and landscape of the Medieval 

period.  At Croxton that role was taken by a Premonstratensian Monastery of Croxton 

Abbey.  Although little remains above ground, the remains of the Abbey are now a 

scheduled ancient monument (SAM17109).   

8.9.23 Croxton Abbey was founded in AD 1162 as a Priory of Premonstratensian Cannons under 

the control of their mother house, Newhouse Abbey, in Lincolnshire.  It was promoted to 

Abbey status before AD 1200 and in turn controlled daughter houses as far afield as 

Northumberland and Lancashire.  

8.9.24 The Abbey held land across the area – this included manorial estates, such as that at 

Waltham-on-the-Wolds gifted in the early 13th century. It also held the livings of many local 

churches including those at Croxton Kerrial and Sproxton.  Over time it was granted many 

such estates and livings and hence became one of the major landowners in the parish and 

surrounding areas. 

8.9.25 The Abbey lay on the east side of the Croxton Park Brook and was similar in form to other 

Premonstratensian foundations.  When the Abbey Church (MLE3573) was excavated in 

1911-13 it was shown to have had a long narrow Nave and Chancel with south aisle.  The 

fabric seemed to be largely 13th century although fragments were stylistically 12th century.  

8.9.26  The Abbey cloister, refectory and accommodation lay to the east of the Church.  To the 

north-east lay a large Tithe Barn and a series of enclosures (MLE3574).  Many of these 

features can be traced as earthworks, robber trenches or on air photographs.   

8.9.27 Associated with the abbey were a series of significant earthworks dams across the valley, 

these created a series of 8 major dams and 3 minor dams all fed by a system of leats and 

bywashes (MLE3580).  The dams are described in the LHER as fishponds and many of them 

undoubtedly fulfilled that role, however a rapid walkover suggested that they may have 

also been used to power mills for corn and also, possibly, for industrial purposes such as 

iron manufacture.   Three of the largest ponds remain in water.   

8.9.28 The Abbey grounds have also preserved a range of earthworks some of which may be 

Medieval (MLE3609, MLE3598) while others are more likely to be of prehistoric date 

(MLE3594). 

8.9.29 To the south of the Abbey is Croxton Park (MLE8751).  This belonged to the Abbey in the 

12th century and comprised a large area “from the Holliwell spring to the road between 

Croxton and Waltham”.   Another 12th century Deer Park lay to the north of the abbey 
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between the abbey precinct and the southwest side of Croxton village (MLE3597).  

Evidence on the ground consists of a stretch of park pale with a bank, ditch and stone wall 

on the north side.  The east side is marked by oak trees, the south is visible in cropmarks 

while the west may have followed a water supply channel.   

8.9.30 As a major landholder the Abbeys fortunes follow that of the broader economy and after 

rapid expansion during the 11th to 13th century there several reversals of fortune during the 

early 14th century. This included the burning down of a large part of the abbey in 1326, the 

destruction of abbey property in the north by Scottish raiders in the 1340’s and the arrival 

of the Black Death which killed all the senior canons bar the abbot and prior.  The late 14th 

century saw the Abbey somewhat recover its fortunes aided by major gifts of land such as 

the Manors of Bescaby and Saltby in 1362.   The revival was episodic and by the early 16th 

century the power of the monasteries was being eclipsed by changing economic patterns 

and the doctrinal challenges to Catholicism arising from Europe.  Like many monastic 

houses Croxton Abbey was in decline some time before the dissolution imposed by Henry 

VIII.   Indeed, when the Abbey was finally dissolved in 1538 there were only eighteen 

cannons and an abbot in residence.   

 Industry 

8.9.31 Outside the Parish there is evidence for the growth of industry and craft specialisation 

throughout this period.  The breakdown of many feudal bonds, duties and obligations in the 

wake of the Black Death may have accelerated an already existing, but previously slow, 

trend towards a wage economy and led to “masterless men” moving to seek employment. 

8.9.32 The reduction in population may also have stimulated the development of less labour 

intensive pastoral agriculture.  By forcing payment for service it also stimulated the growth 

of manufacturing as a separate non-domestic activity.  While the growth of iron and metal 

working, pottery, brick, tile and glass production is visible in the archaeological record 

across the wider region there is little to suggest such activity in the Parish.  Late in the 

period clay extraction for daub, brick and tile making may have taken place at Croxton 

Kerrial (this study) but no trace of a kiln or clamp has yet been identified.  Iron making also 

seems to remain a local, domestic-scale activity, surprising in view of the abundance of iron 

ore and the role taken by other monastic houses in fostering iron making (see Cleere & 

Crossley 1995 for examples such as Robertsbridge Abbey, Sussex).    

8.10 Post-Medieval:  AD 1500 – AD 1750   

8.10.1 The Post Medieval witnesses major cultural, religious, social and economic changes and 

can, in hindsight, be seen as the start of a transition between a feudal system and the 

modern wage economy (Courtney, P. 2006).   Industrial change is gradual and for the earlier 

part of the post-Medieval period the major industries of the area continued to be farming 

and the wool and leather trades. 

8.10.2 Although many changes in land use, economy and religious observance had been underway 

since the early 1500’s, it is the dissolution of the monasteries between 1536 and 1541 that 

accelerates major shifts in landownership and land-use across England. 

8.10.3 Within the Parish of Croxton Kerrial change occurs episodically.  The earlier part of the 

period is marked by three developments which can be witnessed in the LHER.  The first is 

the dissolution of Croxton Abbey in 1538 with consequent change in land ownership, the 



Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial, Leicestershire (Project Ref: 16-010) 

Final Report                                   

 

 

54     Coles Baxter Associates LLP  

second is the dismantling of the Abbey and the third is a longer term process of enclosure 

of the open field systems. 

8.10.4 Croxton Abbey was dissolved in 1538.  On 17th March, by letters patent, Croxton Abbey and 

all its possessions were granted to “Thomas, Earl of Rutland and to Lady Eleanor, his wife, 

to Hold in Fee under the yearly rent of £297.9s.4 3/4d. and by the service of one Knights 

Fee - 'Rents of Lands and possessions as well - spiritual as temporal' in 52 places, including 

Croxton” (Hanlon, 1984). 

8.10.5 The Abbey itself was dismantled surprisingly quickly.  Records show this started in 1539 and 

ended by 1541.  The lead was the first to go being stripped by the King’s men in 1539. In 

May 1541 the choir benches or “frontes” were taken to Croxton Parish Church.  In the same 

month “Thomas Revyngton, Richard Tippyng and Rober Revyngton, all of Croxton” took 

down all the stone and timber of the north-west aisle of “the late abbey church of Croxton” 

(Hanlon 1984).   

8.10.6 It is likely that much of the stone and timber was used for the building of new houses and 

cottages in Croxton.  There are several cottages which may belong to this period (this 

study).  These are marked by having frontages at an approximate right angle to the road, 

using timbers which show signs of having been in an earlier building (plank slots, peg and 

mortice holes, tenons, etc.), large well carved blocks used as foundation stones and the re-

use of good quality carved stone in walling.  Several buildings display a pattern of 

stonework consisting of two of three courses of relatively rough-hewn stone followed by a 

course of relatively tightly fitting stone blocks.  Father rough-hewn blocks follow and the 

pattern repeats.  This may result from use of both the smooth surfacing blocks and rubble 

core of the abbey walls to create a decorative effect.   

8.10.7 The cottages identified have undergone extensive later modification and extension but 

their design, location, orientation and common building style suggests they were built at 

about the same time early in the history of the modern village. 

8.10.8 Some of the stone and timber from the Abbey also went into the construction of Croxton 

Lodge (now called New Park House) to the west of the Abbey (MLE12405; Listed Grade II- 

1360917).  This house was intended for the Earl of Rutland and was completed around 

1540.  The Abbey Parklands continue as deer park attached to this new lodge. 

8.10.9 Changes in the landscape outside the former Abbey bounds occur more slowly.  Initially 

taking the form of slow encroachment onto common land and the enclosure of small areas 

of open field.  The paucity of fieldwork means these early landscape changes are difficult to 

see in the archaeological record.   

8.10.10  During this period there is little evidence for active watermills in the Parish (although the 

site of one of the two probable Medieval mills is named Mill Close in 1766 and 1799).  

There are however two records in the HER for Post Medieval windmills at Croxton: One is 

listed as being to the north of the Church (MLE3595) the other to and north-east of the 

church (MLE3578).  The latter is supported by a crop mark as well as inference from Prior’s 

1777 map.  It seems likely that as only one mill is shown on Prior’s Map this is a double 

entry.  The origin and foundation date of this mill is uncertain.  Fieldwalking of the crop 

mark area for this study failed to produce any evidence.  Based on other known mills in the 

area, and the inference from the cropmark that it was a post mill, it seems likely that the 

mill was built sometime in the 1600’s.  
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 The Civil War 

8.10.11 The process of landscape change was punctuated by the English Civil Wars between 1642 

and 1651.  Although Leicestershire was central to the 1st and 2nd wars there is little evidence 

on the ground in Croxton Parish.  It is clear, however, that the parish did no stand apart at 

this time as there are historical accounts of skirmishes between Royalist and 

Parliamentarian forces, the stabling of horses in Croxton Church and 19th century accounts 

of the discovery of musket shot in the church roof.    Three miles to the north, Belvoir Castle 

was besieged for four months and then won by Parliamentary forces in 1645.  In 1647 it 

was slighted on the orders of Cromwell – a task carried out by all the townsmen of 

Branston.   

8.10.12 While the Civil Wars may have left little trace in the Historic Environment of the Parish its 

effects must have been felt in economic disruption and considerable loss of population 

(estimates vary but it may have been as high as one in ten males).   

 The Commonwealth, Protectorate and Restoration 

8.10.13 The fragile peace of the commonwealth saw renewed landscape change.  Croxton Manor 

and Farm was revalued in 1650 and its lands, totalling 371 acres, were enclosed shortly 

after.  Other piecemeal enclosures followed the Restoration and continued until the 

enclosure acts during Early Modern Period.   With enclosure there was a need for more 

specialised estate activities and this is accompanied by the construction of estate buildings 

such as the Water Bailiffs Cottage at Croxton Park dating to the early part of the 18th 

century (MLE12406).   This stone cottage was built to the south west of Croxton House for 

the use of the Water Bailiff charged with oversight of the lakes in the park grounds and is 

now Grade II listed (1294821).   

8.10.14 At around the same time in 1730 a new house was constructed south of Croxton House on 

the site of the Abbey.  This became Croxton House (the old Croxton House became Croxton 

Lodge).  It is today confusingly known as Old Park House.  The house was intended to be a 

grand hunting lodge and served as such until it was partly demolished in 1902.  The remains 

MLE12407) are now listed Grade II (1188288). 

8.11 Early Modern:  AD1750 to AD1900 

8.11.1 The Early Modern Period continues the trends noted in the Post-Medieval and marks the 

period during which England made the transition from a largely rural agrarian society to a 

fully industrial one.   The period differs from earlier ones in that many buildings and 

landscape features of this era continue to be important within, and indeed functional parts 

of, the modern landscape. 

8.11.2 In the Parish a final enclosure settlement was brought about by Croxton’s Enclosure Act of 

1766.  Significant areas of ridge & furrow from open field cultivation have been recorded in 

this study from both fieldwork and air photographs.   Although elsewhere the earlier 

enclosures tend to have more irregular layout of boundary hedges than the Parliamentary 

Enclosure hedges, it has not proved possible to reliably differentiate post-Medieval and 

early modern enclosure and further documentary study is required. 

8.11.3 It is worth noting that the long drawn out process of enclosure extending from the 16th to 

the 18th century which is seen in Croxton Parish is not unusual for Leicestershire.  Hoskins 
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estimated that about 25% of Leicestershire was enclosed by the early 17th century and 

about 60% by the time of the first Enclosure Act of 1734  (Hoskins 1955). 

8.11.4 Along with enclosure came the creation of larger farms with substantial yeoman houses.  In 

Branston the Mid 17th century to the early 18th century sees a flurry of building including 

Wild’s Farmhouse of 1734 AD (MLE12667), Hall Farmhouse of 1767 AD (MLE12663) and 

Lings Farmhouse of c.1800 AD (MLE12666).    Other examples not listed in the HER include 

Home Farm with its splendid early 1800’s hipped roof barn. 

8.11.5 Croxton sees a similar pattern with the Farmhouse at 12 Chapel Lane dating to c. 1750 

(MLE16338) and Hillside Farmhouse to 1767 AD (MLE12673) while other examples not 

listed in the HER lurk under later additions – for example the core of Highfield Farm House 

and parts of Church Farm probably date to this period. 

8.11.6 In Croxton the estate surveys of 1799 and 1817 show that around 50% of current housing 

can trace its origins at least as far back as 1817 and of that around 70% was probably 

present in some form in 1799. 

8.11.7 Records of Industrial activity are limited.  As noted above the Croxton HER has two records 

of what is probably a single Post-Medieval windmill located to the north-east of the church.  

This mill continued into the Early Modern period as it is shown on Priors Map of 1777 

within a field named Windmill Close.  By the time of the 1799 survey no mill is shown and 

the field is named Gallows Hill.   

8.11.8 A new mill was constructed around 1800 on the south side of the main road.  It is not 

shown in 1799 but is present by 1817.  The mill was the only smock type mill in this area 

and the brick mill tower is listed (MLE12678; Listed Grade II 1360863).   It is believed that 

the mill ceased to work around 1916.  No machinery survived.  The mill is now part of a 

private house. 

8.11.9 Improving communications during the early 19th century are reflected by remains the 

Melton to Grantham turnpike road (MLE21276) the route of which is today followed by the 

A607.  The road runs through the southern half of the village along what is now Main Road.  

The turnpike used cast iron markers rather than milestones and three of these can be found 

in the parish on Main Road in the Village (MLE12677) and also to both east (MLE12411) and 

west (MLE12410).  These mile markers are listed (1294795; 1075057; 1188325, 

respectively). 

8.11.10 No canals or public railways reached the Parish in the 19th century.  The Grantham Canal 

linking the River Trent Navigation and Nottingham to Grantham through the Vale of Belvoir 

opened in 1797.  It required a reliable water supply and reservoirs were built at Denton and 

Knipton.  The Knipton reservoir was designed by William Jessop and built by the contractor 

William King.  It covers some 52 hectares and flooded the Knipton valley up to the north 

end of Branston village.  This has probably preserved some landscape archaeology features 

from ironstone quarrying.  The reservoir remains in use as a feeder to the Canal. 
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8.12 Modern:  1900 to Present 

8.12.1 The modern period witnesses three major impacts on the landscape (and its earlier 

heritage) resulting from ironstone quarrying, military infrastructure and changes in 

agricultural practice. 

 Ironstone Quarrying 

8.12.2 Ironstone Quarrying has been discussed at length above (see 6.5) where it was concluded 

that across 20 to 30% of the Parish it has effectively removed the archaeogical record.  

While the industry destroyed archaeological evidence it did also create a heritage record of 

its own.  Surprisingly, given the extent of the industry, this record is increasingly hard to 

read.  

8.12.3 In 1855 the Clay Cross Company considered working the Northampton Sand Formation at 

Croxton Kerrial but abandoned the idea because the nearest railway was six miles distant.   

Full scale quarrying did eventually start near Holwell and Asfordby in 1876 (Tonks 1961).  A 

new Great Northern Railway branch to Waltham-on-the-Wolds opened in 1882 and this 

enabled the gradual eastward spread of quarrying.   These eastern quarry systems 

eventually reached Croxton Parish in the late 1880’s and eventually reached the South west 

side of Branston village by the First World War.   Quarrying at Branston ceased by around 

1935. 

8.12.4 A further extension of the Waltham Branch brought the standard gauge system to Terrace 

Hills on the north-west edge of the Parish.  From there a narrow gauge railway led to a 

series of pits which gradually worked the ore deposits to the west and north of Branston 

Village.  This line had several branches and evolved over time.  These quarries opened in 

the late 1890’s and continued working until the mid-1960’s.   

8.12.5 To the north and east of the parish large scale quarrying started with the arrival of a further 

GNR branch this time extending from the Nottingham to Grantham line to Harston.  

Quarrying then expanded south and west, reaching the north side of Croxton Kerrial village 

by the First World War and then crossing the Croxton Kerrial to Knipton Road in the 1920’s.  

The remains of the railway crossing is still visible and has been recorded in this study. 

8.12.6 A map of ironstone quarrying areas together with all known public and mineral railways in 

the area is given in the Appendix.   The map differentiates between the different gauges but 

is not chronological – not all the quarries and railway lines illustrated would have been 

operating at any one time.  Further work is required to produce a chronological series.  

8.12.7 Ironstone quarrying in the Parish ended in the 1970’s and is now part of the heritage of the 

area.  In spite of the extensive areas once quarried, the physical remains of this industry are 

few.  The reclamation of the ironstone pits has returned the vast majority to agricultural 

use and it is increasingly difficult to discern in the field where the quarrying took place.  As 

the act forcing high standards of reclamation came into force in 1953 this has resulted in 

the situation that the later workings are the least visible and it is the smaller, much older, 

workings that are generally still visible and interpretable.  None of the quarry areas in the 

parish, even those with extant exposed faces, are listed in the HER. 

8.12.8 The ancillary buildings which served the quarries such as workshops, weighbridges or 

offices have survived either inside the parish or in the surround area.  The situation is a 
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little better with the routes of the mineral railways.  Several of these, especially the 

standard gauge routes, can still be traced in the landscape but usually in fragments.   

8.12.9 In the LHER for Croxton Kerrial Parish the extensive mineral railway system has two entries– 

one for the north-western system (MLE16773), the other for that to the east and north 

(MLE16696).  The mineral railway system leading to Branston Village is not recorded nor 

are the multiple branches off the noted systems including several which enter the parish.    

8.12.10 In view of the former importance of this industry to the Parish it warrants better attention 

being paid to its remains – A sample of quarry faces should be preserved and notified.  As 

well as a reminders of ironstone heritage these faces are also important geological sections.  

Their continued exposure would both meet geodiversity targets while also possibly 

supporting the development of local geo-tourism. 

 Military Infrastructure 

8.12.11 Military infrastructure is of importance in the wider area. The Parish is ringed by military 

installations dating to the Second World War.  Most notable is the air base at Saltby 

immediately south of the parish boundary (MLE15977).  This was RAF Saltby which opened 

in 1942 and was used by both the Royal Air Force and United States Army Air Forces. During 

the war it was used primarily as a transport airfield. After the war it was closed in 1945 and 

kept in reserve until 1955.   Today, much reduced in scale, it is used by a gliding club.   

8.12.12 RAF Saltby was linked to an army camp situated to the north-east of the airfield 

(MLE17355).   Although the bulk of the camp was in Saltby Parish it extended into the far 

south-east corner of Croxton Kerrial Parish and parts ran parallel to the Drift for some 

distance.  Remains include building foundations, drains and culverts, boundary ditches, 

several standing military buildings including barrack huts (much altered), workshop 

buildings and air raid shelters.  The camp appears to have been in operation from 1941 to 

c.1952.   A similar camp was located at Hungerton to the east of the parish. 

8.12.13 Also of Second World War origins are the remains of a single Pill Box located approximately 

mid-way between Branston and Croxton (MLE15989) it is not clear if this relates to a stop 

line or the defence of the nearby airfields. Fieldwork showed no sign of other defensible 

positions.   

 Changes in Land-use 

8.12.14 The period from 1900 to the present day has seen dramatic and rapid changes in the 

character of the landscape both locally and nationally. In the countryside, particularly since 

the Second World War, agriculture has become increasingly mechanised and intensive.  

This has resulted in the creation of larger arable fields through the removal of hedges and 

boundaries.  The pattern, seen across the East Midlands, is repeated within the parish with 

most hedge removal taking place in the areas of arable cultivation on the Wolds Top and 

especially in the east on the Limestone Edge.  The Knipton Bowl with a preponderance of 

pastureland has retained more of it hedges.  

8.12.15 A further pressure results from the conversion of pasture to arable.  This has taken place 

across Croxton parish – comparison of the 1948 Dudley Stamp survey with modern land use 

shows that it is within the Knipton Bowl that the greatest change has taken place.  This has 

led to a significant loss of ridge and furrow earthworks as can be evidenced from air 

photographs.  
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8.12.16 It is also driving change in the forms of buildings required for agricultural use.  As a 

consequence many older buildings which have cannot be readily be adapted to modern 

agriculture have been abandoned, are semi-derelict and/or are in danger of collapse and 

demolition.   The majority of these are not listed in the HER. 

8.12.17 There is a legacy of such buildings in the Parish.  These include several buildings of heritage 

significance and considerable character value which are now at risk of complete loss.  

Buildings at risk include the Barn at Home Farm, Branston, where planning permission was 

granted for conversion but this has never been carried out.  The loss of such buildings 

would erode the historic character of the villages and would undermine the distinctive 

sense of place which they possess.  
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9 Assessment of the Potential, Importance and Sensitivity 
of the Historic Environment Record 

9.1 Introduction 

9.1.1 This section considers the potential, importance and sensitivity of the Historic Environment 

record in the parish.  It does so with respect to (a) the entire parish, (b) Croxton Kerrial 

village and (c) Branston village. 

9.1.2 It takes as a context the recent landscape changes and development pressures likely to face 

the parish in the near future as outlined in Section 6 above.   

9.2 The Parish 

9.2.1 The historic and archaeological importance and potential of the Parish has been 

investigated through existing records and preliminary fieldwork.  The latter, although 

limited in scale, has confirmed the reliability of the HER in the Parish and has added a small 

number of potential new sites. The new sites do not change the fundamental distribution of 

sites or finds observed in the LHER. 

9.2.2 A total of 322 units of land in the Parish were assessed in terms of their known 

archaeological importance and potential and their potential archaeological sensitivity 

estimated using the methodology set out in section 3, above.   

9.2.3 The land units include fields, paddocks, woods, scrub and waste ground.  Where there are 

very large open fields these have been subdivided where there were clear differences in 

potential across the area (for example where half the area had been quarried for 

ironstone).   Conversely some very small areas (generally paddocks) have been reintegrated 

into their surrounding fields where there is no difference in significance.  

9.2.4 The villages require a finer grain of assessment and therefore within Branston and Croxton 

there are separate listings of individual land parcels (see below). These show far more 

detail. 

9.2.5 The survey included all the land in the Parish which is not built upon.  The survey excluded 

the formal gardens of existing properties.   The two sewage works are identified as Neutral 

because of the extensive ground disturbance which would have accompanied their 

construction.    

9.2.6 The results of this sensitivity assessment are tabulated below (Table 3).  This also provides a 

comparison of the sensitivity survey results with the landscape character units discussed in 

Section 6.  The results are also show as a distribution map in Figure 11 (Annex below).  The 

map shows areas of high sensitivity as pink, medium sensitivity as yellow, medium-low 

sensitivity as green and low sensitivity as blue.  Areas which have been quarried for 

ironstone and which are therefore likely to have no remaining record are classified as 

neutral and are shown as grey. 

9.2.7 As can be seen from both the map and the table there is a strong correlation between 

those landscape character areas with lighter soils – the Limestone Edge, Croxton Park and 

the Wolds Top – and the greatest numbers of units identified as having a high potential and 

importance and thus high sensitivity. 
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Archaeological Sensitivity: 

  Number of fields in each class / Percentage of fields in class 

LCA 
No. 

Landscape Character 
Assessment Names 

High % Medium % Medium 
-Low 

% Low % Neutral  % 

3 Wolds Scarp   
 

  
 

3 75.0   
 

1 25.0 

4 Wolds Top 2 15.4 3 23.1 2 15.4 2 15.4 4 30.8 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
(5*) Knipton Bowl 

(*excluding villages) 
6 2.6 13 5.6 70 30.3 74 32.0 39 16.9 

(5a) Branston Village 1 0.4    10 4.3 2 0.9    

(5b) Croxton Village 6 2.6 3 1.3 7 3.0       

5 Knipton Bowl 
(including villages) 

13 5.6 16 6.9 87 37.7 76 32.9 39 16.9 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
8 Limestone Edge 17 30.9 7 12.7 8 14.5 23 41.8   

 

9 
Parkland                    
(9a Croxton Park) 7 36.8 8 42.1 3 15.8   

 
1 5.3 

  
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
Total by Sensitivity  39 12.1 34 10.6 103 32.0 101 31.4 45 14.0 

 

Table 3:   Relationship between Landscape Character Assessment areas represented in Croxton Parish 

and the potential archaeological sensitivity of the land units in each LCA area.  The colours 

used for the sensitivity class columns correlate with those on the maps. 

  

9.2.8 The table and map suggests that there are six clusters of sensitivity:  Two located in the 

villages and the other four around the margins of the Knipton Bowl.   This mirrors the 

pattern seen in the archaeological and historic record where most prehistoric and Roman 

activity lies outside the Knipton Bowl and it is only with the late Anglo Saxon and Early 

Medieval period that the heavy, damp, clay soils within the Bowl become more heavily 

utilised and settled. 

9.2.9 This has implications for the management of the Historic Environment in the Parish because 

it suggests that one of the areas of greatest archaeological sensitivity, the Limestone Edge, 

correlates with an area which is currently facing the most intensive agricultural landuse.     

9.2.10 It also suggests that the second highest sensitivity is within an established ancient parkland 

(geologically part of the Wolds Top but with a very long history of separate development).  

Existing management agreements cover the ecological protection of lowland grasslands and 

grass-woodland (park woodland) and these could be extended to explicitly manage the 

historic environment resource. 

9.2.11 The most extensive area of surviving ridge & furrow lie in the Knipton Bowl and these are 

under threat of ploughing and conversion to arable use.   
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9.2.12 Ironstone quarrying has made a very significant impact on the archaeological resources of 

Parish:  In the Wolds Top LCA up to 31 % of the area has been lost to opencast pits.  It has 

also made significant inroads into the resources of the Knipton Bowl effectivity sterilising 

around 17 % of the area.  This includes large areas to the north of Croxton Kerrial and 

around Branston.  In consequence these areas can be considered to be archaeologically 

sterile and are considered to be of negligible potential (other than for understanding the 

history and techniques of iron ore extraction) and are therefore of neutral sensitivity to 

development.  It has had no effect on the Limestone Edge or the Parkland LCA.   

 High Sensitivity Areas in the Parish  

9.2.13 High sensitivity areas are judged to the present where there is a concentration of 

archaeological evidence, or the potential archaeological evidence, which is of regional or 

national significance.  Within the Parish as a whole a total of 39 fields / land-units were 

judged to be of high sensitivity.  This is equivalent to around 12 % of the land in the Parish.   

9.2.14 The high sensitivity areas are not evenly distributed and appear as six clusters.  The first 

two are the Historic Village Cores of Croxton Kerrial and Branston.  These are discussed in 

detail below and will not be considered further here.   The other four areas from north-

west to south-east across the parish are: 

 North-West – West of Terrace Hills Farm and North of High Leys Farm  

9.2.15 The relatively high lands of the Marlstone ridge have been extensively quarried for 

ironstone but three conjoined areas remain unexcavated.  Their potential importance 

comes from a combination of air photographic and field walking evidence.  The air 

photographs show evidence for circular and sub-rectangular enclosures together with a 

sub-rectangular field system that is thought to date to the later Iron Age and Romano-

British period.  Fieldwalking produced a collection of Roman material and building 

materials.  Adjacent fields have also yielded Roman pottery.  Nothing recovered to date is 

suggestive of high status and it is likely this is a microcosm of the changes which occurred in 

the Later Iron Age and Roman period as local populations adapted to the Roman presence 

and adopted Roman technology and cultural traits.   

9.2.16 The potential of the site is therefore moderate to high.  The importance of the site as a 

surviving fragment of the Late Iron Age and Romano British Landscape in an otherwise 

quarried area is also high.  The site is currently being ploughed and hence must be regarded 

as under mild threat.   

9.2.17 Overall this area is therefore of medium to high sensitivity to development. 

 South-West – Lings Hill 

9.2.18 Located on the south eastern margin of the parish the area around Lings Hill Farm is 

notable for a cluster of potential sites of significance.  The Lings Hill cluster abuts the larger 

concentration in Croxton Park but is considered separately because it seem to have a 

different focus – on the hill ridge with its views over the Knipton Bowl – as opposed to the 

valley side and valley floor focus of the Croxton Park sites. The cluster has three elements: 

9.2.19 First, it is the location of one of the few Late Upper Palaeolithic finds in Leicestershire 

(MLE10195). While a single find is not of itself significant there are local records of flint 

scatters in the find spot location and therefore the potential for further discoveries in 

future.  The find location has far reaching views across the Knipton Bowl, good access to 
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water and the more open plateau to the south and in setting is not dissimilar to the LUP site 

at Launde on the border of Leicestershire and Rutland.  

9.2.20 Second, and slightly further east on the same crest as the LUP find is a flint scatter of 

Mesolithic or early Neolithic date (MLE7589) suggesting long term use of this location. 

9.2.21 Third, the location has an extensive crop mark record which includes a potential rectilinear 

structure appearing to extend across the current A607, a further rectilinear enclosure and a 

ring ditch (MLE3586) to the south of the road which itself lies on the alignment of the 

Roman Salt Way (MLE8764).    

 South – Croxton Park 

9.2.22 This cluster of High and Medium Sensitivity locations is centred on the Premonstratensian 

Abbey of Croxton (MLE3573) and related areas of Medieval dear park (MLE3597, MLE8751) 

which became the basis of the formal Estate Parkland into which it was transformed 

following the dissolution of the Monastery in 1538.  The former abbey site is now a 

scheduled ancient monument. 

9.2.23 The status of the parkland has preserved many pre-monastic elements.  Most notably is the 

presence of liner ditches running west-east (MLE 3584) which may be a westward extension 

of King Lud’s Entrenchments.  Other earth works in the vicinity may also have prehistoric 

origins (e.g. MLE3575) but may have been subsequently reused in the Medieval period (e.g. 

MLE3590). 

 South-East – Three Queens to Kind Lud’s Entrenchments  

9.2.24 This area is of high sensitivity because of the concentration of archaeogical crop marks 

(MLE3567), a barrow cemetery (MLE3563, MLE3564) and the presence of King Lud’s 

Entrenchments (MLE3552). 

9.2.25 The sites recoded seem to extend from the later Neolithic and Early Bronze Age through to 

the Roman period.  There is an especially strong concentration of ritual and funerary 

monuments dating to the later Neolithic and Early Bronze Age suggesting some form of 

focal point in the landscape.  Similar activity is noted in the adjacent part of Wyeville-cum-

Hungerton Parish over the border in Lincolnshire suggesting a ritual complex of some note 

although the focal point (if one existed) is not clear.  Since adjacent fields are under 

identical landuse but show limited evidence it is reasonable to assume this concertation is 

real and not an artefact of discovery. 

9.2.26 The argument has been made (above) that King Lud’s Entrenchments might date to this 

period and be part of a ritual landscape rather than being a later defensive work.    

9.2.27 While it is unusual to characterise a large area as sensitive there are precedents based on 

the intensity of activity recorded.  While this cluster is unlikely to face building development 

it is under pressure from ploughing and modern agricultural methods.  

 Medium Sensitivity 

9.2.28 Areas of Medium sensitivity are often adjacent to areas of high sensitivity and may indicate 

an edge effect to the activity in the high sensitivity areas.   Some small areas of medium 

sensitivity are located in other wise low sensitivity areas where there is evidence in the 

form of finds or crop marks to suggest some form of settlement activity.  
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9.2.29 Throughout the Parish some 34 land units of medium activity were noted.   This equals 

around 11 % of the parish land.  Generally areas of medium sensitivity were found on the 

periphery of areas of high sensitivity and suggest a genuine graduation in activity.   

 Medium-Low and Low Sensitivity  

9.2.30 The majority of areas of Medium- Low sensitivity are located where there is upstanding 

ridge & furrow or ridge & furrow can be discerned in air photographs.  As might be 

expected the Medium-Low Sensitivity areas cluster around the villages and reflect the 

Medieval and early post-Medieval open field systems.  Other medium low areas reflect HER 

entries suggesting isolated past human activity other than settlement (e.g. a single 

arrowhead).   

9.2.31 In total 103 areas of medium–low sensitivity have been identified equivalent to around 32% 

of the Parish.   Of these around half contain standing of ridge & furrow, a further quarter 

have evidence for partly ploughed out ridge & furrow visible on air photographs and the 

final quarter have an HER record suggesting low level archaeological activity (e.g. isolated 

fieldwalking finds).   

9.2.32 Low sensitivity areas occur where there are no HER entries and evidence of activity is 

limited to the features which can be observed in the contemporary landscape.  It should be 

remembered that low does not mean an absence of activity only an absence of evidence! 

9.2.33 In total 101 areas of low significance were recorded.  This is equivalent to 31% of the Parish 

land. 

 Neutral Sensitivity  

9.2.34 Throughout the Parish areas of neutral sensitivity occur where there has been extensive 

Ironstone Quarrying.  The methods of ironstone extraction used result in the almost 

complete removal of archaeological evidence.  In consequence in these areas the Historic 

Environment Record is a neutral consideration in planning determinations. 

9.2.35 A total of 45 areas of neutral sensitivity have been identified equivalent to an average of 

around 14% of the Parish.  Quarrying was, however, concentrated in some areas and absent 

from others.  The areas in the north and east of the Parish where the ironstone was 

commercially extractable have much higher values with up to 31% of the land surface being 

effectively sterilised.  For reasons noted above this may be an underestimate. 

9.3 Croxton Kerrial  

9.3.1 The core of Croxton Kerrial is shown as Figure 12 in the Annex below.  Around and within 

the historic village core a total of 43 fields/locations are assessed in terms of their 

archaeological sensitivity to development.    The boundaries of each of these units is shown 

on the map.   The discussion here lists the units and summarises their archaeological 

potential, importance and sensitivity to development together with the evidence on which 

this judgement is based.  

9.3.2 In many cases several adjacent locations may be considered together as they share key 

characteristics or they form an historically recognisable unit which has been broken up by 

modern land use. 
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9.3.3 The numbering of the units is arbitrary and commences at the top of the village plan and 

works clockwise around the village core.  The relationship of the units to the conservation 

area covering the village core is discussed below. 

 

9.3.4 Unit 1:   Agricultural field, currently used for poultry rearing 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Low 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Steeply sloping field leading down to intermittent minor stream issuing 
from a spring in Field 5, just beyond the eastern boundary.  No known 
archaeological record.   

   

9.3.5 Unit 2:   Pasture / Paddock. 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Relatively flat field to the north of Croxton Kerrial Church.  Centre possibly 
levelled, shallow ditch along the southern boundary which abuts the 
churchyard wall making it a greater barrier from outside and creating the 
effect of a park pail or “ha-ha”. 

Potential for earlier settlement or religious activity.  Proximity to 
churchyard raises status from medium-low to medium. 

   

9.3.6 Unit 3:   Croxton Kerrial Church & Church Yard  

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Regional (Church listed Grade II*) 

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: Listed Medieval church (St.John the Baptist – 1360916) (MLE 12674) and 
curtilage with listed tomb groups of 17th century (MLE12676) and middle 
18th century (MLE 12675) date. 

Church is mentioned as early as 1220 but there is no evidence for this in 
the current fabric, potential for earlier work to be discovered.   

While the site is highly unlikely to face direct development, the visual 
importance of the site and setting to the visual fabric of the village should 
be considered in any development of neighbouring land or land with direct 
line of sight view to /from the Church. 

   

9.3.7 Unit 4:   Village Football & Cricket Pitch (Croxton Sports Club Field) 

 Potential:   Medium 
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 Importance:   Low 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Field was levelled in 1980’s by importation of soil, eastern end of field was 
not affected and shows crop mark evidence – several former field 
boundaries (as seen on 19th and early 20th century maps) and several sub 
circular, probably geological, features (ice wedge polygons?). 

   

9.3.8 Unit 5:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Evidence for activity from Neolithic to Roman times from known sites:  – 
Possible Iron Age enclosure (MLE3613), extensive cropmarks of possible 
prehistoric field boundaries and enclosure (MLE3577), prehistoric flint 
scatter (ND, MLE10281) in north-east of field, notable worked flint 
concentrations (possible Neolithic) found during informal field walking in 
the south of the field and on the western boundary adjacent to the spring 
noted in Unit 1.  Roman pottery noted in the south east (MLE10282) 
together with grey and red slipware noted during field walking upslope 
from the spring on the western edge. 

Post Medieval activity indicated by two records of a windmill to the north 
and north east of the Church (MLE3595 and MLE3578).  The citations are 
based on the same historic map but have different grid references.  It is 
probable that they refer to a single windmill.  Examination of both grid 
references produced no evidence of a windmill mound or Medieval / post-
Medieval artefacts.  Possible that the windmill was sited in an elevated 
location on a shallow mound at SK 83463 30085, slightly to the north of the 
recorded locations.      

   

9.3.9 Unit 6:   Pinfold Field - Pasture (currently active archaeological excavation)  

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Regional 

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: Resistivity survey and excavation by Framland Local Archaeology Group has 
revealed a substantial complex of Medieval buildings.  These include a 
stone dwelling house with internal partitions, kitchen area with well 
(including organic fill) attached to a very substantial stone founded barn 
(MLE20522).  The stratigraphy is very shallow and has been disturbed by 
later activity but the layout and a corpus of pottery of earlier Medieval 
date are not inconsistent with a small manor or grange c. 1100 to 1300 AD. 
The pottery corpus includes Stamford Ware, Shelly Wares and Green 
Glazed Jug fragments, mostly 12th to 14th Century.   There is no later 
Medieval wares.  There are also hints of earlier activity on the site in the 
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form two shards of Roman Pottery (MLE20536) and two further shards of 
possible Saxon handmade pottery (MLE20537).  

The excavators suggest this is the site of Croxton Kerrial Manor.  Whatever 
the status this is potentially an important site deserving further protection.   

   

9.3.10 Unit 7:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: The field is adjacent to and a continuation of Unit 6.  Several features 
noted in the excavation of the Pinfold Site appear to continue under this 
field.  The depth of soil over features is greater and there is the potential 
for better stratified archaeology. 

   

9.3.11 Unit 8:   Scrub 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Area is a triangle of brambles and scrub covering former garden/allotment.  
The 1766 plan of the village shows this a southern continuation of Units 6 
and 7.  The 1799 plan shows it separated off and formed into four plots, 
apparently not built upon.  By 1817 two of the plots have acquired small 
buildings, possibly cottages.   The OS 1883 survey shows a single building 
on a different location within re-ordered plots.  This building is shown on 
subsequent maps in the series and appears to be the brick built structure 
which still stands (albeit roofless and derelict). 

Potential for investigation of early 19th century cottages or cotts. 

   

9.2.12 Unit 9:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Field lies north-east of the village and south of Unit 5 and is in landscape 
terms a continuation of that field.  Potential for buried archaeology given 
proximity to known sites in Units 5, 6 & 7.  No known finds but field has not 
been walked for this study.   

   

9.3.13 Unit 10:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium-Low (Uncertain) 
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 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Margins of field which extends downslope towards the springs which feed 
the Harston Brook.  Air photographs show unrecorded ridge and furrow 
and (faintly) a possible rectilinear structure (with three internal cross-ways 
partitions) on the upper slope parallel to and above a stream channel.   No 
known finds.  Not field-walked.  In need of further assessment. 

   

9.3.13 Unit 11:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Medium-Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Southward extension of Unit 9.  Iron Age and Roman British pottery 
reported in the south east corner, near the Main Road (A607) 
(unconfirmed in this study). 

   

9.3.14 Unit 12:   Pasture / Paddock 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Paddock subdivided out of adjacent agricultural field (Unit 11) sometime 
after 1950.  Now a rectangular area of established pasture to the 
immediate east of 18th & 19th century properties (1766-1817) on Top Road.  
Potential for domestic and agricultural structures associated with those 
plots.  No known finds.  

   

9.3.15 Unit 13:   Agricultural field, Pasture. 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: Rectangular area consisting of two fields now joined, both fields show clear 
terracing which extends under the field boundary.  The terracing has left a 
series of rectangular platforms.   

Local sources say this is the result of quarrying for building stone and brick 
making clay as both the overlying Lower Lincolnshire Limestones and 
underling Lower Estuarine Series clays (both part of the Jurassic Inferior 
Oolite series) are potentially exploitable at this location.  None, however of 
the OS or earlier historic estate plans back to 1766, nor any of the recent 
documentary sources seen to date, provide any evidence for this activity. 

A rectangular building (barn?) was erected on the east field between 1766 
and 1799 but had been removed by 1817.  Faint crops marks might 
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indicted the location.   

The absence of firm evidence for recent quarrying suggest that the pits are 
early and may have been used to provide clay for construction in the 
Medieval period.  The regularity and order of the remaining surface feature 
suggests they may have been subsequently adapted as house platforms.   If 
the latter is the case then they were abandoned before the earliest 
accurate mapping in the 1760’s.  Possible evidence for settlement 
shrinkage?   

Potential for significant Medieval industrial and domestic archaeology. 

   

9.3.16 Units 14, 15    

& 16:   

Pasture / Paddock   These units can be considered together as they share a 

common history and current divisions are demonstrably recent.  

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: These units together form a rectangular area between the rear of 
properties on Middle Street and Top Road.  This area is integral to the open 
form of the village which is noted as a key characteristic in the 
conservation plan (see previous). 

The area is shown as open ground on the earliest maps; documentary 
sources list it variously as fields, closes and paddocks or farmland - the 
southern part is shown as “Glebe Land” in 1766. The 1766 and 1799 maps 
show buildings on the North, West and South boundaries; buildings are 
first shown on the eastern boundary (onto Top Road) in 1817 and that 
margin has been steadily encroached upon since. 

The southern part of the field contains a track which links Middle Street 
and Top Road - this appears to be part of the putative Medieval grid plan 
for the town – this early town planning is probably coeval with the grant of 
the market charter in 1245.   

Magnetometery survey of the field for this study (see Appendix C) revealed 
faint North-South features which appear to relate to the town grid pattern 
and which may possibly be vestiges of the town “lotting” boundaries.   
These boundaries have the same orientation as existing sub-divisions.  If 
these are lotting boundaries there is no evidence they were ever built upon 
or occupied. 

The survey also showed a strong signal for several potential ditches 
running at 45 degrees to the current town plan (from North-West to South-
East). Since there is no cartographic, documentary sources or local history 
which suggests a purpose of these ditches it is reasonable to infer that they 
are remnants of an earlier field system most likely of Iron Age or Romano-
British age.  It is worth noting a similar orientation of early ditches below 
ridge & furrow is seen in the magnetometry data from Unit 36 to the west 
of the village.   

The isolation of this area and the lack of recent activity offers considerable 
potential for understanding the landscape before the formal laying out of 
the village and for the allotment process (if that is what it is) itself.    
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9.3.17 Unit 17:   Paddock / Pasture 

 Potential:   Low  

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Paddock subdivided out of agricultural field, the remaindered being 
absorbed by Unit 18 sometime after 1913.  
Area of established pasture immediately adjacent to the village smithy. 
Potential for waste products.  No known site or finds.  

   

9.3.18 Unit 18:   Agricultural field, currently arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Arable field parallel to the Main Road (A607).  Find of Iron Age quern stone 
on south-west of unit (MLE6608) about 100m north of the line of the 
Roman Road (the Saltway, MLE8764).  Road crosses he very bottom of the 
field. 

   

9.3.19 Unit 19:   Agricultural field, currently arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Ploughed field.   Roman Road (MLE8764) crosses the north-east corner but 
no other finds.  Small building stone quarry in bottom South West corner, 
partially infilled.      

   

9.3.20 Unit 20:   Agricultural field, currently part of Highfield Farm yards.   

 Potential:   Medium  

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-low 

 Rationale: Site is currently used for machinery and farm materials storage.  Traces of 
north-south orientated ridge and furrow in the southern half of the unit.  
These appear to respect the line of the Roman Road (MLE8764) which runs 
along the inside of the southern boundary of the unit.  No other finds but 
potential for activity associated with the Roman road and its subsequent 
later re-use. 
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9.3.21 Unit 21:   Agricultural field, currently pasture (Windmill Field) 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local (uncertain but pending further work possibly regional)  

 Sensitivity:   High  

 Rationale: Unit lies to the south of the listed Croxton Kerrial Windmill.  The field 
contains several prominent earthwork features.    Air photographs and 
ground survey indicate a large rectangular feature consisting of a ditch 
with an inner bank.  Only the southern part (a “U”) is visible – if the feature 
was ever a “closed box” then the northern side would be under the Mill 
Lane housing development and the Mill itself).   Within this possible 
enclosure are two, possibly three, further north-south banks at least one of 
which clearly has a limestone rubble core.  These features are overlain and 
partially slighted by later ridge and furrow which runs north-south.  In 
consequence earlier north south features are relatively well preserved 
while earlier transverse, east-west features are harder to read.   

Magnetometery of the field confirmed the internal north south walls and 
showed that two possessed clear corner features.  The banks and ditches 
are faintly visible but the overwriting by ridge and furrow was very 
complete.  Unfortunately magnetic noise from farmyard machinery and 
wire fences rendered a large part of the survey un-usable.  Nonetheless, 
there is sufficient data to indicate the potential importance of this site. 

The only find from the field is in the north west corner where a Bronze Age  
barbed and tanged arrowhead was reported (MLE6373). This lies outside 
the putative enclosure area.  

   

9.3.22 Unit 22:   Highfield Farm 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: The farm is indicated as a site of Medium Sensitivity because of its 
potential importance in understanding the development of local 
agricultural practice and vernacular architecture.    

The core of the farm is an 18th century farmhouse of some style and 
consequence.  This has obviously been rebuilt, extended and restyled 
during the 19th century.  At the same time the map evidence suggests that 
a separation was drawn between agricultural and social access to the farm.  
A range of farm outbuildings, stables and barns are shown in 1799 and 
1817 maps to the east and north of the farmhouse.  Parts of these have 
probably been incorporated in the apparently Victorian range of buildings 
set around the farm courtyard on the north of the farmhouse. 

Recently, the farm courtyard has been infilled or roofed with a steel 
framed building and several large modern agricultural barns erected to the 
east the original farmhouse.   

While the individual structures are not of “listable” quality they have a 
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heritage value as a group.  See Historic England advice on farm assessment 
and recording (2015) and policy on farm adaptation and conversion (2006 - 
produced as English Heritage).  

   

9.3.23 Units 23 & 24:   Pasture / Paddock  Can be considered as one unit as they share land-use  

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Pasture in use as paddocks.  Area wraps around the south and west side of 
Highfields Farm.  Air photographs shoe traces of north south orientated 
ridge & furrow.  This again become indistinct in the vicinity of the Roman 
Road which crosses the southern end of the Units.  No other known sites or 
finds. 

   

9.3.24 Unit 25:   Urban Greenspace Identified in Conservation Area Plan  

 Potential:   Uncertain 

 Importance:   Negligible  

 Sensitivity:   Neutral 

 Rationale: Green space forming the central area of a council house development, 
built circa 1965 on former farm land.  There is no record of previous 
activity and the construction of the estate would have compromised this 
relatively small area.   

   

9.3.25 Unit 26:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Pasture land to the west of the field track leading from the village to the 
line of the Roman Road.  Evidence of extensive ridge & furrow, orientated 
east-west.  Line of Roman Road (MLE8764) passes along southern 
boundary but it is not distinctly visible.  No other sites or finds.  

   

9.3.26 Unit 27:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Field has no obvious surface features but is rated as medium sensitivity on 
the basis of its association with two sets of springs.  The first is located in 
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the south west corner and feeds a small brook which eventually joins the 
Croton Park Stream near the village sewage works.  The second is located 
immediately adjacent to the Village Pond (Unit 28 – below).  Based on 
other sites the juxtaposition of the springs in an area of Iron Age and 
Romano-British activity near to a Roman Road might suggest the possible 
presence of ritual activity or votive offerings.   Combined with the area 
now occupied by the village pond this area has some potential. 

   

9.3.27 Unit 28:   Village Pond and feeder Springs 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Uncertain  

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: There has been a pond on this site since Medieval times and it is shown in 
all the map series to date.  The pond is fed by several springs.   See Unit 27 
for rationale on high sensitivity of the area around the pond. 

   

9.3.28 Unit 29:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-low 

 Rationale: Pasture land.  Evidence of extensive ridge & furrow in two orientations.  
The eastern half of the field has ridge and furrow orientated north-east to 
south west.  In the centre of the field there is an abrupt change of direction 
to a system orientated north to south. The change of direction is marked 
by a shallow lynchet or field bank terrace. 

There are no other known sites or finds from the field.  

   

9.3.29 Unit 30:   Agricultural field, Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Unit has previously been subdivided.  On the 1766 map the eastern half is 
subdivided into three plots, by 1799 these have been reduced to one area, 
a further small area is carved off by 1817 and the field assumes much of its 
present proportion.  The eastern half has a number of shallow excavations 
and sub-rectangular platforms. 

The shape of the western half of the current unit has changed little since 
1766 when it was described as “Clay Hill”.  It is possible that the pits in tis 
general area result from quarrying for clay to make brick or daub.   

The fields were combined to make a single unit in the 1980’s (OS Map).  
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There are no other known site or finds from this unit.  

   

9.2.30 Units 31 & 32:   Urban Greenspace Identified in Conservation Area Plan 

Considered together as part of conservation plan 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Unit comprises the green space around the current primary school 
identified in the conservation statement.  This was largely open ground in 
1766 but by 1799 had acquired a range of buildings, further buildings 
followed by 1817. Including the core of the current school.  The terrace 
row and courtyard on the west side and the large house on the north-east 
of the unit can be traced through the OS map series to 1950.  They were 
then demolished and the land incorporated into the school playing field.   
There is good potential for the recovery of the foundations and cellarage of 
both ranges of buildings adding to our knowledge of Georgian Croxton 
Kerrial, hence the medium sensitivity of the unit.   

   

9.3.31 Units 33, 34   

& 35:   

Agricultural field, Permanent Pasture:  Considered together as they are 

currently manged in the same way and have the same history  

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Arable fields with earthworks and air photographic evidence of field banks 
and trackways dating to before 1766.  By 1799 the area had been 
simplified and the small north-south strip plots united, further minor 
change by 1817 created the current areas.  These then persist until the 
present.   The unit slopes moderately steeply away for the village. There is 
no evidence of ridge & furrow.  There are no other sites or finds. 

9.3.32 Unit 36:   Agricultural field, Permanent Pasture 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Field parallel to Chapel Lane and sloping gently down toward the Croxton 
Park Brook.   Has extensive archaeological evidence in what appears to be 
at least four phases of activity.   

The first phase was captured by the Magnetometery survey of the upper 
part of the field (Appendix C).  This shows a strong signal for later activity 
but it also showed a number of potential early ditch features running 
roughly parallel north-west to south-east.  This is a similar alignment to the 
potential ditches recorded by the same survey method in Unit 13.  It 
suggests an early phase of coordinated land sub-division possibly, by 
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comparison with numerous crop mark sites in the areas, belonging to the 
late Iron Age or Romano British period.   

These early features appear to be overlain by a number of possible 
Medieval house platforms and trackways.  These in turn are overlain by 
latter ridge & furrow which both skirt round and also slight older 
platforms, tracks and banks.   The ridge & furrow are orientated across the 
slope and are clearly visible in the Magentometry survey. 

The final phase is recent and includes the extension of Chapel Lane down 
to the Croxton Park Brook and the consequent subdivision of what had 
been a single large area (Little Becks) with new field walls and hedge banks.  
This takes place sometime around 1817. 

In spite of this activity there are no recorded sites or finds. Nevertheless 
the area has strong potential for understanding the evolution of the 
landscape and the village within it. 

   

9.3.33 Units 37, 38   

& 39:   

Agricultural fields, Arable 

 Potential:   Medium to Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Series of paddocks and stock pens along the rear of properties along the 
north side of Chapel Lane.  They form an extension of the yard of Church 
Farm (Units 40 & 41).  They are of interest as they clearly once formed part 
of those properties and have boundaries which are post-Medieval if not 
earlier.  They may offer insight into domestic activities in the post-
Medieval period hence the moderate to low sensitivity. 

   

9.3.34 Units 40, 41, 

and 42:   

Church Farm  

 Potential:   Medium  

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Church Farm is one of only two farm sites still operating within the village.  
It can be considering in three sections: (1) The original farmhouse on 
Middle Street which is now tenanted separately from the working farm.  
(2) The grouping of largely 19th and early 20th century buildings which form 
the old farm yard and (3) a series of recent (late 20th and early 21st century) 
buildings which form the core of the modern functioning farm. 

(1) Unit 42: The original Church Farmhouse is now tenanted a private 
residence and is separated off from the working farm.  The farmhouse 
building is of interest being 18th century in origin but much rebuilt in the 
1850’s.  It sits opposite the Parish Church and is an integral part of its 
setting.  The Farmhouse is not listed but it is within the Conservation area 
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and any substantive alteration or demolition would have a very serious 
impact on the character and historic environment of the village.  

The working farmyard (parts 2 & 3) is run by W E Botterill and Sons who 

have their office at 12 Chapel Lane. 

(2) Unit 41: The second part of the farm, shown as Unit 41, consists of 
older buildings including a much modified range of 18th century buildings, 
an early 19th century barn and a number of late 19th and early 20th 
century buildings and modifications.  The buildings are set around two 
“back to back” courtyards.   

This part of the farmyard retains considerable heritage merit.  While the 
individual structures are not of “listable” quality they have a value as a 
group and a built record of the changing needs of agriculture over the late 
19th and early 20th century (Historic England 2015). 

There is also potential for creative adaptation and reuse of some of the 
buildings and this would be in line with the Historic England policy on farm 
adaptation and conversion (2006 - produced as English Heritage). 

(3) Unit 40:  The modern farm buildings at the heart of the operational 
farm are shown here as Unit 40.  It lies to the west of the original 
farmhouse and farm yard and consists of largely modern buildings and is 
functionally joined to the paddocks and pens of Units 37, 38, 39.  Where 
older buildings were recorded by map evidence these have largely been 
demolished and rebuilt as modern structures diminishing the heritage 
value of this area.  Notwithstanding, the use of steel frame buildings with 
pile or relatively shallow foundations means the area probably still retains 
buried evidence.   

   

9.3.35 Unit 43:   Agricultural field, currently arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Arable field, much ploughed.  Contains the remains of a trackway along the 
eastern edge and bounded by an apparently ancient hedge bank.  The track 
led from Chapel lane to a putative Medieval Mill Site on the norther side of 
the field.  This consists of two early Medieval style side ponds with a 
potential platform located below the second pond for a small watermill.   

The upper pond is infilled but the lower pond appears to have been re-
excavated recently for wildfowl.    

High potential for understanding early Medieval water mills in a location 
not overbuilt by later mills. 

   

 Units 44 & 45:   Agricultural field, currently arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 
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 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Arable fields with no known crop mark evidence, sites or find spots.  Rapid 
field survey for this project failed to locate any material earlier than the 
19th century. 

 

9.4 Branston 

9.3.1 The core of Branston is shown as Figure 13 in the Annex below.  A total of 42 fields / 

locations in and around the village are assessed in terms of their archaeological sensitivity 

to development.  The boundaries of each of these units is shown on the map.   The 

discussion here lists the units and summarises their archaeological potential, importance 

and sensitivity to development together with the evidence on which this judgement is 

based.  

9.4.2 In many cases several adjacent locations may be considered together as they share key 

characteristics or they form an historically recognisable unit which has been broken up by 

modern land use. 

9.4.3 Numbering of the units is arbitrary and commences at the top of the village plan and works 

clockwise around the village core.  The relationship of the units to the conservation area 

covering the village core is discussed below. 

 

9.4.4 Unit 1:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Field with field banks and faint traces of ridge & furrow (north-south 
orientated) which are slighted by several small quarry pits – either for road 
stone, building stone or trial pits for ironstone.   

One of these pits may have produced the Bronze Age stone “Battle Axe” 
recorded to have come from a quarry in this area (MLE6375) (although the 
grid reference given suggests a location further east there is no known pit 
at that site).  

   

9.4.5 Unit 2:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture.   

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Field has no evidence for ridge & furrow suggesting it has been improved.  
Notwithstanding, the proximity to village suggests possible presence of 
settlement evidence.    No sites or finds recorded. 
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9.4.6 Unit 3:   Agricultural fields, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Arable field subject to improvement and ploughing.  Potential (see Unit 1) 
but no known site or finds.   

   

9.4.7 Unit 4:   Agricultural fields, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Pasture field extending from Unit 3 to Branston Brook on the east side.  Air 
photographs show a number of prominent earth banks of uncertain 
function and date together with a small fragment of ridge & furrow at the 
north west corner which is slighted by the modern sewage works.   No 
known sites or finds.    

   

9.4.8 Units 5 & 6:   Paddock / Pasture 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Areas of rough pasture at rear of properties along Main Road.  Evidently 
have a long history of use and re-use as paddocks, gardens, allotments and 
space or rural industries.  Potential for better understanding of the post-
Medieval development of the village.  No sites or finds recorded.   

   

9.4.9 Units 7, 8, 9, 

10, & 11:   

Agricultural fields, currently Pasture  

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Pasture fields leading down from the village to the Branston Brook.  These 
have a number of prominent earth works including field banks in Units 9 & 
10, and a possible double banked trackway in Unit 7 possibly pointing in 
the direction of the reputed Medieval Manor House (MLE16206).      
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9.4.10 Unit 12:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Large arable field.   No known sites or features but adjacent fields have 
produced finds suggesting activity.  At the west edge of the field there is a 
steep slope down to the Branston Brook which is partially wooded in scrub.  
This may be of interest. 

   

9.4.11 Unit 13:   Scrub and Old Quarry 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Negligible 

 Sensitivity:   Neutral 

 Rationale: Steeply sloping grass and scrub covered bank with small rock quarry.  The 
quarry as exposed today is marked on 1883 OS 6 Inch Sheet as “Old 
Quarry”.  Possible source of building stone for the village.    No other 
known sites or finds.   

   

9.4.12 Unit 14:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Large field on east side of Branston Burn.  Extensive ridge & furrow evident 
on air photographs, forming classic open “s” pattern orientated east-west. 
Later field banks subdivisions also evident overlying the R&F together with 
a small number of partially infield pits (possible ore quarry trial holes?).  No 
known sites or finds.    

   

9.4.13 Unit 15:   Woodland 

 Potential:   Medium  

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Established woodland present on early estate maps (1760’s).  Occupies 
valley bottom and sloping ground to west of deeply incised Branston 
Brook. Has great potential for preserving earlier land use boundaries or 
water related features such as an early dam and mill.  No other sites or 
finds noted.    
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9.4.14 Units 16, 17 

18, 19, 20, 21, 

22, 23 & 24:   

Paddocks & Pasture 

Grouped because of similar location and land use (units kept separate because of 
different land ownerships) 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Series of paddocks extending from the rear of properties along The Rock 
(lane) and sloping eastwards down to the Branston Brook.  Air 
photographic evidence of field banks. 

It is likely that the upper parts of these units may contain evidence of farm 
and settlement development while the lower portions near the brook 
might contain evidence of early dams and mills.  No known sites or finds.    

   

9.4.15 Unit 25:   Agricultural field, currently pasture 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Low 

 Rationale: Pasture.  Very faint traces of probably ploughed over north-south 
orientated ridge & furrow at north end of field and equally faint traces of 
east-west orientated ridge & furrow at the southern end of the field.  No 
known sites or finds. 

   

9.4.16 Unit 26, 27, 

28, 29 & 30:   

Paddocks 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low  

 Rationale: Series of paddocks subdivided by wire fences.  These form a prominent 
area of greenspace in the village and are identified as such in the 
conservation statement.  Historically these fields were attached to Ling’s 
Farm at the corner of Main Street and The Rock (lane).  The housing on 
Waltham Road is relatively recent (c.1950’s).  

The curing boundary between Units 26 and 27 runs from The Rock (lane) to 
Waltham Road and appears to make the line of an earlier lane or track.  It 
had fallen out of use a public through route by no later than 1883. 

No known sites or finds but potential for discovery of sites similar to those 
uncovered locally during ironstone mining and possible precursor buildings 
to the current Ling’s Farm. 

   

9.4.17 Units 31 & 32:   Agricultural fields, currently Arable 
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 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Neutral 

 Rationale: Area of iron ore extraction as recorded by BGS and Ordnance Survey. 
Operated up to the Second World War.   Several prehistoric finds made on 
the northern margin of Unit 32 during quarrying (MLE6372 - Early Bronze 
Age Vessels and MLE3568 – Undated burials).   No other known sites or 
finds.  

Likely that any buried archaeology has been removed by quarrying hence 
of Neutral sensitivity. 

   

9.4.18 Unit 33:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: No known sites or finds but potential for discovery of sites similar to those 
uncovered during ironstone mining (e.g. Early Bronze Age Vessels MLE6372 
and Burials MLE3568 to the west of this area). 

   

9.4.19 Units 34:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Pasture - possible ridge and furrow running west-east.  Outside the existing 
conservation area. No known sites or findspots but location near to finds 
made during ironstone quarrying suggests some small potential. 

   

9.4.20 Units 35:   Paddock 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Extension of village landholding bounded by old (if not ancient) hedges on 
low banks.  Within the existing conservation area. Adjacent to the 
Churchyard to St. Guthlac’s Church.  No known sites or findspots but 
location near to finds made during ironstone quarrying suggests some 
small potential. 

   

9.4.21 Unit 36:   Barn Yard, Home Farm 
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 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local  

 Sensitivity:   Medium 

 Rationale: Home Farm was one of several village farms.  It is no longer in agricultural 
use.   The principle elements of the farm yard are the house, the barn and 
outbuildings.     

The Farmhouse is a substantial stone building of late 18th Century date 
(built by no later than 1800).  It shares many design features with Ling’s 
Farmhouse (listed Grad II) which was also built c. 1800 (MLE12666).    

The attached outbuilding at the front of the house appears 
contemporaneous with the farmhouse itself.  Other red brick additions 
appear to be of later 19th or early 20th century date.  These include a toilet 
and washhouse block the rear of the farmhouse together with a substantial 
Cart Shed and smaller building (function unknown) attached to the barn in 
the space between Barn and Farmhouse. 

The principle agricultural building is a very long stone barn of late 18th or 
early 19th century date with an unusual semi-hipped roof.  It uses the same 
stone as the farmhouse and shares some design features.  It is likely 
therefore to have been built at the same time as the farmhouse as part of 
planed unit. 

The barn is regrettably suffering from long term neglect; parts of the 
external and gable wall have collapsed, as has part of the roof.   The latter 
has been temporarily propped.  The building is clearly at risk of complete 
loss.   

Overall the arrangement of the main farm house, outbuildings and barn is 
very significant to the village and while the individual structures are not of 
“listable” quality they have more value as a group (see Historic England 
advice on farm assessment and recording, 2015). 

It is understood that planning permission was granted for conversion to 
dwellings but this has not been carried out.  It is to be hoped that this will 
be undertaken in line with the Historic England policy on farm adaptation 
and conversion (2006 - produced as English Heritage).   

Adaptive re-use would be better than wholesale demolition and 
replacement as the current grouping is a major element of the character 
and visual fabric of the village.  Loss would have a very negative impact on 
the conservation area as a whole.   

   

9.4.22 Unit 37:   St Guthlac’s Church (listed II*) and Church Yard 

 Potential:   High 

 Importance:   Regional 

 Sensitivity:   High 

 Rationale: Listed Church of 13th Century date with tower of late 14th Century 
(MLE12664) with graveyard, monuments and War Memorial (MLE20710).  

While the site is highly unlikely to face direct development, the visual 
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importance of the site and setting to the visual fabric of the village should 
be considered in any development of neighbouring land or land with direct 
line of sight view to /from the Church. 

   

9.4.23 Unit 38:   Paddock 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Paddocks – extension of gardens on west side of Main street.   These take 
in fragments of farmland on the west side of the village.  Give the extent of 
iron extraction in this area (see Units 39 & 40) this is a potentially valuable 
landscape fragment which could provide evidence about the changing 
interaction between the cottages on Main Street and the surrounding 
farmlands.   

   

9.4.24 Units 39 & 40:   Agricultural field, currently Arable 

 Potential:   Low 

 Importance:   Negligible  

 Sensitivity:   Neutral 

 Rationale: Area of iron ore extraction as recorded by BGS and Ordnance Survey. 
Operated up to the Second World War.   Several prehistoric finds 
elsewhere in quarries but not apparently here.  No other known sites or 
finds.  

Likely that any buried archaeology has been removed by quarrying hence 
of Neutral sensitivity. 

   

9.4.25 Units 41 & 42:   Agricultural field, currently Pasture 

 Potential:   Medium 

 Importance:   Local 

 Sensitivity:   Medium-Low 

 Rationale: Area of arable fields sloping down toward the river Devon.  The western 
part of Unit 41 abuts the river and there is some air photographic evidence 
for indeterminate activity along the river margins (Fish ponds? Flax retting 
ponds?).   No other known sites or finds  
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10 Conclusions and Recommendations 

10.1 Historic Environment Record and Heritage Resources 

10.1.1  This study has investigated the Historic Environment Record (HER) and heritage resources 

of the Parish.  From the HER this report notes 107 known sites in the Parish and from the 

field survey and geophysical survey it adds a further 20 previously unknown sites.  The 

record demonstrates evidence of human activity from the Late Upper Palaeolithic around 

12,000 year ago to the present day.   

10.1.2  Key points include:  

 Multiple round barrows forming an extensive Barrow Cemetery from King Lud’s 

Entrenchments to Three Queens in the east of the parish (the bulk of the 

Limestone Edge LCA).  Crop marks of associated (?) enclosures, linear earthworks, 

ditches and pit alignments point to this being an important focal point for Neolithic 

and Bronze Age burial and ritual activity. 

 Extensive field systems apparently associated with dispersed settlement are found 

across all the higher ground in the parish – from the Wold Tops around the rim of 

the Knipton Bowl to the Limestone Edge.  The field systems probably originate in 

the Bronze Age and develop through the Iron Age and into the Roman period.  

Some indication of a north-west to South East alignment of the fields in some 

areas. 

 Presence of two Roman roads – the east-west Salt Way and the north-south Drift 

(which may be pre-Roman).  No evidence for immediate Roman landscape re-

organisation but signs of the gradual “Romanisation” of the local population.  

Immediately outside the parish there is evidence of the replacement of dispersed 

native settlement with larger villa or villa like farms.  There are possible candidates 

for this in the parish but they have yet to be investigated. 

 Extensive ridge & furrow field systems around the two villages.  This appears with 

the nucleation of settlement in the mid Anglo Saxon period.  By the late Anglo 

Saxon we see the emergence of two distinct nucleated or semi-nucleated 

settlements at Croxton and Branston surrounded by open field agriculture.   

 Both settlements were established by Domesday and both show a clustering of 

Church and Manor House.  Branston Church was rebuilt in its entirety before the 

Black Death; Croxton was completely rebuilt immediately after.   

 The grid pattern of the streets (and missing lanes) in Croxton Kerrial may indicate 

re-planning of the village and may have been an attempt to grow the settlement in 

the early Medieval (the market charter of 1245 is suggestive of this).  The grid for 

the planned town lies north-south and cuts across the earlier (pre-Medieval) field 

systems which were orientated north-west to south-east.  For multiple reasons 

(including, probably, the Black Death) the settlement did no expand and may have 

reduced in size leaving shrunken village elements along Chapel Lane.   The areas of 

greenspace within the core of the village probably originate at that time.  

Geophysical survey shows no evidence for buildings but they appear to retain 

buried traces of the differently orientated earlier Iron Age/Roman field systems.   



Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial, Leicestershire (Project Ref: 16-010) 

Final Report                                                                   

 

 

Coles Baxter Associates LLP  85 

 Croxton Abbey lies within the Parish – This is one of the most important Monastic 

Houses in the region and it is allegedly the burial place of the heart of King John 

after his death in Newark.   

 The dissolution of the monastery transforms the parish and stone taken from the 

Abbey is incorporated into the buildings of the villages.  Many the older buildings 

in the village probably have their origins at this time. 

 There is little archaeological evidence for event during the Civil War; although the 

Parish was in a contested area it appear that only minor skirmishes took place and, 

besides allegedly Civil War musket shot lodged in the Church roof, these have left 

no trace.   

 From 1650 onwards the open field system is gradually enclosed transforming the 

appearance of the landscape.  Croxton receives its enclosure act in 1766 although 

the field systems undergo further re-organisation by the Belvoir estate several 

time thereafter. 

 Widespread rebuilding and new build was undertaken between 1750 and 1810 

and the majority of listed buildings in both Branston and Croxton date to this 

period.  Estate maps and early Maps suggest that the majority of pre-1919 

buildings in the parish were in place by no later than 1817. 

 Ironstone extraction between 1880 and 1970 has had a major impact on the 

parish.  The impact is concentrated the Knipton Bowl and Wolds Top where up to 

31% of the land surface has been quarried.   

10.1.3 The Study has underscored the value of the existing Landscape Character Areas by showing 

they have different archaeological sensitivities which correlate to contrasting land-use and 

settlement histories. 

10.1.4 A summary gazetteer of sites and monuments from the Leicestershire Historic Environment 

Record (LHER) is given in Appendix A.  The sites and potential site noted in this study are 

recorded in Appendix B. The later will be notified to the LHER in due course. 

10.2 A Sense of Place: The Character of the Parish & Its Villages    

10.2.1 The study has explored and restated the key historic environment characteristics of the 

Parish and the Villages to point to those elements of settlement form, construction 

materials and architectural styles which give the parish its character and “sense of place”.   

In summary: 

 The Parish  

10.2.2 Croxton Kerrial & Branston is a rural parish whose historic environment illustrates many of 

the key developments in the evolution of the North Leicestershire countryside.  In broad 

terms its historic character derives from: 

 A varied landscape of three main elements formed by the juxtaposition of the 

elevated and relatively open Limestone uplands and the top of the Wolds 

escarpment with the closed, folded, landscape within the Knipton Bowl.   

 The strong contrast between the arable landscape of the Limestone Edge and 

Wolds Top which has few hedgerows, large fields and a scatter of plantation 



Historic Environment Assessment for the Civil Parish of Croxton Kerrial, Leicestershire (Project Ref: 16-010) 

Final Report                                   

 

 

86     Coles Baxter Associates LLP  

woodland with the pastoral landscape of the Knipton Bowl with many hedgerows, 

smaller fields, and larger areas of managed woodland along water courses. 

 Ancient pasture on Ridge and furrow is  

 Settlement is nucleated in two ancient villages.  The villages exhibit different 

development histories but both are low density and possess large areas of 

greenspace within the historic village core. 

 Ridge & furrow is common around the villages and is an important visual element 

of the landscape. 

 Buildings isolated in the landscape are rare and tend to be linked to the Belvoir 

Estate – such as cottages for Water Bailiffs and Gamekeepers.   

 Similarly there are relatively few isolated farms and tend to be very late (mostly 

late 19th century). 

 Historic Environment Character of Croxton Kerrial Village 

10.2.3 Croxton Kerrial is a nucleated farming village whose historic character largely derives from: 

 The grid plan of the village – thought to the result of Medieval town planning.    

 The presence of the Medieval Church at the head of the village. 

 The large area of open green space within the heart of the planned village – 

thought to be the result of the failure of the planned town to grow – the 

archaeological record suggests that this area has not been built on since the village 

was laid out around 1245.   

 Other extensive areas of green space within the village and on the village margins 

laid to pasture and showing evidence of house platforms some of which are 

apparently under later ridge & furrow – thought to be evidence of the pre-planned 

village and possibly indicative of the shrinking of the village following the Black 

Death or post enclosure rural depopulation. 

 The presence of working farms within the historic village core. 

 The presence of early cottages laid out at right angles to the roads.  In the village 

core many building plots retain a long thin layout.    

 The use of local stone and a mixture of roofing materials – pantile, Bottesford 

black glazed pantiles and Welsh slate. 

 The use of stone taken from the Abbey in the 1540’s to build many of the 

apparently earlier cottages in the village.  

 A distinctive patterning of stonework possibly indicative of the reuse of fine 

external stone and courser wall fill stone from the Abbey. 

 Significant period of rebuilding in the village around 1800.  The majority of 

buildings present in the village in 1950 originated before 1817. 

 The architectural influence of the Belvoir estate upon the village in the form of 

estate buildings of three periods and in three styles.   

 The feeling of connectedness stemming from the presence of the Turnpike Road 

along Main Road (now the A607).  
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 Historic Environment Character of Branston Village  

10.2.4 Branston is nucleated farming village whose historic character largely derives from: 

 The linear form of the village – a single street with a series of farmyards and blind 

closes leading off – apparently unplanned. 

 The presence the Medieval church in the centre of the village. 

 Relatively small areas of greenspace in the village core but considerable areas of 

pasture and paddock forming a buffer between the village and surrounding arable 

land.  Some of this may derive from the shrinking of the village following the Black 

Death or post-enclosure rural depopulation.  

 The presence, until recently, of working farms within the historic village core. 

 The presence of distinct farm yards off the main street.  Each roughly square plot 

has a farmhouse fronting onto the road with a barn, stables, cart shed, 

outbuildings, etc. wrapping around the rear of the house.  The yard is often 

shielded from the road by high stone walls.   These characteristics remain even 

where the farmyard is no longer in use for agriculture. 

 The use of local stone and a mixture of roofing materials – pantile, Bottesford 

black glazed pantiles and Welsh slate.   

 The use of stone taken from the Abbey in the 1540’s to build many of the 

apparently earlier cottages in the village. 

 Significant rebuilding of many of the farm houses in the village between 1730 and 

1800 including those listed. 

 A distinctive patterning of stonework possibly indicative of the reuse of fine 

external stone and courser wall fill stonework from the Abbey. 

 The architectural influence of the Belvoir estate upon the village in the form of 

estate buildings of three periods and in three styles.  Including the village school 

and village hall. 

 The feeling of isolation stemming from the absence of a main road through the 

village. 

10.3 Sensitivity to Development (“Constraints”) 

10.3.1 The study has explored the possible constraints on development which may arise from the 

presence of archaeological remains through a broad based analysis of the sensitivity of 332 

land units across the parish as a whole and a more detailed analysis of 44 and 42 land units 

around Croxton Kerrial and Branston respectively.  This demonstrated that the sensitivity of 

the land within both the Parish and the Village conservation areas is not uniform.   

10.3.2 In summary six clusters of high sensitivity sites were noted: 

 The historic village core of Branston. 

 The historic village core of Croxton Kerrial and possible adjacent shrunken village 

elements not including in the core area. 

 The potential Neolithic - Bronze Age burial and ritual landscape between Three 

Queens and King Lud’s Entrenchments.  
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 The remains of Croxton Abbey and its surrounding monastic and parkland 

landscape. 

 The potential Late Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Roman sites on Lings Hill. 

 The potential Iron Age and Roman sites West of Terrace Hills Farm and North of 

High Leys Farm. 

10.3.3 Both Branston and Croxton Kerrial are conservations areas and contain the majority of the 

listed buildings.  The other listed buildings area at Croxton Park.  Here the landscape is 

important not only for its archaeological sites but also its ecology and is not only a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument but also a Site of Special Scientific Interest.   

10.3.4 The sensitivity data provides only an initial assessment based on current knowledge.  Any 

proposed development should undertake further work to ascertain the presence or 

absence of buried archaeology.  Recommendations for the archaeological work to be 

carried out pre-planning determination and post determination in response to 

development in each sensitivity area are outlined below.   

10.4 Opportunities Presented by the Historic Environment  

10.4.1 This study has carried out a rapid assessment of the opportunities presented by the 

heritage of the parish including the potential for heritage tourism, creative re-use or re-

purposing of buildings and better interpretation and public understanding. 

10.4.2 The detailed exploration of the opportunities and their financial viability will require a 

separate study.  Our initial assessment notes that there are a range of opportunities in 

Tourism, Hospitality and Rural Business: 

 Adaptive Reuse of pre 1919 Farm Buildings  

10.4.3 A range of underused or shortly to be replaced farm buildings which have the potential for 

conversion to small business units, start up offices and a rural enterprise hub (providing hot 

desking and managed office facilities).  This would not be dissimilar to the recent 

redevelopment of the Buckminster House Stables but on a smaller scale.   

10.4.4 Two groups of buildings have been identified: (1) The 19th Century Barn, cart sheds and 

outbuilding range at Church Farm, Croxton Kerrial and (2) The 19th Century Barn, stables 

and cart sheds at Home Farm, Branston.  Both sites may be considered at risk from 

changing agricultural patterns and accommodation demands.  

10.4.5 Such a development would support the growth of small and medium enterprises and the 

trend towards homeworking.  In the longer term it would promote the reduction of 

commuting. 

 History and Archaeology / Heritage Based Tourism 

10.4.6 Croxton Parish lies within the 40 minute drive-distance of both Leicester and Nottingham, it 

is within the twenty minute drive-distance of Melton Mowbray and Grantham.  Given the 

proximity to urban areas and ease of access there are opportunities for the development of 

“door-step” tourism based on day-visits.   

10.4.7 The area around the Parish has a number of established visitor destinations.  The initial 

object would be to capitalise on this existing pool of visitors through the development of 
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what would be additional stopping points.  The goal is to lengthen the dwell time in the 

district and thus increase visitor spend in local shops, restaurants, cafés and public houses. 

10.4.8 Established local destinations include Belvoir Castle whose gardens and grounds are an 

established summer attraction and the Grantham Canal whose towpath is a popular all year 

round walking and cycling route.  Slightly further afield are the National Trust properties at  

Belton House, Grantham House and Sir Isaac Newton’s childhood and family home at 

Woolsthorpe Manor. 

10.4.9 There are a number of potential avenues apparent from the HER: 

 A Matter of Life and Death: Explorations and Interpretations of the exceptional 

concentration of Prehistoric burial and ritual activity around King Lud’s 

Entrenchment and Three Queens in the south east of the parish.  Potential for arts 

based interpretation to bring the prehistory to life. 

 Abbey, Church and Village:  History tourism linking the Abbey and the Churches of 

Branston and Croxton and through which the story of the origin and travails of the 

villages in the Medieval Period could be told in an interesting and engaging 

fashion.  Central to this concept would be the permanent public display of the 

Medieval manor house at Croxton Kerrial. 

10.4.10 There are other themes possible by linking to sites in adjacent Parishes.  Such links would 

enable a fuller story of this area to be presented.    

10.4.11 Development would be relatively low key and might include, for example, the provision of 

information signage and the way-marking of local doorstep walks linked to minor 

improvements in the footpath and cycleway network.  The Parish Council website (or a site 

co-ordinated by several parishes working in concert) could provide simple walking 

instructions (easy print one side A4) with relevant information on both the heritage and 

local places to eat and drink.  For some reason pub to pub walks are always popular.   

10.4.12 Development of this type of local walking routes and doorstep tourism would be better 

undertaken by a small group of parishes working in concert this would provide a greater 

critical mass of destinations. 

 Food and Farm Tourism 

10.4.13 Potential for co-ordinated development of food and drink based tourism in the area 

building on the excellent reputation of the existing establishments both in the Parish and in 

the immediate surrounding area.   

10.4.14 Potential for farm shops based on the national reputation of local producers in Cheese, 

Poultry and Game.    

 Education Tourism 

10.4.15 The historic environment record for the Parish suggests that the is potential for significant 

discoveries to be made in both Prehistoric and Medieval archaeology.  There are 

opportunities to explore this potential through education based programmes of excavation 

run in conjunction with Harlaxton College (part of the University of Evansville) and other 

Higher Education Institutions in the region.   This could include both full semester courses 

and much shorter summer schools.   
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10.5 Recommendations: Appropriate Responses to Proposed Development  

10.5.1 Outlined here are recommendations for the appropriate archaeological response to 

proposed developments in areas of high, medium, medium-low, low and neutral  

archaeological sensitivity as defined in section three above.   

10.5.2 The following recommendations are in line with Policies EN1 and EN13 of the MBC Local 

Plan Review. 

 Areas of High Sensitivity 

10.5.3 The description of High Sensitivity is not intended to prevent development, rather it is an 

indication that the area is potentially of at least regional and possibly national importance 

and will require appropriate professional intervention before any planning application is 

made.   

10.5.4 Where the areas of High Sensitivity include Scheduled Ancient Monuments or Listed 

Buildings there are statuary requirements to consult with Historic England and to seek the 

appropriate statutory permissions prior to development (this is taken here as a given).  

10.5.5 To that end evidence must be presented to the planning office by the developer to ensure 

that the historic environment record of the individual location or site has been properly 

assessed prior to submission.  Further, that sufficient evidence has been gathered to 

support a rational, reasoned, statement of significance and thereby enable the planning 

office to reach a sustainable judgement about the archaeogical significance of the site. This 

consideration may result in a recommendation by the Planning Office to prevent 

development or require an extensive post-determination full-scale programme of site 

investigation. 

10.5.6 It is therefore recommended that all development within the areas of high sensitivity will 

require a programme of pre-determination assessment. 

10.5.7 This programme of pre-determination investigation to be measured, appropriate, and 

tailored to the specific location, conditions and land use history of the site.    

10.5.8 The requirements for pre-determination works and / or further mitigation will be 

dependent upon the known archaeological value and potential significance of the site, 

together with the size and scale of the proposed development. 

10.5.9 To those ends it is appropriate to recommended that developer undertake early 

consultation with the MBC Conservation Officer in order to determine the exact scope of 

works for specific sites. 

 High Sensitivity Areas Pre-Determination 

10.5.10 The pre-determination programme is likely to include a mixture of detailed desk-based 

assessment; a programme of non-intrusive survey works; and / or programmes of 

evaluation trenching.  Where there is existing evidence for extensive buried archaeology 

there should a requirement for larger scale trial excavations to determine the nature, 

condition and possible boundaries of the site.  

10.5.11 For sites where the assessment work demonstrates significance it is not unreasonable to 

recommend that the results of the pre-determination assessment should be used to inform 
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changes to the proposed scheme of development – either through changes to the site 

layout to protect key features or through  change in site phasing to permit full scale 

investigation with precluding development. 

10.5.12 Should remains of national importance be encountered, it is possible that programmes of in 

situ preservation may be required.  Development which would adversely affect such 

remains (or their setting) should not be permitted.  

 High Sensitivity Areas Post-Determination 

10.5.13 The determination of planning permissions on high sensitivity sites will very likely include a 

requirement for mitigation which may include a watching brief, detailed survey work and / 

or open area excavation depending on the results of the initial assessment work. 

10.5.14 This will include an appropriate post-determination programme of post-survey and/or post-

excavation works together with the archiving of the data and publication of the findings.  

For significant sites there should be an assumption that this will include an element of 

public information and outreach. 

 Areas of Medium Sensitivity 

10.5.15 The description of Medium Sensitivity is not intended to prevent development, rather it is 

an indication that the area is potentially of at least local and possibly regional importance 

and will require appropriate professional intervention before any planning application is 

made.  This may include preventing development or requiring extensive full scale 

programmes of site investigation.  

10.5.16 Within areas of medium sensitivity there are no statutory constraints to proposed 

development.  It is, however, still recommended that pre-planning consultation with the 

MBC Conservation Officer / Planning Archaeologist be undertaken in order to determine 

the exact scope of works for specific sites. 

10.5.17 To that end evidence must be presented by the developer to ensure that the historic 

environment record of the individual location or site has been properly assessed prior to 

submission.  Further, that sufficient evidence has been gathered to support a rational, 

reasoned, statement of significance and thereby enable the planning office to reach a 

sustainable judgement about the archaeogical significance of the site. 

10.5.18 It is therefore recommended that all development within the areas of medium sensitivity 

should be considered for a programme of pre-determination assessment. 

10.5.19 Any programme of pre-determination investigation to be measured, appropriate, and 

tailored to the specific location, conditions and land use history of the site.    

10.5.20 The requirements for pre-determination works and / or further mitigation will be 

dependent upon the known archaeological value and potential significance of the site, 

together with the size and scale of the proposed development.   

10.5.21 In some instances, the need for survey works; and / or programmes of evaluation trenching 

may be attached to planning approval as a condition. 
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 Medium Sensitivity Areas Pre-Determination 

10.5.22 The pre-determination programme is likely to include a mixture of detailed desk-based 

assessment; a programme of non-intrusive survey works; and / or programmes of 

evaluation trenching.   

10.5.23 For sites where the assessment work demonstrates significance it is not unreasonable to 

recommend that the results of the pre-determination assessment should be used to inform 

changes to the proposed scheme of development – either through changes to the site 

layout to protect key features or through  change in site phasing to permit full scale 

investigation with precluding development. 

10.5.24 Should remains of national importance be encountered, it is possible that programmes of in 

situ preservation may be required.  Development which would adversely affect such 

remains (or their setting) should not be permitted.  

 Medium Sensitivity Areas Post-Determination 

10.5.25 The determination of planning permissions on medium sensitivity sites may possibly include 

a requirement for mitigation which may include a watching brief, detailed survey work and 

/ or open area excavation depending on the results of the initial assessment work. 

10.5.26 This will include an appropriate post-determination programme of post-survey and/or post-

excavation works together with the archiving of the data and publication of the findings.  

For significant sites there should be an assumption that this will include an element of 

public information and outreach. 

 Areas of Medium–Low and Low Sensitivity 

10.5.27 The description of Medium-Low sensitivity is an indication that the area is potentially of 

local importance and may, in the case of ridge & furrow (see below), contribute to the 

overall character and sense of place of both the Parish and wider locality. 

10.5.28 The Description of Low Sensitivity is an indication that the area has no known 

archaeological potential.  This obviously does not imply an absence of human activity.   

10.5.29 Within areas identified as Medium-Low and Low sensitivity there are no statutory 

constraints to development. 

10.5.30 It is, however, still recommended that pre-planning consultation with the MBC 

Conservation Officer / Planning Archaeologist be undertaken in order to determine the 

exact scope of works for specific sites.   

10.5.31 As with all sites, should remains of national importance be encountered during either the 

pre-determination or mitigation works, it is possible that programmes of in situ 

preservation and changes to the proposed development design scheme may be required. 

This is in-line with Policies EN1 and  EN13 of the MBC Local Plan Review. 

 Pre-Determination 

10.5.32 Any programme of pre-determination investigation to be measured, appropriate, and 

tailored to the specific location, conditions and land use history of the site.    

10.5.33 For sites of Medium-Low to Low Sensitivity it is likely that the minimum requirement will be 

that a heritage statement (identifying likely constraints and development impact) is 

submitted with the planning application.  In consequence it is likely that the pre-
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determination programme will be limited to a desk based assessment and possibly a walk 

over survey.   

10.5.34 The heritage statement will demonstrate that the historic environment record of the site 

has been properly assessed prior to submission.  Further, that sufficient evidence has been 

gathered to support a rational, reasoned, statement of significance and thereby enable the 

planning office to reach a sustainable judgement about its archaeological significance. 

 Post-Determination 

10.5.35 The determination of planning permissions on Medium-Low and Low sensitivity sites may 

possibly include a requirement for mitigation which is most likely to be limited to pre-

construction recording and during construction watching briefs and or trial pitting. 

10.5.36 This will include an appropriate programme of post-survey archiving of the data and 

publication of the findings.  There should be an assumption that this will include an element 

of public information and outreach. 

 

 Areas of Neutral Sensitivity 

10.5.37 The description of Neutral Sensitivity is an indication that the area has negligible potential 

due to the activities of past extractive industries.  It is considered likely that no archaeology 

remains and that there are no statutory constraints to development. 

10.5.38 For development sites with Neutral Sensitivity sufficient research should be carried out to 

confirm the presence of past extractive industry.  If that is the case they the Historic 

Environment can be considered Neutral in development terms for that site.   Obviously any 

development on a neutral site may still intrude visually on important sites in the vicinity 

and my fall within their buffer zone.  This will for a consideration post-determination. 

10.5 Recommendations for Specific Locations & Site Types 

 Conservation Area & Listed Buildings 

10.5.1 For any new development / alterations within or adjacent to the extent of the conservation 

area, it is recommended that early consultation is undertaken with the MBC Conservation 

Officer. 

10.5.2 Works within the conservation area will require Conservation Area Consent and all works 

will need to consider the visual impact of the area and its setting. Similar consideration 

should be made of the impact upon character of listed buildings within the study area, and 

their setting. Any alterations or demolition would require Listed Building Consent. 

Consultation with English Heritage may be required for the highest grade of buildings.  

10.5.3 This is in line with policies EN5 and EN6 of the MBC Local Plan Review. 

 Historic Cores, Shrunken Settlement and Buffer Zones 

10.5.4  In line with national practice this study has identified the historic cores of the Medieval / 

post-Medieval villages of Branston and Croxton Kerrial as being of High Sensitivity.  In 

addition areas of previously unrecorded historic settlement outside the historic core have 

been identified at Croxton Kerrial (based upon layout, boundaries, earthworks and 
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proximity to other evidence etc.).  These indicate that during the Medieval period the 

village has partly changed its location and orientation and / or has shrunk.  

10.5.5 Where there are multiple lines of evidence (and therefore some confidence in 

interpretation) the area is considered to be of high potential and therefore these areas 

have also be classed as of high sensitivity.     

10.5.6 Where there is considered to be a lower potential for settlement or related activity outside 

the historic core these areas have been classified as of medium sensitivity;  reasons can 

include limited, uncertain or no visible evidence of cropmarks / earthworks; or less 

confidence in the interpretations of the available evidence. 

10.5.7   In other studies inferred ‘Buffer Zones’ have been used to demark the land around areas of 

high sensitivity; highlighting the potential for evidence of similar or associated activity in 

these areas.   We have chosen not to use this method here as it was inappropriate at the 

scale of a small parish. 

 Cropmarks, Earthworks and Ridge and Furrow 

10.5.8  The sensitivity in areas of cropmarks and / or earthworks has been determined on a case by 

case basis. The classifications are based upon the interpreted definition, quality and extent 

of the features; the nature and date of the archaeology and that within the surrounding 

study area; the assessed archaeological potential; and the confidence and validity of the 

interpretation. This is constrained by the limitations of the source material and the desk-

top study (e.g. quality of aerial photographs).  

10.5.9  Areas of ridge and furrow ploughing (identified from aerial photographic, LIDAR and field 

survey data) have been indicated as being of Medium-Low sensitivity. The sensitivity maps 

should not be used as accurate plotting of all areas of ridge and furrow, nor should the 

areas shown be presumed to contain upstanding or extensive remains since in many cases 

the air photographs are the only record of ploughed out sites.     

10.5.10 At Croxton Kerrial, for example, these areas comprise fields to the north, west and south of 

the settlement, identified as containing evidence of ridge and furrow ploughing. Depending 

upon its nature and extent, the ridge and furrow may contain value as either as a physical 

example of upstanding remains or evidence of past landuse; as well as the potential to 

conceal evidence of earlier archaeology (e.g. cropmarks), including evidence of Medieval 

activity hidden by post-Medieval ploughing. 

10.5.11  In areas where ridge and furrow (shown as Medium-Low Sensitivity) border areas of high 

sensitivity, professional judgement has been used to determine whether these are shown 

as Medium or Medium-Low sensitivity. 

10.5.12  In areas where, for example, ridge and furrow boarders historic settlement, this should not 

be presumed to indicate the lowest level of sensitivity. In such areas (e.g. those which 

border areas of high sensitivity) programmes of pre-determination fieldwork may be 

required (as discussed in Table 1). 

10.5.13 For this reason, pre-planning consultation with the MBC Conservation Officer is 

recommended in order to determine the exact scope of works for site likely to impinge ride 

& furrow.  Due to the uncertainty of the archaeological resource, a programme of pre-

determination assessment may be required (dependent upon the size and scale of the 

proposed development) which could comprise a basic archaeological assessment including 
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a site visit to assess the nature of the ridge and furrow and appraisal of the likely impact 

from the proposed development works. 

10.5.14 Based on the results of this initial assessment and / or pre-planning consultation with the 

MBC Conservation Officer, further works may be recommended, such as programmes of 

non-intrusive survey, evaluation trenching and / or watching briefs, attached to planning 

approval as a condition. Further mitigation may be required based on the results of the 

initial assessment work and / or preplanning consultation. Post-excavation works will also 

be required. This is in-line with Policy EN13 of the MBC Local Plan Review 

10.6 Conclusion 

10.6.1  Within the Parish of Croxton Kerrial the specific requirements for archaeological works is 

determined on a site by site basis, based upon an assessment of the likely impact from the 

proposed development works upon the known and potential archaeological resource of 

each site. The magnitude of impact will vary from development to development; affected 

by the scale and extent of the development; the depth, design and methodology for 

foundations, the nature of past impacts and the nature of the archaeology (if present). 

10.6.2  To this end, whilst the identified sensitivity provides some guidance as to the likely 

archaeological requirements, the final nature of required works (if needed) will be 

dependent upon the size, scale and likely impact of proposed development works and the 

recommendations of the MBC Conservation Officer / Planning Archaeologist. 

10.6.3  Early consultation and early assessment work is always the preferred option. 
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